
Town of West Yellowstone 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
Povah Community Center 

Town Council Meeting 
7:00 PM 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Purchase Orders  
Treasurer’s/Securities Report   
Claims ∞ 
Consent Agenda: October 1, 2013 Town Council Meeting ∞ 
Business License Applications  
Advisory Board Report(s):  
Operations Manager & Department Head Reports 
Assignments Report 
Council Comments 
Public Comment Period 

 
Presentation: Gallatin College Ballot Issue ∞ 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Library Board Appointments, SJ Shephered and Lacey Trowbridge  ∞   Discussion/Action 
 
Resort Tax Late Fee Waiver Request, Morning Glory Coffee & Tea ∞   Discussion/Action 
 
Downtown Improvement District Requests ∞      Discussion/Action 
 Request for $1500 to purchase blue lights for downtown area (not budgeted) 
 Request for release of $1500 for engineering for proposed pavilion ($28K budgeted in Capital Fund) 
 Request Authorization to distribute survey 

 
Town Attorney Recommendation to disband the Public Safety Commission ∞  Discussion/Action 
 
Correspondence/FYI  
 Resignation Letter, Officer Michael Gavagan ∞ 
 Government Shutdown Letters to Congressional Delegation & President Obama ∞ 
 

Meeting Reminders 
Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Policy No. 16 (Abbreviated) 
  Policy on Public Hearings and Conduct at Public Meetings  

 
Public Hearing/Public Meeting 
A public hearing is a formal opportunity for citizens to give their views to the Town Council for consideration 
in its decision making process on a specific issue.  At a minimum, a public hearing shall provide for submission 
of both oral and written testimony for and against the action or matter at issue.   
 
Oral Communication 
It is the Council’s goal that citizens resolve their complaints for service or regarding employees’ performance 
at the staff level.  However, it is recognized that citizens may from time to time believe it is necessary to speak 
to Town Council on matters of concern.  Accordingly, Town Council expects any citizen to speak in a civil 
manner, with due respect for the decorum of the meeting, and with due respect for all persons attending.  

• No member of the public shall be heard until recognized by the presiding officer. 
• Public comments related to non-agenda items will only be heard during the Public Comment portion of 

the meeting unless the issue is a Public Hearing.  Public comments specifically related to an agenda item 
will be heard immediately prior to the Council taking up the item for deliberation. 

• Speakers must state their name for the record. 
• Any citizen requesting to speak shall limit him or herself to matters of fact regarding the issue of 

concern. 
• Comments should be limited to three (3) minutes unless prior approval by the presiding officer. 
• If a representative is elected to speak for a group, the presiding officer may approve an increased time 

allotment. 
• If a response from the Council or Board is requested by the speaker and cannot be made verbally at the 

Council or Board meeting, the speaker’s concerns should be addressed in writing within two weeks. 
• Personal attacks made publicly toward any citizen, council member, or town employees are not allowed.  

Citizens are encouraged to bring their complaints regarding employee performance through the 
supervisory chain of command.  

Any member of the public interrupting Town Council proceedings, approaching the dais without permission, 
otherwise creating a disturbance, or failing to abide by these rules of procedure in addressing Town Council, 
shall be deemed to have disrupted a public meeting and, at the direction of the presiding officer, shall be 
removed from the meeting room by Police Department personnel or other agent designated by Town Council or 
Operations Manager.  
 
General Town Council Meeting Information 

• Regular Town Council meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at the 
Povah Community Center located at 10 S. Geyser Street.  

• Presently, informal Town Council work sessions are held at 7:30 AM on the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month and occasionally on other mornings and evenings.  Work sessions also take place at the 
Povah Community Center located at 10 S. Geyser Street 

• The schedule for Town Council meetings and work sessions is detailed on an agenda.  The agenda is a 
list of business items to be considered at a meeting.  Copies of agendas are available at the entrance to 
the meeting room. 

• Agendas are always published at least 48 hours prior to Town Council meetings and work sessions.  
Agendas are posted at the Town Offices and at the Post Office.  In addition, agendas are available online 
at the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com. Questions about the agenda may be directed 
to the Town Clerk at 646-7795. 

• Official minutes of Town Council meetings are prepared and kept by the Town Clerk and are reviewed 
and approved by the Town Council.  Copies of approved minutes are available at the Town Clerk’s 
office or on the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com.   

