
Town of West Yellowstone 
Tuesday, February 21, 2017 

West Yellowstone Town Hall, 440 Yellowstone Avenue 
 

TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
6:00 PM 

 
Little Rangers Learning Center         Discussion ∞ 
 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

7:15 PM 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Purchase Orders #6738 to E Force, CAD/RMS, $138,670.65 ∞  
Treasurer’s Report & Securities Report 
Claims ∞ 
Consent Agenda: February 7, 2017 Work Session & Town Council Meeting ∞ 
Business License Applications ∞ 
 1872 Inn, Inc. 

Advisory Board Report(s) 
Town Manager & Department Head Reports 
 Presentation:  Dispatcher of the Year Award 

Comment Period 
 Public Comment 
 Council Comments 

 
NEW BUSINESS          
 
Little Rangers Learning Center, Resolution No. 694      Discussion/Action ∞ 
 
2017 Snowmobile Expo & Races 
 Special Event & Exposition Permits, temporary closure of Iris & Madison   Discussion/Action ∞ 
 Outside Amplification Permit        Discussion/Action ∞ 
 Resolution No. 695, Open Container       Discussion/Action ∞ 

 
Ordinance No. 265, Police Officer Arrest Jurisdiction, 1st Reading    Discussion/Action ∞ 
 
Correspondence/FYI/Meeting Reminders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Policy No. 16 (Abbreviated) 

  Policy on Public Hearings and Conduct at Public Meetings  
 
Public Hearing/Public Meeting 
A public hearing is a formal opportunity for citizens to give their views to the Town Council for consideration 
in its decision making process on a specific issue.  At a minimum, a public hearing shall provide for submission 
of both oral and written testimony for and against the action or matter at issue.   
 
Oral Communication 
It is the Council’s goal that citizens resolve their complaints for service or regarding employees’ performance 
at the staff level.  However, it is recognized that citizens may from time to time believe it is necessary to speak 
to Town Council on matters of concern.  Accordingly, Town Council expects any citizen to speak in a civil 
manner, with due respect for the decorum of the meeting, and with due respect for all persons attending.  

• No member of the public shall be heard until recognized by the presiding officer. 
• Public comments related to non-agenda items will only be heard during the Public Comment portion of 

the meeting unless the issue is a Public Hearing.  Public comments specifically related to an agenda item 
will be heard immediately prior to the Council taking up the item for deliberation. 

• Speakers must state their name for the record. 
• Any citizen requesting to speak shall limit him or herself to matters of fact regarding the issue of 

concern. 
• Comments should be limited to three (3) minutes unless prior approval by the presiding officer. 
• If a representative is elected to speak for a group, the presiding officer may approve an increased time 

allotment. 
• If a response from the Council or Board is requested by the speaker and cannot be made verbally at the 

Council or Board meeting, the speaker’s concerns should be addressed in writing within two weeks. 
• Personal attacks made publicly toward any citizen, council member, or town employees are not 

allowed.  Citizens are encouraged to bring their complaints regarding employee performance through the 
supervisory chain of command.  

Any member of the public interrupting Town Council proceedings, approaching the dais without permission, 
otherwise creating a disturbance, or failing to abide by these rules of procedure in addressing Town Council, 
shall be deemed to have disrupted a public meeting and, at the direction of the presiding officer, shall be 
removed from the meeting room by Police Department personnel or other agent designated by Town Council or 
Operations Manager.  
 
General Town Council Meeting Information 

• Regular Town Council meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 
the West Yellowstone Town Hall, 440 Yellowstone Avenue, West Yellowstone, Montana. 

• Presently, informal Town Council work sessions are held at 12 Noon on Tuesdays and occasionally on 
other mornings and evenings.  Work sessions also take place at the Town Hall located at 440 
Yellowstone Avenue. 

• The schedule for Town Council meetings and work sessions is detailed on an agenda.  The agenda is a 
list of business items to be considered at a meeting.  Copies of agendas are available at the entrance to 
the meeting room. 

• Agendas are published at least 48 hours prior to Town Council meetings and work sessions.  Agendas 
are posted at the Town Offices and at the Post Office.  In addition, agendas and packets are available 
online at the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com. Questions about the agenda may be 
directed to the Town Clerk at 646-7795. 

• Official minutes of Town Council meetings are prepared and kept by the Town Clerk and are reviewed 
and approved by the Town Council.  Copies of approved minutes are available at the Town Clerk’s 
office or on the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com.   

 



Resolution No. 694 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WEST YELLOWSTONE 

MONTANA, COMMITTING TO DESIGN AND CONSTRUCT A LEARNING CENTER AND 
DESIGNATE REAL ESTATE FOR THIS FACILITY. 

 

WHEREAS, The Town and its residents have expressed a need for a suitable facility to house a learning 
center, and 

WHEREAS, the Little Rangers Learning Center has expressed a need for permanent facilities for its 
activities, and 

WHEREAS, a donor or donors have expressed an interest in providing financial resources to advance 
this project; and 

WHEREAS, The West Yellowstone Town Council desires to support the development of a learning 
center and the establishment of the appropriate facilities for said activities, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town Council of the Town of West 
Yellowstone, County of Gallatin, State of Montana, hereby commits to working with the Little Rangers 
Learning Center to establish a “first class” learning center, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Town Council of the Town of West Yellowstone, County 
of Gallatin, State of Montana, hereby commits to working with the Board of the Little Rangers Learning Center 
to design and commence construction of a learning center, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Town Council of the Town of West Yellowstone, County 
of Gallatin, State of Montana, hereby commits to immediately commence work on the project, contingent upon 
the receipt of a donation or donations from donor or donors in the range of $275,000 made to the Town of West 
Yellowstone. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR FOR THE 
TOWN OF WEST YELLOWSTONE THIS 21st DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2017. 

