
 Town of West Yellowstone 
Tuesday, February 20, 2018 

West Yellowstone Town Hall, 440 Yellowstone Avenue 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

7:00 PM 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Purchase Orders  #6757 to IntelliChoice (E Force), $20,800  
Treasurer’s Report & Securities Report ∞ 
Claims ∞ 
Consent Agenda: Minutes of February 6, 2018 Town Council Meeting ∞ 
Business License Applications ∞ 
 Highmark Rentals (Update) 

Advisory Board Report(s) 
Town Manager & Department Head Reports 
Comment Period 
 Public Comment 
 Council Comments 

 
Public Hearing: Variance Request, Front Yard Setback  
   Tract 4B of the Madison Addition, Ridgetop Properties 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ridgetop Properties Development, Tract 4B of the Madison Addition   Discussion/Action ∞ 
 Variance Request, Front Yard Setback 
 Site Plan 

Ordinance No. 266, 2nd Reading, Regulations in the Madison Addition   Discussion/Action ∞ 
 
2018 Snowmobile Expo and Races, March 9-11, 2018     Discussion/Action ∞ 
 Resolution No. 708, Open Container Resolution 
 Outside Amplification Permit 
 Special Event Permit/Temporary Closure of Iris Street   
 Exposition License 

Correspondence/FYI/Meeting Reminders ∞ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Policy No. 16 (Abbreviated) 
  Policy on Public Hearings and Conduct at Public Meetings  

 
Public Hearing/Public Meeting 
A public hearing is a formal opportunity for citizens to give their views to the Town Council for consideration 
in its decision making process on a specific issue.  At a minimum, a public hearing shall provide for submission 
of both oral and written testimony for and against the action or matter at issue.   
 
Oral Communication 
It is the Council’s goal that citizens resolve their complaints for service or regarding employees’ performance 
at the staff level.  However, it is recognized that citizens may from time to time believe it is necessary to speak 
to Town Council on matters of concern.  Accordingly, Town Council expects any citizen to speak in a civil 
manner, with due respect for the decorum of the meeting, and with due respect for all persons attending.  

• No member of the public shall be heard until recognized by the presiding officer. 
• Public comments related to non-agenda items will only be heard during the Public Comment portion of 

the meeting unless the issue is a Public Hearing.  Public comments specifically related to an agenda item 
will be heard immediately prior to the Council taking up the item for deliberation. 

• Speakers must state their name for the record. 
• Any citizen requesting to speak shall limit him or herself to matters of fact regarding the issue of 

concern. 
• Comments should be limited to three (3) minutes unless prior approval by the presiding officer. 
• If a representative is elected to speak for a group, the presiding officer may approve an increased time 

allotment. 
• If a response from the Council or Board is requested by the speaker and cannot be made verbally at the 

Council or Board meeting, the speaker’s concerns should be addressed in writing within two weeks. 
• Personal attacks made publicly toward any citizen, council member, or town employees are not 

allowed.  Citizens are encouraged to bring their complaints regarding employee performance through the 
supervisory chain of command.  

Any member of the public interrupting Town Council proceedings, approaching the dais without permission, 
otherwise creating a disturbance, or failing to abide by these rules of procedure in addressing Town Council, 
shall be deemed to have disrupted a public meeting and, at the direction of the presiding officer, shall be 
removed from the meeting room by Police Department personnel or other agent designated by Town Council or 
Operations Manager.  
 
General Town Council Meeting Information 

• Regular Town Council meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 
the West Yellowstone Town Hall, 440 Yellowstone Avenue, West Yellowstone, Montana. 

• Presently, informal Town Council work sessions are held at 12 Noon on Tuesdays and occasionally on 
other mornings and evenings.  Work sessions also take place at the Town Hall located at 440 
Yellowstone Avenue. 

• The schedule for Town Council meetings and work sessions is detailed on an agenda.  The agenda is a 
list of business items to be considered at a meeting.  Copies of agendas are available at the entrance to 
the meeting room. 

• Agendas are published at least 48 hours prior to Town Council meetings and work sessions.  Agendas 
are posted at the Town Offices and at the Post Office.  In addition, agendas and packets are available 
online at the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com. Questions about the agenda may be 
directed to the Town Clerk at 646-7795. 