 
Adopted November 3, 2010, a complete copy of this policy is available at the Town Offices.   
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 39236           2546 Century Link QCC                        30.43
        10/23/13 long dist chg                              25.53                    FINADM     1000     410510    345       101000
        10/23/13 access fee/sm bus plan/tax                  4.90                    finadm     1000     410510    345       101000

 39239           2551 Thyssenkrupp Elevator Corp             364.21
       3000731924 10/01/13 elevator maint-Povah            364.21                     POVAH     1000     411255    350       101000

 39243           2204 Republic Services                      704.46
        09/28/13 dumpster lease  police                    233.67                    POLICE     1000     411258    534       101000
        09/28/13 Chamber dumpster                          235.24                     CHAMB     1000     411257    534       101000
        09/28/13 dumpster lease/shop                       235.55                      PARK     1000     460430    534       101000

 39246            266 Utilities Underground Location          23.66
       3095278 09/30/13 excavation notifications            11.83                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
       3095278 09/30/13 excavation notifications            11.83                     SEWER     5310     430600    357       101000

 39248           1514 Verizon Wireless                       400.18
        10/20/13 Dispatch 640-1460                          10.44                    PD ADM     1000     420110    345       101000
        10/20/13 Parks 640-1461                             76.86                     PARKS     1000     460430    345       101000
        10/20/13 PSS 640-9074                               45.88                     INSPT     1000     420531    345       101000
        10/20/13 pw 640-1103                                26.66                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        10/20/13 Soc Ser 640-1438                           28.84                      FIRE     1000     450135    345       101000
        10/20/13 Pw 640-1462                               103.52                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        10/20/13 PW 640-1463                                41.24                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        10/20/13 PW 640-7547                                22.81                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        10/20/13 Admin 640-1472                             43.93                     ADMIN     1000     410210    345       101000

 39250           2088 Town West Yellowstone                1,278.16
        10/01/13 utility chrgs, Chamber, 895                63.94                     BLDGS     1000     411257    340       101000
        10/01/13 utility chrgs, UPDL, 892                   53.14                     BLDGS     1000     411252    340       101000
        10/01/13 utility chrgs, PS Shops, 884               23.73                     BLDGS     1000     411253    340       101000
        10/01/13 utility chrgs, ESB, 883                   164.88*                    BLDGS     1000     411254    340       101000
        10/01/13 utility chrgs. Povah Ctr, 887              74.37                     BLDGS     1000     411255    340       101000
        10/01/13 utility chrgs, Police Dept,886             25.65                     BLDGS     1000     411258    340       101000
        10/01/13 utility chrgs, City Park, 885             740.51                     BLDGS     1000     411253    340       101000
        10/01/13 utility chrgs, Library, 891                26.42                    LIBRAR     2220     460120    340       101000
        10/01/13 utility chrgs, Lift #1, 903                10.15                     SEWER     5310     430600    340       101000
        10/01/13 utility chrgs, Twn Hall, 921               95.37                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    340       101000
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 39251             95 Energy West-Montana                  1,061.48
        10/27/13 nat gas - 62211 - updh                    273.70                      UPDH     1000     411252    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas - 62017 - police sta.              20.57                    POLICE     1000     411258    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas - 12204-pub.svcs                   30.93                    STREET     1000     430200    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas - 62214- old firehall              30.93                      PARK     1000     460430    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas - 01603 - Bldg. Dept.              34.80                    INSPET     1000     420531    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas - 62205 - ems bldg                 28.36                    EMS/FI     1000     411254    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas - 61962 - library                  32.22                    LIBRAR     2220     460120    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas - 07154 - Povah  Ctr.             191.60                     POVAH     1000     411255    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas - 62207 - pub svcs                 99.45                    PUBSVC     1000     430200    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas -17279 -Town Hall                -100.48                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    344       101000
        09/27/13 nat gas 17569 - lift station              419.40                      SEWR     5310     430600    344       101000

 39252           2716 CenturyLink                          3,248.82
        10/19/13 DSL Povah, 646-7982                        56.25                     POVAH     1000     411255    345       101000
        10/19/13 DSL Fire/Town Offices 646-7962            141.20*                   STREET     1000     411254    345       101000
        10/19/13 DSL Library, 646-7953                      77.20                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    345       101000
        10/19/13 DLS Police 646-0231                        71.25                    POLICE     1000     420110    345       101000
        10/19/13 DSL Soc Serv 646-7951                      71.25                    SOCSER     1000     450135    345       101000
        10/19/13 DSL Pub Serv Office 646-7949               71.25                    BLDINS     1000     430200    345       101000
        10/19/13 Sewer Treat 646-9027                       38.19                    STREET     5310     430600    345       101000
        10/19/13 Sewer lift 646-5141                        37.60                     SEWER     5310     430600    345       101000
        10/19/13 Fire Call Box 646-7273                     37.60*                     FIRE     1000     411254    345       101000
        10/19/13 PCC Elevator 646-7481                      41.57                     POVAH     1000     411255    345       101000
        10/19/13 Centrex Finance - 16%                     236.71                    FINADM     1000     410510    345       101000
        10/19/13 Centrex, Police-20%                       295.95                    POLICE     1000     420110    345       101000
        10/19/13 Centrex, Soc Ser -7%                      103.56                    SOCSER     1000     450135    345       101000
        10/19/13 Centrex, Court - 7%                       103.56                     COURT     1000     410360    345       101000
        10/19/13 Centrex, Bld Ins - 10%                    147.94                    BLDINS     1000     430200    345       101000
        10/19/13 Centrex, Street - 11%                     162.74                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        10/19/13 Centrex, Fire - 13%                       192.33*                     FIRE     1000     411254    345       101000
        10/19/13 Centrex, PCC - 10%                        147.94                     POVAH     1000     411255    345       101000
        10/19/13 Centrex, Lib                               88.76                     COURT     2220     460100    345       101000
        10/19/13 E911 Viper 646-5170                        98.37                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        10/19/13 E911 255-9710                             995.84                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        10/19/13 E911 255-9712                              31.76                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000