 

 

_______________________      ________________________ _______________________ 
Jerry Johnson   Brad Schmier    Cole Parker 
Council member/Mayor  Council member   Council member 
 
          ATTEST: 
 
___________________    _____________________ ____________________ 
Greg Forsythe   Pierre Martineau   Elizabeth Roos 
Council Member   Council Member   Town Clerk 





2-16-2017 

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing this letter in support of Little Rangers Learning Center in their request to have a permanent 

building.   

I am the mother of three children, and my husband and I have lived in West Yellowstone for 13 years.  I 

was fortunate enough to have had Little Geysers open for most of the time that my children needed 

daycare.   Like most families living in this area, supporting a family on one income is nearly impossible, 

having a daycare is vital for families to survive.   When Little Geysers closed in Dec., and Little Rangers 

did not open until Feb., this put a huge stress on our family.  My husband and I missed a lot of work 

because there was no place for my son, who is 4, to go.  If this had been a permanent situation, with no 

hope of a daycare/preschool opening, I don’t know what we would have done.   

I would like to thank the Board of Directors of Little Rangers, Katie Ostberg, Angie Everest, Sarah 

Hansen, Mr. Sabolsky, Mr. Seigel, and the CPC for putting this learning center together in such a short 

time and addressing what a vital part of a community a daycare/preschool is.  I think it is important for 

everyone to understand this is such an important service for the town to have to encourage new 

families to come, and to keep the ones that are here. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Kati Holtzman 
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 42805           2813 Century Link                           118.57
 2 months
        01/28/17 fax line, Social Services                 118.57                    SOCIAL     1000     450135    345       101000

 42806            146 Morrison-Maierle, Inc                   65.00
       18709 02/07/17 PD online backup                       0.00                    DISPAT     1000     420160    398       101000
       18710 02/07/17 Town Offices online backup            65.00                    FINADM     1000     410510    356       101000

 42809           1089 Gallatin County Treasurer              693.00
       January 17 02/28/17 Tech surcharge                  215.00                     COURT     7458     212200              101000
       January 17 02/28/17 MLEA                            200.00                     COURT     7467     212200              101000
       January 17 02/28/17 Public Defender                  62.00                     COURT     7468     212200              101000
       January 17 02/28/17 Victims Assistance              216.00                     COURT     7699     212200              101000

 42812           2853 Two Seasons Recycling                  500.00
       2015-1090 02/28/17 monthly recycling                500.00                     PARKS     1000     460430    398       101000

 42815             95 Energy West-Montana                  3,132.07
        02/28/17 nat gas 210361788 updl                    210.46                      UPDH     1000     411252    344       101000
        02/28/17 nat gas 210360293 Police                   24.22                    POLBLD     1000     411258    344       101000
        02/28/17 nat gas 210361746 Pub Services            770.82                    STREET     1000     430200    344       101000
        02/28/17 nat gas 210361811 old firehall            206.23                      PARK     1000     460430    344       101000
        02/28/17 nat gas 210363966 old bld ins             134.41                    STREET     1000     430200    344       101000
        02/28/17 nat gas 210360540 library                 310.13                    LIBBLD     1000     411259    344       101000
        02/28/17 nat gas 210364599 Povah                   665.79                     POVAH     1000     411255    344       101000
        02/28/17 nat gas 210361697 Iris Lift St             30.41                    PUBSVC     1000     430200    344       101000
        02/28/17 nat gas 210365425 Twn Hall                749.17                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    344       101000
        02/28/17 nat gas 210361655 Mad Add Sewe             30.43                     SEWER     5310     430600    344       101000