• Official minutes of Town Council meetings are prepared and kept by the Town Clerk and are reviewed 
and approved by the Town Council.  Copies of approved minutes are available at the Town Clerk’s 
office or on the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com.   
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 44099           1089 Gallatin County Treasurer              477.00
       January 18 02/28/18 Tech surcharge                  130.00                     COURT     7458     212200              101000
       January 18 02/28/18 MLEA                            150.00                     COURT     7467     212200              101000
       January 18 02/28/18 Public Defender                  93.00                     COURT     7468     212200              101000
       January 18 02/28/18 Victims Assistance              104.00                     COURT     7699     212200              101000

 44102           2789 WEX Bank                             7,920.77
        02/01/18 07 Ford Expedition 6-54563A                52.20                        SS     1000     450135    231       101000
        02/01/18 06 Dodge Durango 6-1374                   189.51                    PUBSER     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 17 Dodge Ram #1                           192.79                    POLICE     1000     420100    231       101000
        02/01/18 17 Dodge Ram #2                           275.95                    POLICE     1000     420100    231       101000
        02/01/18 10 Ford Expedition 6-000046               384.69                    POLICE     1000     420100    231       101000
        02/01/18 11 Ford Expedition 6-21425A               247.87                    POLICE     1000     420100    231       101000
        02/01/18 10 JD Backhoe                               0.00                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 77 Int'l Dumptruck                          0.00                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 Snow Blower                               152.46                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 85 Ford Dumptruck                           0.00                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 140 G Grader                              368.52                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 CAT 936 Loader                            605.77                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 91 Ford 6-582                              38.91                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 15 Sweeper                                  0.00                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 97 Athey Sweeper                            0.00                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 14 Water Truck                              0.00                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 00 Freightliner Dump  6-60700A            378.48                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 2010 JD 772 Grader                      1,290.81                    POLICE     1000     420100    231       101000
        02/01/18 02 Freightliner Dump 6-54564A             337.63                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 08 Ford Pickup 6-1450                     129.63                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 08 GMC Pickup 6-1484                       80.12                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 08 CAT 938H Loader                      1,915.20                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 08 904B MiniLoader                         88.11                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 93 Dodge 6-2010                             0.00                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 YNP Truck #2                              410.42                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 08 Ford Escape (multi-use)                  0.00                    DISPAT     1000     420160    370       101000
        02/01/18 14 Police Interceptor                     224.76                    POLICE     1000     420100    231       101000
        02/01/18 15 Ford F-250                             178.44                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 YNP Truck #1                              276.40                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/01/18 18 Dodge Ram                              102.10                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000

 44103           2558 Hebgen Basin Fire District          52,834.91
        02/20/18 February 2018                          45,501.58                      FIRE     1000     420400    357       101000
        02/20/18 February 2018                           7,333.33                      FIRE     1000     420471    140       101000
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 44104             95 Energy West-Montana                  2,510.83
        02/28/18 nat gas 210361788 updl                    206.27                      UPDH     1000     411252    344       101000
        02/28/18 nat gas 210360293 Police                   23.85                    POLBLD     1000     411258    344       101000
        02/28/18 nat gas 210361746 Pub Services            571.06                    STREET     1000     430200    344       101000
        02/28/18 nat gas 210361811 old firehall            200.00                      PARK     1000     460430    344       101000
        02/28/18 nat gas 210363966 old bld ins              86.07                    STREET     1000     430200    344       101000
        02/28/18 nat gas 210360540 library                 264.60                    LIBBLD     1000     411259    344       101000
        02/28/18 nat gas 210364599 Povah                   528.54                     POVAH     1000     411255    344       101000
        02/28/18 nat gas 210361697 Iris Lift St             27.36                    PUBSVC     1000     430200    344       101000
        02/28/18 nat gas 210365425 Twn Hall                575.72                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    344       101000
        02/28/18 nat gas 210361655 Mad Add Sewe             27.36                     SEWER     5310     430600    344       101000

 44108           2813 Century Link                         1,531.26
        02/19/18 DSL Pub Serv Office 646-7949                0.00                    BLDINS     1000     430200    345       101000
        02/19/18 Police 646-7600                           334.51*                   POLICE     1000     420160    345       101000
        02/19/18 E911 Viper 646-5170                        98.74                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        02/19/18 E911 255-9710                             999.32                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        02/19/18 E911 255-9712                              25.03                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        02/19/18 Alarm Lines, 646-5185                      73.66                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    345       101000

 44146           3091 Ben Coffin                             105.00
        02/09/18 court interpreter tk-2017-575             105.00                     COURT     1000     410360    394       101000

 44147           3103 Dehui Xie                               13.00
        02/09/18 exonerted bond tk-2017-575                 13.00                     COURT     7469     212401              101000