 39289           2673 First Bankcard                         388.21
        09/09/13 USPS postage                               33.05                     WATER     5210     430500    311       101000
        08/29/13 USPS postage                               92.00                    FINADM     1000     410510    311       101000
        08/29/13 USPS postage                               46.00                    SOCSER     1000     450135    311       101000
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        08/29/13 USPS postage                               46.00                     COURT     1000     410360    311       101000
        09/04/13 Dave's Jublilee                            58.29                     LEGIS     1000     410100    870       101000
        09/10/13 Home Depot                                112.87*                   TWNHAL     4005     411200    920       101000

 39290           1907 Kathleen Hopkins                        68.78
        10/01/13 reimb binders                               8.99                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
        10/07/13 reimb batteries                            12.99                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
        09/25/13 reimb travel, 911 board meetin             46.80                    POLICE     1000     420100    370       101000

 39291           2189 Custom Logo                             99.84
       11607 09/19/13 dispatch shirts, Desrochers           99.84                    POLICE     1000     420100    226       101000

 39292           2540 Centennial Auto Repair                 388.91
       9253 10/01/13 starter issues 06 Durango             388.91                    POLICE     1000     420100    361       101000

 39293           1311 Teton Communications                   159.50
       125650 10/02/13 radio charger                       159.50                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000

 39294           1454 Big Sky Publishing                     229.45
       971979 09/23/13 display ad, move offices             56.25                    FINADM     1000     410510    870       101000
       969858 09/27/13 Lib positions, Pre-K ads            173.20                       LIB     1000     410210    327       101000

 39295           1954 W Yellowstone Public Library         5,429.42
        10/07/13 balance of trust for Pre-K pro          5,429.42                       LIB     2220     102130              101000

 39296           2163 Island Park Services, Inc.             330.00
       33833 09/30/13 road base                            330.00*                   TWNHAL     4005     411200    920       101000

 39297            151 WY Hebgen Basin Refuse District        429.40
        09/30/13 transfer station charges                  429.40                     PARKS     1000     460430    534       101000

 39298             65 Tractor & Equipment Co                 270.60
       42cs041008 09/26/13 parts                           270.60                    STREET     1000     430200    369       101000

 39299            471 Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc.          201.70
       5190856 09/26/13 meter register                     201.70                     WATER     5210     430590    251       101000

 39300           2762 Mission Communications, LLC          3,380.40
       40022209 09/23/13 alarm system streaming          1,690.20                     WATER     5210     430500    398       101000
       40022209 09/23/13 alarm system streaming          1,690.20                     SEWER     5310     430600    398       101000
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 39301         999999 FRANCISCO PADALLA                      500.00
        10/10/13 RT Bond Refund                            500.00                        RT     2100     214000              101000

 39302           1311 Teton Communications                    58.50
       125583 09/17/13 set volume control                   58.50                    POLICE     1000     420100    362       101000

 39303           2647 Bigfork Web Development, Inc.          189.95
       j.primmer 09/26/13 project mgmt                      40.80                    FINANC     1000     410510    356       101000
       t.elliot 06/17/13 website updates                   149.15                    FINANC     1000     410510    356       101000

 39304           2360 Altius Handcrafted Firearms          1,152.00
       3316 10/03/13 remington 870P shotgun                803.00                    POLCHF     1000     420110    212       101000
       3316 10/03/13 tac star  shell carrier (2)            80.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
       3316 10/03/13 THE Mamba  shotgun sling (2)          126.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    389       101000
       3316 10/03/13 tactical sling adapt. plate (2         60.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
       3316 10/03/13 Fiocchi .38 spec. (2)                  48.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    389       101000
       3316 10/03/13 gunsmithing svc                        35.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000

 39305           2099 Quick Print of West Yellowstone         66.41
       4427 08/30/13 scan and email                          3.25                     LIBES     2220     460100    220       101000
       4279 09/18/13 poster-chris daniels                   58.36                     LIBES     2220     460100    220       101000
       4320 09/26/13 copies                                  4.80                     LIBES     2220     460100    220       101000