 42816           2813 Century Link                         4,437.00
 2 months
        12/19/16 DSL Povah, 646-7982                        47.00                     POVAH     1000     411255    345       101000
        01/19/17 DSL Povah, 646-7982                        47.00                               1000     411255    345       101000
        12/19/16 DSL Police 646-0231                        62.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        01/19/17 DSL Police 646-0231                        62.00                               1000     420100    345       101000
        12/19/16 DSL Pub Serv Office 646-7949               62.00                    BLDINS     1000     430200    345       101000
        01/19/17 DSL Pub Serv Office 646-7949               62.00                               1000     430200    345       101000
        12/19/16 Sewer Treat 646-9027                       36.56                     SEWER     5310     430600    345       101000
        01/19/17 Sewer Treat 646-9027                       36.47                               5310     430600    345       101000
        12/19/16 Sewer lift 646-5141                        36.64                     SEWER     5310     430600    345       101000
        01/19/17 Sewer lift 646-5141                        36.59                               5310     430600    345       101000
        12/19/16 PCC Elevator 646-7481                      36.56                     POVAH     1000     411255    345       101000
        01/19/17 PCC Elevator 646-7481                      36.47                               1000     411255    345       101000
        12/19/16 Centrex Finance - 20%                     141.73                    FINADM     1000     410510    345       101000
        01/19/17 Centrex Finance - 20%                     149.30                               1000     410510    345       101000
        12/19/16 Centrex, Police-20%                       141.73                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
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        01/19/17 Centrex Police - 20%                      149.30                               1000     420100    345       101000
        12/19/16 Centrex, Soc Ser -10%                      70.86                    SOCSER     1000     450135    345       101000
        01/19/17 Centrex Soc Ser - 10%                      74.65                               1000     450135    345       101000
        12/19/16 Centrex, Court - 10%                       70.86                     COURT     1000     410360    345       101000
        01/19/17 Centrex Court - 10%                        74.65                               1000     410360    345       101000
        12/19/16 Centrex Pub Services - 20%                141.73                               1000     430200    345       101000
        01/19/17 Centrex, Public Services - 20%            149.30                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        12/19/16 Centrex, PCC - 10%                         86.42                     POVAH     1000     411255    345       101000
        01/19/17 Centrex, PCC - 10%                         90.21                               1000     411255    345       101000
        12/19/16 Centex Lib                                 70.86*                              2220     460100    345       101000
        01/19/17 Centrex, Lib                               74.65*                      LIB     2220     460100    345       101000
        12/19/16 E911 Viper 646-5170                        98.20                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        01/19/17 E911 Viper 646-5170                        98.02                               2850     420750    345       101000
        12/19/16 E911 255-9710                             998.78                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        01/19/17 E911 255-9710                             998.60                               2850     420750    345       101000
        12/19/16 E911 255-9712                              24.51                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        01/19/17 E911 255-9712                              25.29                               2850     420750    345       101000
        12/19/16 Alarm Lines, 646-5185                      73.12                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    345       101000
        01/19/17 Alarm Lines 646-5185                       72.94                               1000     411250    345       101000

 42869           2991 West Yellowstone Star                  289.59
       1141 01/31/17 display ad                            117.04                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    398       101000
       1069 10/31/16 2 year subscription                    26.25                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    398       101000
       1096 12/31/16 display ad                            146.30                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    398       101000
       1096 12/31/16 display ad                            146.30                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    398       101000

 42871           1796 Barta Electric, Inc.                 1,001.50
       4903 01/30/17 heaters  and installation           1,001.50                    POLICE     1000     411258    366       101000

 42872           2764 HD Supply Waterworks, Ltd.             475.20
       G711281 01/27/17 hydrant flags                      475.20*                    WATER     5210     430500    220       101000

 42873           2455 Tri State Excavating, LLC            2,100.00
       4812 01/20/17 dump truck/snow hauling             2,100.00*                   STREET     1000     430200    533       101000

 42874           2993 Land Solutions, LLC                  3,711.50
        01/29/17 growth policy, regs & zoning            3,711.50                    FINADM     1000     411000    357       101000

 42875            764 General Distributing Co.                48.98
       507763 01/31/17 cylinder rental                      48.98                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 42876           2898 TransUnion Risk and Alternative         25.00
        02/01/17 police check                               25.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
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 42877           1311 Teton Communications                   507.44
       129298 01/18/17 shipping palm mike                   15.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    362       101000
       129303 01/20/17 radio and install                   492.44*                   STREET     1000     430200    362       101000

 42878           2895 Scott Newell                            67.48
        02/07/17 i phone supplies                           67.48                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000

 42879           3009 Two Top Snowmobile                     806.00
       TK-2004-16 02/07/17 restitution disbursement        806.00                     COURT     7469     212401              101000

 42880           2856 DANA Safety Supply, Inc.            37,000.00
       456789-A 01/31/17 emergency vehicle products     37,000.00                    POLICE     4000     420110    944       101000

 42881           1885 Billion Dodge                       62,768.00
       0033584 01/31/17 2017 ram 1C6RR7XT9HS573833      31,384.00                    POLICE     4000     420110    944       101000
       0033585 01/31/17 2017 ram 1C6RR7XT0HS573834      31,384.00                    POLICE     4000     420110    944       101000

 42882           2369 River Dragon Designs/Rose              389.00
        01/06/17 town logo rubber stamp, patche            389.00                    FINADM     1000     410210    327       101000

 42883           2851 Amatics CPA Group                    9,415.00
       42187 01/31/17 audit work and fees                9,415.00                    FINADM     1000     410530    353       101000

 42884           2647 Flathead Beacon Productions             50.75
       22790 02/09/17 website updates                       50.75                    FINADM     1000     410510    356       101000

 42885           2537 Balco Uniform Co., Inc.                  9.40
       45580 02/09/17 nametape, uniforms                     9.40                    POLICE     1000     420100    226       101000

 42886           2264 MORNING GLORY COFFEE & TEA              37.50
       672767 02/04/17 coffee for dispatch                  37.50                    DISPAT     1000     420160    220       101000

 42887           2778 American Welding & Gas, Inc.            80.22
       04558341 01/26/17 1" bearing, shipping               80.22*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000

 42888            951 Barnes & Noble                          83.19
       3406582 01/27/17 library books                       83.19                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000

 42889           2507 Silvertip Pharmacy                      51.49
       01102017 01/10/17 comm help fund assistance          51.49                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    358       101000
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 42890           3013 eForce                              93,000.00
       6738 02/17/17 CAD/RMS                            93,000.00*                   DISPAT     2850     420750    398       101000

 42891           2989 US Forest Service                    9,627.66
       3002250185 02/13/17 land survey, expansion        9,627.66*                   80ACRE     1000     411000    354       101000
 cust 6018631

 42892           2260 Think One                              814.00
       1612C-01 01/13/17 design fees, amphitheater         814.00*                     PARK     1000     411000    354       101000