 44148           3104 Anthony Celestina Jr                    70.00
        02/01/18 exonerated Bond TK-2017-86                 30.00                     COURT     7469     212401              101000
        02/01/18 exonerated Bond TK-2017-92                 40.00                     COURT     7469     212401              101000

 44149           2099 Quick Print of West Yellowstone        202.67
       9603 01/24/18 C Burke business cards                 49.95                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000
       9610 01/02/18 Planner, Pub Works                     11.99                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       2722 01/02/18 Shipping,water samples                 75.04                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
       2753 01/08/18 Shipping, water samples                31.58                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
       2827 01/19/18 shipping, Pathway AV                   34.11                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000

 44150           2264 MORNING GLORY COFFEE & TEA              33.75
       933117 02/07/18 coffee, dispatch                     33.75                    DISPAT     1000     420160    220       101000
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 44151           2952 DIS Technologies                       595.00
       32744 01/05/18 February monthly services            595.00                    DISPAT     1000     420160    398       101000

 44152            633 Bozeman Trophy & Engraving             136.00
       15555 01/12/18 notary supplies                      136.00                    DISPAT     1000     420160    220       101000

 44153            533 Market Place                           695.58
       646421 01/31/18 kitty litter                          8.63                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       637403 01/19/18 ice scraper, blower                  28.79                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       510880 01/05/18 soc service supplies                 18.63                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    220       101000
       625398 01/03/18 water                                 5.81                     SEWER     5310     430600    220       101000
        01/31/18 Xmas gift certificates                    633.72                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000

 44154           3105 Alex Schmier                            45.00
        02/09/18 court interpreter TK-2017-647              45.00                     COURT     1000     410360    394       101000

 44155           2658 Delfino Salinas                         60.00
        02/09/18 court interpreter TK-2018-37               60.00                     COURT     1000     410360    394       101000

 44156           3106 Ennis City Court                     1,000.00
       TK-570-201 02/14/18 bond pass through warrant     1,000.00                     COURT     7469     213000              101000

 44157           3061 Pathway AV Integration                 300.00
        02/14/18 installation, test run recordi            300.00                     COURT     1000     410360    364       101000

 44158           2991 West Yellowstone Star                1,681.15
       2383 02/01/18 Legal Ad, Ordinance 266                32.00                     ADMIN     1000     410210    327       101000
       2258 11/30/17 Nov flouride ads                      487.50                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
       2258 11/30/17 snow storage meeting                  121.95                    STREET     1000     430200    357       101000
       2315 12/31/17 Dec flouride ads                      390.00                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
       2203 10/31/17 Oct flouride ads                      390.00                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
       2203 10/31/17 Dispatcher wanted ad                   15.80                     ADMIN     1000     410210    327       101000
       2203 10/31/17 water chlorination ads                243.90                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000

 44159           1311 Teton Communications                 2,023.15
       8860 02/01/18 police radio for new truck          2,023.15*                   POLICE     4000     420110    944       101000

 44160           1864 Loomis Family Limited                   37.51
        02/07/18 fuel-Travelers                             37.51                    POLICE     1000     420100    231       101000



02/16/18                                              TOWN OF WEST YELLOWSTONE                                  Page: 4 of 8
12:08:08                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  2/18

    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim                      Vendor #/Name/            Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
        Check   Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                           PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 44161           2635 Jake's Automotive and Tire             520.70
       18587 01/27/18 impound, silver Audi                 150.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    317       101000
       17641 02/07/18 2011 Expedition, diff bolts           85.00                    STREET     1000     430200    361       101000
       17638 02/07/18 2006 Durango, ignition/relay s       285.70                    STREET     1000     430200    361       101000

 44162           1079 Assoc. of Montana Troopers             150.00
       4106 02/03/18 legislative guide books x 6           150.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    389       101000

 44163           2964 CITI CARDS                             143.11
        01/16/18 supplies, Wild West                       107.12                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000
        01/04/18 microphone, Amazon                         35.99                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    220       101000

 44164           2937 CINTAS First Aid & Safety              261.81
       5008513615 07/31/17 first aid supplies               10.95                      JAIL     1000     420230    351       101000
       5008955413 09/20/17 first aid supplies               10.95                      JAIL     1000     420230    351       101000
       5009235889 11/16/17 first aid supplies              113.01                      JAIL     1000     420230    351       101000
       5009235888 11/16/17 first aid supplies              126.90                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 44165           2898 TransUnion Risk and Alternative         25.00
        02/08/18 background database use                    25.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000

 44166           2978 Economart                            1,671.07
        01/31/18 fuel, blower & snowmobile               1,671.07                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000