 39306           2779 Treasure State Lock & Key              374.82
       993030 10/07/13 fix mic& camera cell 2&3             87.50                    DSPCTR     1000     411258    366       101000
       933030 10/07/13 inventory                            17.50                    DSPCTR     1000     411258    366       101000
       933030dspc 10/07/13 move hall camera                 52.50                    DSPCTR     1000     411258    366       101000
       933030 10/07/13 fix mic hall camera                  17.50                    DSPCTR     1000     411258    366       101000
       933030 10/07/13 lights/louvres                       87.50                    DSPCTR     1000     411258    366       101000
       933030 10/07/13 4" louvres                            7.98                    DSPCTR     1000     411258    366       101000
       933030 10/07/13 48" T8 bulbs                         97.35                    DSPCTR     1000     411258    366       101000
       933030 10/07/13 recess light trim                     6.99                    DSPCTR     1000     411258    366       101000

 39307           2099 Quick Print of West Yellowstone        104.00
       4296 10/02/13 1000 envelopes w/return police        104.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000

 39308           2318 Taser International                    836.00
       Sl1335477 10/02/13 X26E kit black/silver, DPM       836.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    212       101000
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 39309            587 White & White Veterinary Hosp.         382.50
        10/10/13 Derrick Shedd - animal disposa            382.50*                   ANIMAL     1000     440600    220       101000

 39310           2827 Idaho Transportation Department         53.00
       2201308800 03/29/13 cdl test - slaughter             13.00                    STREET     1000     430200    380       101000
       2201327000 09/27/13 license fee                      40.00                    STREET     1000     430200    380       101000

 39311         999999 WESTERN OFFICE EQUIPMENT            15,600.90
       135150 09/30/13 desk in court                     3,662.75                     COURT     1000     410360    364       101000
       135150 09/30/13 desk in soc. svc                  3,662.75                    SOCSVC     1000     411250    364       101000
       135150 09/30/13 desk in Publice services          3,288.60                    TWNHLL     1000     411250    364       101000
       135150 09/30/13 desk in ops mgr office            4,986.80                    OPSMGR     1000     411250    364       101000

 39312            497 MT Dept Environmental Quality          998.00
       5l14005596 09/25/13 community connection fee        998.00                     WATER     5210     430500    335       101000

 39313            375 Black Mountain                       1,260.00
       17524 10/01/13 payroll maintenance fee            1,185.00                    FINANC     1000     410510    356       101000
       17524 10/01/13 direct deposit module                 75.00                    FINANC     1000     410510    356       101000

 39314           2575 WY Tourism Business Improvement     45,786.31
        10/10/13 sept. 2013 collections                 45,786.31                      TBID     2102     411800    540       101000

 39315            951 Barnes & Noble                         259.59
       in2653908 09/15/13 books                            259.59                     LIBES     2220     460100    215       101000

 39316             54 Bozeman Daily Chronicle                364.80
       2400650 09/22/13 library subscription to chron      182.40                     LIBES     2220     460100    215       101000
       2400650 09/22/13 town office subscription           182.40                     ADMIN     1000     410210    333       101000

 39317           1031 Murdoch's Ranch & Home Supply          205.72
       492370 09/06/13 m. austin uniform supplies          178.97                    STREET     1000     430200    226       101000
        09/25/13 f/c                                        26.75                    STREET     1000     430200    226       101000

 39318           2824 B & B Plumbing, LLC                    840.00
       1341 10/07/13 Griz Rv Park meter install            840.00                     WATER     5210     430590    251       101000

 39319            489 MSE ANALYTICAL LABORATORY              207.00
       1309056 09/26/13 water samples                      207.00                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
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 39320            764 General Distributing Co.                38.10
       16841 09/30/13 ind hp 110-150                         9.30                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       16841 09/30/13 ind hp 175-275                        18.60                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       16841 09/30/13 acetylene                             10.20                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 39321           2163 Island Park Services, Inc.             165.00
       33840 10/03/13 3/4 road base                        165.00                    TWNHLL     1000     411250    366       101000

 39322           2782 BioLynceus Biological Solutions,     2,406.79
       4872 10/01/13 55 PBI drum                         2,248.40                     SEWER     5310     430640    459       101000
       4872 10/01/13 shipping                              158.39                     SEWER     5310     430640    459       101000

 39323           2808 Parker's Sand & Gravel, Inc.           144.00
       17244 09/10/13                                      144.00                    TWNHLL     1000     411250    366       101000

 39324           1331 West Yellowstone Foundation          7,500.00
        10/04/13 first 1/2 of bus grant                  7,500.00                     LEGIS     1000     410100    870       101000

 39325           2421 NAPA Auto Parts                        858.27
       16566 09/30/13 auto parts/supplies                  858.27                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 39327             40 Jerry's Enterprises                     46.98
       10150050 09/07/13 gigaware multimedia                19.99                    DSPTCH     1000     420160    220       101000
       10150969 09/07/13 25' cate5e cable                   26.99                    FINANC     1000     410510    220       101000

 39328           2377 Kathleen Brandis                       261.42
       252533 09/23/13 reimb lodge exp. jud. conferen      261.42                     COURT     1000     410360    370       101000