 42893           2801 West Yellowstone Back & Neck           160.00
       bargar 02/14/17 comm help fund assistance           160.00                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    351       101000

 42894           3010 Raymond Fransisco Alejandro             15.00
       tk-2016-71 02/02/17 bond overpayment reimburse       15.00                     COURT     7469     212401              101000

 42895           2953 SJS Architecture, P.C.               1,027.50
       4245 01/27/17 architectural services              1,027.50                    FINADM     1000     411040    354       101000

 42896            379 Energy Laboratories, Inc               420.00
       51794 01/04/17 sewer influent/effluent testin       420.00*                    SEWER     5310     430600    357       101000

 42897           2998 Stahly Engineering & Associates,     1,143.00
       2 01/10/17 Town GIS project                         571.50*                    WATER     5210     430550    355       101000
       2 01/10/17 Town GIS project                         571.50*                    SEWER     5310     430630    355       101000

 42898            151 Gallatin County WY TS/Compost          209.00
       02-091892 01/31/17 garbage disposal                 209.00                     PARKS     1000     460430    534       101000

 42899            533 Market Place                           415.31
        01/31/17 gift certificates                         403.88                    FINADM     1000     410100    220       101000
       03-233474 01/11/17 groceries, work session           11.43                    FINADM     1000     410100    220       101000

 42900           3004 Partsmaster                            224.76
       23113441 02/07/17 wrenches                          224.76                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 42901             40 Jerry's Enterprises                     29.80
       6524 01/05/17 zamboni tractor fuel                   17.04*                    PARKS     1000     460430    231       101000
       10183114 01/27/17 butt connector, loader              9.77                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       10183108 01/26/17 telephone splitter                  2.99                    SOCSRV     1000     450135    220       101000
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 42902             65 Machinery Power & Equipment Co       1,213.40
       CS0425782 12/30/16 sprocket                          58.28*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       CS0426001 01/18/17 tractor parts                    375.58*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       CS0426026 01/19/17 coupling                         145.10*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       CS0426046 01/20/17 truck parts                       76.81*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       CS0426069 01/24/17 tractor parts                     80.40*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       CS0426070 01/24/17 lamp                             197.50*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       CS0426139 01/26/17 plug kit                          23.46*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       CS0426140 01/26/17 motor gp                         280.10*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       CR0384882 01/31/17 credit                           -23.83*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000

 42903           3011 Kelvin Saul                          1,000.00
        02/14/17 Fall River helping hands donat          1,000.00                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    710       101000

 42904           3012 Pedro Galvin                         1,000.00
        02/14/17 Fall River helping hands donat          1,000.00                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    710       101000

 42905           2673 First Bankcard                         929.70
       804709 01/11/17 children's basketball jerseys       929.70                       REC     1000     460440    220       101000

 42906           2673 First Bankcard                       5,968.26
       902241655 01/04/17 safety harness                 1,663.62*                   STREET     1000     430200    226       101000
       620742 01/06/17 aluminum street signs               196.75                    STREET     1000     430200    243       101000
       9796250 01/05/17 building code books                337.19                      BLDG     1000     420531    215       101000
       C001096433 01/06/17 vehicle parts/equipment         621.24*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       5804955 01/18/17 scoop shovels                       67.98                     PARKS     1000     460430    220       101000
       7570000947 01/24/17 vehicle service and repair    1,377.45                    STREET     1000     430200    239       101000
        02/13/17 audibleListener                            14.95                      BLDG     1000     420531    215       101000
       5490659 01/19/17 harness equipment                  217.00*                   STREET     1000     430200    946       101000
       5547452 01/13/17 iphone equipment                    36.38                      BLDG     1000     420531    220       101000
        01/18/17 harness equipment                         239.70*                   STREET     1000     430200    946       101000
       2962620 01/18/17 flashing hazard warning lite       639.96*                   STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       16464 01/06/17 faucet and vent                      302.12                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       031806 01/26/17 tools                               253.92                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 42907           1872 Gopher                               8,347.95
       9256042 12/29/16 goal                             2,850.12                       REC     1000     460440    212       101000
       9267983 02/06/17 climbing wall                    5,497.83                       REC     1000     460440    212       101000

 42909           2964 CITI CARDS                           3,546.67
       402-342717 01/06/17 animal license tags              67.50                    POLICE     1000     440600    220       101000
       6058631 01/10/17 coffee, hot chocolate               47.80                    ADMFIN     1000     411250    220       101000
       1015 01/11/17 pizza for work session                 74.16                    ADMFIN     1000     410100    220       101000
       1083448 01/12/17 iphone accessories                  78.95*                   STREET     5210     430500    220       101000
       1083448 01/12/17 iphone accessories                  78.95*                    SEWER     5310     430600    220       101000
       6458620 01/06/17 camcorder, accessories             421.91                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    216       101000
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       539707825 01/06/17 ipads                          1,596.00*                    COUNC     1000     410100    212       101000
       50173G 01/31/17 postage                               6.59                     COURT     1000     410360    311       101000
       19767008 01/18/17 fingerprint pad                    54.95                    POLICE     1000     420230    220       101000
       67373 01/25/17 notary stamp and ledger               45.15                    FINADM     1000     410510    220       101000
       0572213 01/31/17 toner                              231.65                    FINADM     1000     410510    220       101000
       W519660482 01/17/17 ipad                            529.00*                   FINADM     1000     410510    212       101000
       8491456 01/19/17 ipad accessories                   119.96                     COUNC     1000     410100    220       101000
       25169G 02/02/17 postage                               6.10                    FINADM     1000     410510    311       101000
       46680G 01/18/17 postage                             188.00                    FINADM     1000     410510    311       101000