 39329            135 Food Roundup                            25.57
        09/10/13 detergent uniforms                         25.57                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 39330             73 Westmart Building Center            11,309.95
        09/27/13 supplies                                   28.49                    STREET     1000     430200    366       101000
        09/27/13 supplies                                  148.14                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
        09/27/13 supplies                                    7.30                     WATER     5210     430500    220       101000
        09/27/13 supplies                                  112.21                    POLICE     1000     411258    366       101000
        09/27/13 supplies                                  144.21                      UPDL     1000     411252    220       101000
        09/27/13 supplies                                  161.35                       LIB     2220     460100    220       101000
        09/27/13 supplies                               10,616.33                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    366       101000
        09/27/13 supplies                                   28.01                     POVAH     1000     411255    220       101000
        09/27/13 supplies                                   33.24                    CLINIC     1000     411251    366       101000
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    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim                      Vendor #/Name/            Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
        Check   Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                           PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
        09/27/13 supplies                                   30.67                     TRLHD     1000     411256    366       101000

 39331           2291 American Express                     4,562.65
        10/08/13 will revise by 10/15/13                 4,562.65                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    364       101000

 39332            533 Market Place                             6.79
        10/01/13 supplies                                    6.79                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000

 39333             42 Fall River Electric                    702.40
        10/11/13 move lights for ice rink to pa            702.40                     PARKS     1000     460430    365       101000

 39334           1331 West Yellowstone Foundation          1,000.00
        10/08/13 Honoraria, Trash can project            1,000.00                       MAP     2101     410130    398       101000

 39335           2824 B & B Plumbing, LLC                    571.86
       1342 10/11/13 clean out sump pump, sink             105.00                    POLICE     1000     411258    366       101000
       1343 10/11/13 install 1" meter                      466.86                     WATER     5210     430590    251       101000

 39336             29 Terrell's Office Machines Inc        1,878.62
 Expecting that Terrell's may adjust this bill down.
       2570573 09/30/13 copier maintenance, move, set      608.00*                   FINADM     1000     410510    363       101000
       271499 10/07/13 copier maintenance                1,270.62*                   FINADM     1000     410510    363       101000

 39337           2265 Jed Norman                             232.50
       1004wytown 10/04/13 IT support, Town Offices         92.50                    FINADM     1000     410510    356       101000
       0918wysocs 09/19/13 IT Support, Soc Svc             140.00                    SOCSVC     1000     450135    357       101000

                           # of Claims    56    Total:    119,438.01

                                                          119,438.01
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 General Fund
   101000 CASH                                              $55,188.99
 2100 Local Option Taxation-Resort Tax
   101000 CASH                                                 $500.00
 2101 Marketing & Promotions (MAP)
   101000 CASH                                               $1,000.00
 2102 TBID (Tourism Business Improvement
   101000 CASH                                              $45,786.31
 2220 Library
   101000 CASH                                               $6,323.77
 2850 911 Emergency
   101000 CASH                                               $1,125.97
 4005 Town Office
   101000 CASH                                                 $442.87
 5210 Water Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                               $4,455.94
 5310 Sewer Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                               $4,614.16

                                               Total:      $119,438.01



WEST YELLOWSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Council Meeting 

October 1, 2013 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Jerry Johnson, Brad Schmier, and Doc Stewart, John 
Costello, and Tom Cherhoniak 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Town Attorney Jim McKenna, Social Services Director Jack Dittmann, 
Finance Director Lanie Gospodarek, Chief of Police Gordon Berger,  Sheriff Brian Gootkin, 
Dispatcher James Longworth, Sergeant Aaron Frank, Mrs. McCoy, Kathy Hopkins, Jake 
Schmier, Jerry Schmier, Greg Forsythe, Ed Geiger, Gail Loomis, WY School Science Teacher 
Sara Randle plus six students, Willie Binfet, Assistant Fire Chief Shane Grube, Kyle Goltz Fire 
Chief Scott Waldron, Social Services Assistant Kathy Arnado, Assistant Superintendent of 
Public Services David Arnado, Kurt Holtzen, Sherie Holtzen, Sheriff Deputy Matt Stubblefield, 
Scott Clark, Fall River Regional Manager Randy Wakefield, Cynthia Knapp, Benny McCracken, 
Officer Neil Courtis, Court Clerk Joyce Hanna 
 
The meeting is called to order by Mayor Jerry Johnson at 7:00 PM in the Povah Community 
Center 
 
Portions of the meeting are being recorded. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report with corresponding banking transactions is on file at the Town Offices 
for public review during regular business hours. 
 
ACTION TAKEN 
 
1) Motion carried to pay the claims, which total $141,409.00. (Stewart, Cherhoniak)  

Johnson abstains from #39288.   
 
2) Motion carried to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the minutes of the 

September 17, 2013 Town Council Meeting and September 24, 2013 Work Session.  
(Stewart, Cherhoniak) 

 
3) Motion carried to approve the Application to Maintain an Encroachment made by Sara 

Randle and Jo Stevens of the West Yellowstone School to locate three geocaches on 
public property.   (Stewart, Cherhoniak) 

 
4) Motion carried to approve the use of the entire building of Fire Station 1 (10 South 

Faithful Street and 400 Yellowstone Avenue) by the Hebgen Basin Rural Fire District 
and establish a deadline of November 1, 2013 to begin negotiations on whether to sell or 
lease the building to the HBFD and the terms of such lease or sale. (Stewart, Schmier) 

 
5) Motion carried to approve the Library Services Contract with Gallatin County for FY 

2014. (Stewart, Schmier) 
 
Council Comments 
Mayor Jerry Johnson reports that lifelong resident Susie Whitman who has been battling cancer 
got a clean bill of health last week and that is great news. 
 
Public Comment 
No Public Comment is received. 
 
Presentation:  Gallatin County Sheriff Brian Gootkin 
Sheriff Brian Gootkin addresses the Council and substantial crowd in attendance.  He briefly 
introduces himself and explains that he was a deputy for several years in Big Sky before being 
elected as the sheriff.  He says he has no time for politics and rumors and he is here to set the 
record straight.  He says he wants to make it clear that they are not investigating the West 
Yellowstone Police Department.  He says that if they do receive complaints about police 
investigations, they are obligated to follow up, and they have had multiple inquiries and 
complaints.  He says it is not their responsibility to act as internal affairs for the police 
department, that is the responsibility of the Town Council.  He says they are always willing to  



October 1, 2013 
Town Council Meeting 
Minutes, Page 2 
 
offer assistance to the West Yellowstone Police Department.  He says they did have some 
questions about training but understands that the Town is addressing those concerns.  He also 
makes it clear that he will not answer any questions about the Chief of Police or any internal 
issues in the department.  Stewart asks how many complaints have been received by the Sheriff’s 
office.  Gootkin says he cannot actually provide an accurate answer because some of the 
complaints have come to his lieutenants, but it does seem like there is a new call daily.  Schmier 
asks if the Sheriff’s office is stretched to cover West Yellowstone.  Gootkin says no, they have a 
new deputy in Big Sky, which is being funded by Big Sky’s resort tax.  McKenna asks about 
concurrent jurisdiction for felonies, which traditionally has been lead by the West Yellowstone 
Police Department, and if that going to change.  Gootkin answers that it will not.  Forsythe asks 
about procedure for felonies.  Gootkin explains that they work with the WYPD and follow up if 
there are any questions about an investigation.  Rocky Hermanson asks for clarification about the 
chain of command.  Gootkin says town residents are also residents of Gallatin County and 
therefore are under the jurisdiction of the county as well as the Town Police Department.  
Cynthis Knapp questions whether a new officer that has not attended the academy should be the 
field training officer.  Gootkin says he can only respond in regard to his department, but they 
typically require a significant amount of training before becoming a training officer.  Stewart 
asks Gootkin if he has any concerns about the safety of the citizens or ability of the officers to 
respond in West Yellowstone and he says that he does not.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
3) West Yellowstone School Science Teacher Sara Randle addresses the Town Council and 

explains the geocache project that she and Technology Teacher Jo Stevens are working 
on with 8th and 9th grade students.  She explains that geocaching is an activity that has 
become quite popular over the last decade.  Participants hide “geocaches” of information 
in obscure locations and other seekers use websites or smartphones and GPS coordinates 
to locate the cache.  She explains that their purpose today is to obtain permission to hide 
three geocaches on public property.  The actual containers are very small and often 
magnetic.  The three proposed locations are on the Union Pacific Water Tower, Union 
Pacific Stagecoach Pavilion, and close to the Union Pacific Railroad Car.  Cherhoniak 
asks why the students are learning about this.  Randle explains that the project requires 
safe internet practices, learning to read latitude and longitude, mapping, topography, and 
applying technology.  Randle also explains that when people find one of their geocaches, 
they log it on the website. 

 
4) Mayor Johnson explains that last week they held a Work Session with representatives 

from the Hebgen Basin Fire District concerning the future use of the office space in Fire 
Station One at 10 South Faithful.  He says it was a beneficial meeting and there was 
agreement that space should be occupied by the fire department.  Fire Chief Scott 
Waldron agrees and thanks the Council for the consideration.  Cherhoniak says they also 
have an obligation to the YHC and perhaps they should wait until they settle that as well.  
Johnson says that is a good point but they have had discussion about other locations for 
the YHC that may work out better.  Schmier also points out that when that building was 
constructed 20 years ago, the purpose was to house emergency services.  The Town 
moved in “temporarily” and it turned into 20 years.  Johnson also says that after reading 
the Interlocal Agreeent with HBFD, it is clear that the intent was to turn that space over 
to HBFD when the Town Offices moved out. 

 
A) Operations Manager/Department Head Reports:  Operations Manager Becky Guay 
 
 
The meeting is adjourned. (8:00 PM) 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
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An Introduction to Gallatin College
Southwest Montana’s Two-Year College

Medical Assistant

Aviation

Welding Technology

About Gallatin College Montana State University
Gallatin College MSU is Southwest Montana’s two-year college, offering associate degrees 
and one-year professional certificates. Gallatin College complements the four-year programs 
at Montana State University and ensures access to workforce development that promotes 
a vibrant local economy. Gallatin College collaborates extensively with area industries to 
develop new programs and provide responsive training options that meet local workforce 
needs.  