 42910            135 Food Roundup                           225.04
        12/31/16 4 Xmas gift certs                         200.00                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000
        02/01/17 supplies, jail                             25.04                      JAIL     1000     420230    220       101000

 42911           2546 Century Link QCC                        37.25
        01/23/17 long distance 646-7600                     37.25                    FINADM     1000     410510    345       101000

 42912           2616 David Arnado                           100.00
        02/14/17 reimb DOT physical                        100.00                    STREET     1000     430200    351       101000

 42913           2099 Quick Print of West Yellowstone        206.15
       9695 01/03/17 fed ex                                 56.71*                    WATER     5210     430500    311       101000
       9711 01/05/17 lamination                              9.00                    ADMFIN     1000     410510    220       101000
       9802 01/31/17 office supplies                       115.33                    STREET     1000     430200    870       101000
       9810 01/31/17 ink                                    25.11                       REC     1000     460440    216       101000

 42914           3003 Kyle Tanner                             50.00
       13126320 02/15/17 CDL reimbursement                  50.00                    STREET     1000     430200    351       101000

                           # of Claims    50      Total:  257,719.63
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 General Fund
   101000 CASH                                              $55,466.74
 2220 Library
   101000 CASH                                                 $969.46
 2850 911 Emergency
   101000 CASH                                              $95,243.40
 4000 Capital Projects/Equipment
   101000 CASH                                              $99,768.00
 5210 Water Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                               $1,182.36
 5310 Sewer Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                               $1,247.14
 7010 Social Services/Help Fund
   101000 CASH                                               $2,211.49
 7458 Court Surcharge HB176
   101000 CASH                                                 $215.00
 7467 MT Law Enforcement Academy (MLEA)
   101000 CASH                                                 $200.00
 7468 Public Defender Fee
   101000 CASH                                                  $62.00
 7469 City Court - Judge Brandis
   101000 CASH                                                 $821.00
 7699 Victims Assistance Program
   101000 CASH                                                 $216.00

                                               Total:      $257,602.59



WEST YELLOWSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Council Meeting  

January 4, 2017 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Jerry Johnson, Brad Schmier, Pierre Martineau, Cole 
Parker, Greg Forsythe 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Town Manager Daniel Sabolsky, Finance Director Lanie Gospodarek,  
Public Services Superintendent James Patterson, Chief of Police Scott Newell, Social Services 
Director Kathi Arnado 
 
Erin Benike and Vickie Barta-Little Rangers Learning Center, Kevin Germaine and Mike 
Schultz-Big Sky Resort Tax Area Board of Trustees, Richard and Teri Gibson, Katie Ostberg, 
Monika and Joe Rogers, Bob Everest, Travis Watt, Tom Cherhoniak, Ken Davis, Glen Loomis, 
Tatiana Salinas, Marysue Costello, Shane Grube, John Greve, Paul and Anita Furtaw 
Randy Wakefield, Pat Barnes, Brenna and Dan Mauer, Kevin Germaine and Mike Schultz-Big 
Sky Resort Tax Area 
 
The meeting is called to order by Mayor Jerry Johnson at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall, 440 
Yellowstone Avenue, West Yellowstone, Montana. 
 
Portions of the meeting are being recorded. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report with corresponding banking transactions is on file at the Town Offices 
for public review during regular business hours. 
 
WORK SESSION 
 
A)  Mayor Johnson calls the work session to order, the first item of discussion is state resort 

tax legislation as proposed by the Big Sky Resort Tax Area District.  Kevin Germaine 
and Mike Schultz are present, both are Big Sky residents and members of the Big Sky 
Resort Tax Area Board of Directors.  They are proposing legislation that will be 
presented to the state legislature that would allow increasing the resort tax rate from 3% 
to 4% for the purpose of building work force housing and community development.  The 
latest copy of the proposed legislation was included in the Town Council’s packet.  
Germaine briefly introduces the bill and explains that increasing the tax would still 
require a vote of the community to be implemented, after it is approved by the legislature.  
Forsythe asks some questions about the bill and clarifies that the term “workforce 
housing” is listed first in the bill.  He asks if they have a sponsor for the bill.  Germaine 
answers that they are still working on that.  He explains that two years ago, the proposed 
bill passed the house but then died in the senate by a tie vote.  He says the bill was carried 
by House Representative Kerry White, this time they want to introduce the bill by a 
senator.  Forsythe asks more questions about the process and then points out that when 
the resort tax was originally instituted, the term “tourist impacted services” was used and 
he doesn’t understand why they don’t use that term now.  Jermaine explains that the 
advice they have received from the lobbyist and attorneys in Helena, was to focus the bill 
on something specific so the legislature doesn’t view it as a general tax.  Forsythe says 
that if housing if the main reason listed in the bill for increasing the tax, he will not 
support it.  Germaine says he understands his position, but points out that housing is a 
huge problem all over the state and they feel like it is very important to include in the bill.  
Forsythe says that as he understands it, adding housing to the bill last time away is what 
caused it to fail.  Schultz acknowledges that it is very difficult to put together a bill that 
meets the needs of both communities, but emphasizes that passage of this bill would help 
both communities.  Schmier asks if they would consider rearranging the order of the 
words in the bill to make it more acceptable.  Germaine says that is a good idea, but says 
that they are now at the point where they have to put this bill before the legislature or 
they will miss the chance to submit it.  The Council discusses the issue at length with 
Germaine and Schultz.  Johnson says he agrees with Forsythe in that if they earmark the 
money, they only hurt themselves.  Ken Davis comments that the original resort tax 
legislation was written purposely vague.  He also strongly advises that they do not call it 
a sales tax.  He also understands the challenges that Big Sky is facing and recommends 
that anyone other than Big Sky carry this bill.  He says that the public perception is that  
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 Big Sky has plenty of tourists and therefore plenty of money.  He says they should have 