Gallatin College strongly supports open access, affordability and responsiveness to local 
needs. High quality instruction, small class sizes, and out-of-class academic support are 
hallmarks of Gallatin College. 

Workforce Programs
Gallatin College’s one- and two-year Workforce Programs are designed to meet the needs of 
students who want to improve their skills and advance their career opportunities, or who are 
interested in a career change.

Transfer & General Education
Gallatin College’s transfer and general education degrees are designed to meet the needs 
of students who are undecided about their educational goals, prefer small class sizes, are 
concerned about affordability, need academic support, or desire a more gradual entrance into 
the university.

Additional Enhancement
Gallatin College provides engaging learning opportunities to enable students to enhance 
academic and life skills, succeed in developmental coursework, excel in subsequent college-
level courses, and become lifelong learners. In addition, dual enrollment, or dual credit, is 
designed to provide high school students with the opportunity to earn high school credit and 
college credit simultaneously. Dual enrollment is available at select area high schools.

Gallatin College Facts
Enrollment: 300 degree seeking; more than 900 total students
Admission: Open Enrollment (no entrance exams required)
Class Schedule: Courses offered days and evenings
Attendance Status: 39 percent part-time, 61 percent full-time
Student Gender: 47 percent female, 53 percent male
Transfer Degrees: Associate of Science (AS), Associate of Arts (AA)
Associate of Applied Science (AAS): aviation, interior design, design drafting
Certificate of Applied Science (CAS): bookkeeping, health information coding, medical 
assistant, residential building performance, welding
Primary Service Area: Gallatin College serves Gallatin and surrounding counties in 		
	 southwest Montana, and is open to all students

Student Characteristics
•• Adults changing careers
•• Approximately half over 24 years old
•• First-time college students

•• Have work and family responsibilities
•• Students needing financial aid



WORKFORCE  PROGRAMS Program Length (Full-time) Class Location

Aviation Associate of Applied Science 2 years Summit Aviation/Gallatin Field

Design Drafting Associate of Applied Science 2 years Hamilton Hall-MSU Campus

Interior Design Associate of Applied Science 2 years Herrick Hall-MSU Campus

Bookkeeping Certificate of Applied Science 1 year Bozeman High School B Wing

Health Information Coding Certificate of Applied Science 1 year BHS B Wing/Stiff Building

Medical Assistant Certificate of Applied Science 1 year Bozeman High School B Wing

Residential Building Performance Certificate of Applied Science 1 year Weatherization Center

Welding Technology Certificate of Applied Science 1 year Bozeman High Metals Lab

GENERAL  EDUCAT ION/TRANSFER  DEGREES Program Length (Full-time) Class Location

Arts General Education Associate of Arts 2 years Hamilton Hall & BHS B Wing

Science General Education Associate of Science 2 years Hamilton Hall & BHS B Wing

Companies that have hired Gallatin College graduates
Morrison-Maierle, Bozeman
Belcan Engineering, Bozeman
Stillwater Mining Company, Columbus
Belgrade Urgent Care, Belgrade
Livingston Hospital, Livingston
Bozeman OB/GYN, Bozeman
Bozeman Pediatrics, Bozeman
Acorn Pediatrics, Bozeman
KR Office Interiors, Helena

HC Design and Consulting, Bozeman
McPhie Cabinetry, Bozeman
Brandner Design, Bozeman
Skywest Airlines, Salt Lake City, Utah
Republic Airways, Indianapolis, Ind.
EVA Air, Anchorage, Ak.
Summit Aviation, Bozeman
Delaware North, Bozeman

Interior Design

For more information
406-994-5536
gallatincollege@montana.edu
gallatin.montana.edu

Residential Building Performance Academic Development CenterBookkeeping



Gallatin County Two-Year Education Mill Levy Election Information

Mill Levy Question as stated on the November 5, 2013 ballot
Should the board of county commissioners be authorized to make a levy of one and one 
half mills in order to raise $369,856 per year based on the 2014 fiscal year mill rate for 
the purpose to fund the cost of operations for Gallatin College Montana State University, 
Gallatin County’s comprehensive two-year college? 

Why is the request being made?

1.	 The funding would support the enrollment and program growth plans of the college and 
meet the needs of Gallatin County students and local employers.

2.	 The funding supports the development of the skilled local workforce that is integral to 
our county’s economic development.

3.	 The addition of the local funding to the state funding and student tuition that the college 
already receives will help keep the cost affordable.

4.	 The proposed mill levy would establish local funding support for two-year education in 
Gallatin County and meet the Montana Board of Regents’ requirement for an equitable 
local mill levy.