Gardiner or Cooke City carry it.  Glen Loomis says that the fewer words in the bill, the 
better.  He says their only chance is if they present it as a way for their community to take 
care of their own problems.  He also suggests presenting necessary projects that might 
convince committee members to just pass it.  He says the more definitions they include, 
the harder it will be for the committee members to accept.  He says they should just 
propose an increase of 1% for tourist impacted services.  Schultz says that they 
understand the view the rest of the state has of Big Sky, but emphasizes that they are 
trying to help the people that do not have a lot of money.  They have plenty of economic 
development, but no place for people to live.  Germaine thanks the Council for their time 
and asks them to carefully consider supporting the bill.  He says that he thinks West 
Yellowstone has nothing to lose and much to gain if the bill passes. 

 
B) Vickie Barta addresses the Council on behalf of the Little Rangers Learning Center.  She 

explains that the center received licensure on January 30, 2017 and opened as of February 
1.  After being open for just over a week, they reached full capacity yesterday.  Fifty 
children are enrolled and they can handle 37 at a time.  There is a waiting list for infant 
care.  Barta explains that they opened in a temporary space in the Community Protestant 
Church but they can only remain in that space until the end of August.  They have 
solicited donations in the amount of nearly $250,000.  They are asking the Town to 
consider donating land for a building.  Considering the time constraints, they expect they 
will have to order a modular building, estimated to cost around $500,000.  One of the 
bigger donors so far has indicated that they would like to see the new center placed next 
to the library so the offerings of the library can be utilized by the learning center.  Barta 
also shares some statistics that support the advantages of early education.  Forsythe asks 
if the money that has already been secured are actual donations or just commitments.  
Barta says that they are commitments.  Forsythe clarifies that the building would be 
owned by the Town and the Town would be responsible for the exterior of the building.  
Parker says that he understands that daycare is important, but says he doesn’t agree with 
the proposed location.  He doesn’t think they should put the building on the interior park 
and suggests putting the building next to the school.  Schmier points out that the vision is 
to put the new building next to the library to they can access the library amenities.  
Johnson says that they should do it right.  He suggests putting up a modular building that 
is much more affordable, like $50,000 to $100,000 until they can build the right kind of a 
building in the right place.  Sabolsky explains that the $500,000 estimate was for a 
building that was specifically designed to accommodate a childcare center and included 
everything that is required for licensure.  Johnson says that he thinks it is a big mistake to 
put the center in the middle of the downtown area in an interior park.  He says that those 
interior parks are maxed out in the summer with parking and traffic.  He suggests they 
consider the land next to the Povah center and questions whatever happened to the 
aquatic center and the land that was allocated for that.  He asks how big of a building do 
they need.  Sabolsky says that they estimate that they need 3000 square feet to operate 
correctly.  The Council discusses the proposal and discuss the level of support the Town 
may have to devote to the project.  Ken Davis says that he believes the day will come that 
Pre-K will be part of the school.  He says that many states are already funding Pre-K 
programs in the schools and that Montana will eventually follow that course.  The 
Council agrees that they should hold another work session to discuss all the options.  
Barta says that she recognizes that the Town wants it to be done correctly, not just thrown 
up anywhere it will fit.  Sabolsky asks the Council if they have any concerns with him 
assisting the board to put together options and a business plan.  The Council indicates that 
this project is good for the community and approve Sabolsky’s assistance. 

 
 The work session is adjourned at 7:40 PM.  The Town Council meeting starts at 7:50 PM. 
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ACTION TAKEN 
 
1) Motion carried to approve the claims, which total $398,946.63. (Martineau, Schmier)  

Forsythe abstains from #82831 to Westmart Building Center. 
 
2) Motion carried to approve the Consent Agenda, which includes the minutes of the 

January 17, 2017 Town Council Meeting. (Forsythe, Martineau) 
 
3) Motion carried to approve the new business license application for the Buffalo Jump 

Apartments to operate one nightly rental. (Martineau, Forsythe) Parker is opposed. 
 
4) Motion carried to approve the new business license application for Barnes on Boundary 

to operate one vacation rental unit. (Forsythe, Martineau) Parker is opposed. 
 
5) Motion carried to authorize Sabolsky to write a letter of support to the legislature to 

increase the resort tax authority for resort tax communities by 1%. (Forsythe, Parker) 
 
6) Motion carried to reappoint Yessika Vega to the Library Board of Trustees for a five-year 

term. (Martineau, Parker) 
 
7) Motion carried to reappoint Richard Gibson to the Police Commission for a term of four 

years. (Martineau, Parker) 
 
8) Motion carried to approve Resolution No. 693, a resolution amending the moratorium on 

connections to the Town’s fresh water supply system that was adopted by the Town on 
July 5, 2016, as written. (Forsythe, Martineau) 

 
9) Motion carried to establish a Safety Committee composed of employee and employer 

representatives. (Martineau, Parker) 
 
10) Motion carried to direct staff to prepare and present an ordinance to amend the West 

Yellowstone Municipal Code to authorize the police department and to provide for 
extended jurisdiction of the police department. (Martineau, Schmier) 

 
11) Motion carried to authorize Sabolsky to proceed with contract negotiations with E-Force 

to install a CAD/RMS system in this fiscal year and prepare a purchase order for the next 
Town Council Meeting. (Forsythe, Martineau) 

 
Public Comment Period 
Tom Cherhoniak comments on the new signs that are in front of the Town Hall that read 
“Parking for Town Patrons Only” and mentions that is interesting as everyone is a town patron. 
 
Council Comments 
Mayor Johnson thanks Chief Newell and his staff for their quick response.  He says his heart 
monitor recently sent out a 911 signal and he didn’t even know it when Officer Van Leeuwen 
arrived.  He also says that following the last council meeting, he checked with a local realtor and 
verified that there is a duplex lot available for sale in the Madison Addition. 
 
3) Schmier asks why are they being charged for three years of licensing.  Finance Director 

Lanie Gospodarek explains that they have been working with Neil Pringle of Ventures 
West to get this license set up as they have been operating the unit for some time.  Parker 
says that he is going to vote against both of these business license applications because 
although he recognizes that nightly rentals are legal, every time they approve a nightly 
rental they are eliminating a place for someone to live. 

 
A) Advisory Board Reports:  Parker mentions that the Planning Board is meeting 

tomorrow (February 8, 2017) at 4:30 PM.  Sabolsky says the Parks & Recreation Board is 
meeting tomorrow at noon. 
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B) Town Manager & Department Head Reports:  Town Manager Dan Sabolsky reports 

that he has been working with legal counsel on multiple issues.  He has also been 
working with ChemNet to reactivate the random drug and alchol testing program.  He 
says that he has been working with Personnel Assistant Leah Sherman and Officer 
Anthony Kearney on revising and updating the Employee Personnel Policy Manual for 
the last month and anticipate releasing the draft in the near future.  He signed an 
agreement with the Forest Service for surveying of the 80 acres, anticipated cost of 
approximately $9400.  Land Solutions will hold another public meeting on March 3, 
2017 to discuss the draft growth policy.  He says that he has worked on updating the 
building moratorium resolution to address fire suppression connections and close some 
loopholes.  They will conduct dispatcher interviews later this week and they have found a 
new computer specialist to assist with computer issues in town offices. 

 
 Public Services Superintendent James Patterson says they are running out of room to 

store snow in the interior parks.  He cautions the Council to remember that before they 
consider utilizing the interior parks for other uses.  He says they could easily receive two 
or three more feet before the winter is over, but they are very busy moving and plowing 
snow.  One blower (the green one) is out of commission.  They have shipped the parts to 
Denver for repair and hope to have them back next week.  The backup blower, the orange 
one, is working well but he is hesitant to push it any more than necessary.  He says the 
new grader is working very well, they have already put 400 hours on it.  His crew is also 
working out very well.  Patterson says that their permit to drill a new well has been 
approved, they are just working on working with DNRC to identify a location.  Finance 
Director Lanie Gospodarek reports that they have completed the annual financial audit 
and annual financial report.  She attended her first MMIA Board Meeting in Helena last 
week and learned a lot about health benefit pricing and updates from the Montana League 
of Cities and Towns.  Chief of Police Scott Newell reports that the police department has 
been busy, several snowmobile accidents to address.  The new Dodge pickups are being 
outfitted with police equipment.  They are also proceeding with the installation of the 
new 911 system and participating in trading.  Social Services Director Kathi Arnado 
reports that their numbers were lower in January.  She mentions the variety of services 
that are offered from their office and recent training opportunities.   

 
5) Mayor Johnson explains that the next agenda item is whether the town will support the 

proposed resort tax bill as presented by representatives from Big Sky.  Sabolsky says this 
item is for the council to decide whether to write a letter of support for the proposed bill.  
Martineau says that he thinks the Town has nothing to lose by supporting the bill.  
Schmier agrees and says that the bill isn’t perfect but they can go with it.  Forsythe says 
he would support sending a letter that says the Town supports a 1% increase for tourist 
impacted services.  Johnson agrees with Forsythe and says they should send a very vague 
letter indicating support for increasing authority to tax to 4%. 

 
8) Mayor Johnson reads Resolution No. 693, a resolution amending the moratorium on 

connections to the Town’s fresh water supply system that was adopted July 5, 2016.  
Sabolsky explains that they realized the original resolution did not address increase in 
usage, just new connections.  They also realized that connections for fire suppression are 
not addressed.  Johnson asks that if an application was submitted prior to adoption of this 
resolution, are they “grand-fathered” under the original moratorium.  Sabolsky says that 
they are.  Forsythe asks if there are any applications in that situation and Sabolsky says 
that there is one and they are working with them on parking and a couple other issues.  
Schmier says that he does recall that the original intent was no increase in usage.  
Johnson says that he remembers the recommended language was to base it on line size.   

 
9) Sabolsky explains that the Montana Safety Culture Act requires the Town, as an 

employer, to develop a Safety Committee for the purpose of reducing on-the-job injuries 
and illnesses.  This will be an internal committee but they felt it was necessary to present 
it to the Council. 