5.	 Gallatin is the only Montana County with an established Comprehensive Two-Year 
College that doesn’t levy at least 1.5 mills for local two-year education.

How will the county funding be used?

1.	 The county funding will be used to create additional workforce related one and two-year 
programs.

2.	 Programs that are being planned include: Small Business Management, Advanced 
Manufacturing and Machining, IT Support Technician, Culinary Arts and more than 20 other 
programs in healthcare, business, hospitality, technology and manufacturing industries.

3.	 These programs can require a significant investment in machinery and equipment, 
software, specialized facilities and program development work.

4.	 The funding will allow the college to serve hundreds of more students and create local 
employment opportunities for students.

How Much Will it Cost?

1.	 The annual amount raised by the county-wide 1.5 mills is projected to be $369,856.

2.	 Impact on property owners is $2.08 annually for a $100,000 in assessed property 
value or $4.15 annually for $200,000 in assessed property value. (Assessed property 
value is generally less than market price)

For More Information Contact: Dean Bob Hietala at 406-994-5523 or robert.hietala@montana.edu

Gallatin College purpose 
Gallatin College offers two-year 
associate degrees and one-year 
professional certificates to area 
residents.

Annual cost of mill levy to 
Gallatin County property owners 

Examples:

$2.08 per $100,000 in assessed 
property value* 

$4.15 annually for $200,000 in 
assessed property value*

*Assessed property value is generally 
less than market price

Current programs:
•	 Associate of Arts (2 year)

•	 Associate of Science (2 year)

•	 Aviation (2 year)

•	Bookkeeping (1 year)

•	Design Drafting (2 year)

•	Health Information Coding (1 year)

•	 Interior Design (2 year)

•	Medical Assistant (1 year)

•	Welding Technology (1 year)

Planned programs
•	Small Business Management
•	Advanced Manufacturing and 	
	 Machining

•	 IT Support Technician
•	Culinary Arts
•	More than 20 other programs in 
healthcare, business, hospitality, 
technology and manufacturing 
industries

gallatin.montana.edu



  
 

 
 

 

Gallatin College MSU Information for Spring 2014 
West Yellowstone 

Objective: Gallatin College MSU intends to determine interest for college educational 
offerings in West Yellowstone.  To assess student and community interest, Gallatin 
College proposes offering one or two business writing or workplace interpersonal skills 
courses in spring 2014.  Both of the courses listed below are common requirements for 
Gallatin College one-year professional certificate programs.  These courses would also 
provide elective college credit for students wishing to pursue four-year degrees, or 
would be relevant courses for individuals currently in the workforce.   

WRIT 104 WORKPLACE COMMUNICATIONS 2 credits 
This course reviews the basic elements of grammar and language arts skills in business 
writing. Emphasis is placed on writing business letters, memos, emails, and reports for 
a variety of business applications as well as giving oral presentations. Letters of 
application and resumes are also covered.   
Tuition/fee cost: $327.70 
 
COMX 102 INTERPERSONAL SKILLS IN THE WORKPLACE 1 credit 
This course covers the basic elements of communication in the business environment, 
including listening, speaking, and reading. It also looks at the importance of nonverbal 
communication, ethics, and professional courtesy. It discusses the importance of 
internal skills within the business and external skills with customers.   
Tuition/fee cost: $204.90 
               
 
 
 
Students: 
Your first step is to apply online at gallatin.montana.edu/apply  by Dec. 6, 2013.  After 
your application is complete call our Academic Advisor, Nicole Berg, 994-5536 or 
nicole.berg@montana.edu so she can assist in registering for the courses.  Questions: 
call Gallatin College at 994-5536 or gallatincollege@montana.edu.   
 
Interested adjunct faculty: 
If you have professional or teaching experience with interpersonal communication or 
business writing, and a Bachelor’s degree in business, communications, English, or a 
related field and are interested in teaching one of these courses in West Yellowstone, 
please contact Janet Heiss Arms at 994-6234 or jheiss@montana.edu.  

http://www.gallatin.montana.edu/apply�
mailto:nicole.berg@montana.edu�
mailto:gallatincollege@montana.edu�
mailto:jheiss@montana.edu�














[DATE]

______________________
______________________
West Yellowstone, MT  59758

RE: Dissolution of West Yellowstone Public Safety Commission

Dear __________________:

As you know, the West Yellowstone Public Safety Commission was created several years ago to
provide some oversight over the West Yellowstone Police Department.  Recently, questions have
arisen as to the validity and continued operation of the Public Safety Commission.  About a month
ago, we asked the West Yellowstone City Attorney to review the matter and advise us about the
commission.  The attorney set forth his conclusions and recommendation in a memorandum, a copy
of which is attached to this letter.  Based upon our attorney’s advice, the town council has voted to
dissolve or disband the Public Safety Commission, effective immediately.  This letter will serve as
your notice of that action.

On behalf of the Town of West Yellowstone, I wish to thank you for your service to the Town. 
Please contact me with any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

REBECCA C. GUAY
Town Operations Manager
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