 



11) Sabolsky explains that they have solicited bids for a Computer Aided Dispatch/Records 
Management System (CAD/RMS) and are working on a contract with the preferred 
vendor, E-Force.  He says that they have budgeted $43,000 for this system in this budget 
year, but need to pay approximately $90,000 to get it installed.  He suggests using the 
money that was originally allocated for the restroom vault at the tennis courts ($50,000) 
to initiate the project.  Fire Chief Shane Grube explains that ISO is going to rate our area 
in early May and having a CAD/RMS system in place will help with that rating.   

 
The meeting is adjourned. (9:20 PM) 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Town Clerk 
 





















































Resolution No. 695 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WEST 
YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA TO EXEMPT THE BEER GARDEN AREA FROM 

9.12.020 OF THE WEST YELLOWSTONE MUNICIPAL CODE, PUBLIC DRINKING 
PROHIBITED, ON MARCH 10-12, 2017 DURING THE  

2017 SNOWMOBILE EXPO AND RACES 
 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of West Yellowstone desires to support and 
encourage events that bring visitors to the Town; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2017 Snowmobile Expo and Races is a special event that will be held 
on public property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the organizers and sponsors of the event desire to sell and allow the 
consumption of alcoholic beverages in the Beer Garden area, March 10-12, 2017 between the 
hours of 9 AM and 6 PM on March 10, 9 AM and 10 PM on March 11, and 9 AM and 2 PM on 
March 12, 2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 9.12.020, Part B of the West Yellowstone 
Municipal Code, the Town Council may exempt a specific area of a public place where an event 
or activity will be held from the prohibition on public drinking of alcoholic beverages; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town Council of the Town of 
West Yellowstone, County of Gallatin, State of Montana, grants an exemption to the organizers 
and the participants of the 2017 Snowmobile Expo and Races from the Public Drinking 
Prohibition in the Beer Garden area on public property, effective only on March 10-12, 2017 
between the hours indicated above.  
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF WEST 
YELLOWSTONE THIS 21ST DAY OF FEBRUARY 2017. 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Mayor 
 
 
_____________________________  _______________________________ 
Council Member    Council Member 
 
 
_____________________________  _______________________________ 
Council Member    Council Member 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Town Clerk 



ORDINANCE No. 265 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WEST 
YELLOWSTONE AMENDING THE WEST YELLOWSTONE TOWN 
CODE TO AUTHORIZE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND TO PROVIDE 
FOR EXTENDED JURISDICTION OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of West Yellowstone believes that the 
authorization of police jurisdiction is in the best interests of the health, safety, and welfare of the 
citizens of West Yellowstone; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Town Council believes it is in the best interests of the citizens of the 
Town of West Yellowstone to afford the police department extended jurisdiction outside the 
boundaries of the Town in accordance with Section 7-32-4301, MCA;  
  
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of West 
Yellowstone that the following amendments be made to the municipal code of the Town of West 
Yellowstone, effectively amending Sections 2 and 9 as follows: 
 
 Section 1:  

 
 There shall be a police department which shall be called the West Yellowstone Police 

Department governed by the municipal law of this state, as set forth in sections §7-32-4104 to 
4164, MCA.  

 
The police department shall have jurisdiction to make arrests and investigate such actives 

occurring within the corporate limits of the town, within five (5) miles of the town limits thereof, 
and along the water supply line of the Town, in accordance with §7-32-4301 MCA. 
 

The chief of police and all the police officers of the town shall serve as peace officers; to 
prevent intoxication, fights, riots, loud noises, disorderly conduct, obscenity and the acts or 
conduct which is calculated to disturb the public peace or which is offensive to the public 
morals, within the town and within three (3) miles of the limits thereof. 

 
 Section 2:  REPEALER:     All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with 
provisions of this ordinance, except as provided above, are hereby amended or repealed. 
 
 Section 3: EFFECTIVE DATE: This ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty 
(30) days after final adoption by the Town Council of the Town of West Yellowstone. 
 
 Section 4: SEVERABILITY: If any portion of this ordinance or the application 
therefore to any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other 
provisions of this ordinance which may be given effect without the invalid provisions or 
application and, to this end, the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable. 
 



 PASSED BY the Town Council and approved by the Mayor of the Town of West 
Yellowstone, Montana, this ____ day of ____________________, 20_____. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 

Mayor 

 

____________________________  _____________________________ 

Council Member     Council Member   

 

____________________________                ______________________________ 

Council Member     Council Member 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

Town Clerk 



Public Meeting 
West Yellowstone  

Growth Policy Update 
 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017 
6-8 PM 

West Yellowstone Town Hall 
440 Yellowstone Avenue 

 

The Town of West Yellowstone is preparing to update the 
growth policy, last adopted in 2006.  The Town has contracted 
with Land Solutions, LLC and the Northern Rocky Mountain 
Economic Development District (NRMEDD) to prepare the 
update.  Public input and participation is a vital part of the 

process.  This meeting is a follow up to the first meeting held in 
December.  Community members are invited to attend this 

meeting to participate and review the Conditions, Trends, and 
Projections Report.  This report and more information is 

available online at www.planwestyellowstone.com.   
Comments may also be submitted on the website. 

 

For more information, contact the Town Office at 646-7795 or 
by email to info@townofwestyellowstone.com 

 

 

http://www.planwestyellowstone.com/
mailto:info@townofwestyellowstone.com
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