 44167           3107 MarCom, LLC                            528.00
       1801327 02/09/18 water samples                      528.00                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000

 44168           2952 DIS Technologies                       595.00
       32884 02/05/18 monthly managed service              595.00                    DISPAT     1000     420160    398       101000

 44169            725 Swan Cleaners                           66.00
       7775 02/01/18 laundry service, jail                  66.00                      JAIL     1000     420230    390       101000

 44170            471 Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc.        3,427.20
       5927218 01/29/18 3" water meter + attachments     3,427.20                     WATER     5210     430500    251       101000

 44171            764 General Distributing Co.                51.46
       611141 01/31/18 compressed O2                        51.46                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
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 44172           1796 Barta Electric, Inc.                   400.43
       5151 02/01/18 trencher rental                       165.00                    STLITE     4000     460430    938       101000
       5149 02/01/18 heater, part restrooms                235.43                      PARK     1000     460430    366       101000

 44173             40 Jerry's Enterprises                    118.98
        01/31/18 fuel                                      118.98                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000

 44174            151 Gallatin County WY TS/Compost          417.05
        02/01/18 transfer station charges                  417.05                     PARKS     1000     460430    534       101000

 44175            266 Utilities Underground Location           6.28
       8015319 01/31/18 notifications                        6.28                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000

 44176           2845 Kasting, Kauffman & Mersen, PC       8,490.42
        02/06/18 legal services                          8,390.00                     LEGAL     1000     411100    352       101000
        02/06/18 postage/copies                              5.80                     LEGAL     1000     411100    870       101000
        02/06/18 phone/fax                                   0.14                     LEGAL     1000     411100    345       101000
        02/06/18 travel                                     94.48                     LEGAL     1000     411100    373       101000

 44177           2851 Amatics CPA Group                    7,500.00
       47364 01/31/18 audit work thru 1/31/18            7,500.00                     AUDIT     1000     410530    353       101000

 44178           2544 Yellowstone Lodge                      202.00
       020118/01 06/06/18 help fund room                   202.00                      HELP     7010     450135    370       101000

 44179         999999 YATES BODY SHOP, INC.                  155.10
       6e239908 01/22/18 tail light repair                 155.10                    STREET     1000     430200    361       101000

 44180            951 Barnes & Noble                         424.30
       3606645 01/29/18 library books                      306.80                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000
       3606646 01/29/18 library books                      117.50                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000

 44181           1331 West Yellowstone Foundation             40.00
        02/08/18 help fund bus vouchers                     40.00                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    370       101000

 44182           2455 Tri State Excavating, LLC            1,190.00
       5989 02/01/18 snow hauling, dump truck            1,190.00                    STREET     1000     430200    398       101000

 44183           2557 MTLEIRA                                100.00
        02/15/18 Martin membership                          50.00*                   DISPAT     1000     420160    335       101000
        02/15/18 Rightenour membership                      25.00*                   DISPAT     1000     420160    335       101000
        02/15/18 DesRochers membership                      25.00*                   DISPAT     1000     420160    335       101000
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 44184           2894 Brannon & Brannon Psychological        400.00
        12/11/17 Marquez pre-employment                    400.00                    DISPAT     1000     420100    351       101000

 44185            135 Food Roundup                           208.38
       436783 01/16/18 work session food                     8.38                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000
        02/01/18 Xmas gift certificates                    200.00                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000

 44186           2673 First Bankcard                         338.11
       6240 01/10/18 Balco Uniform                          60.65                    POLICE     1000     420100    226       101000
       13908A 01/16/18 911 Trainer                         197.95                    POLICE     1000     420160    220       101000
       119853 01/22/18 Fry's - employee meal                22.08                    POLICE     1000     420100    370       101000
       239996 01/22/18 Fry's - employee meal                16.73                    POLICE     1000     420100    370       101000
       147699 01/22/18 In n Out Burger - employee mea        7.28                    POLICE     1000     420100    370       101000
       51762 01/23/18 Olive Garden - employee meal          23.43                    POLICE     1000     420100    370       101000
        02/13/18 I Tunes - MCA app                           9.99                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000

 44187           2800 RDO Equipment Co.                    5,462.91
       P35320 02/02/18 O Ring, Oil Line                    128.98                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       P35291 02/01/18 Cutting Edges, 2                    808.97                    STREET     1000     430200    361       101000
       P35468 02/14/18 V Plow Cutting Edges, 4           4,524.96                    STREET     1000     430200    361       101000

 44188           2813 Century Link                           162.00
        01/28/18 646-7949                                  162.00                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000

 44189           2673 First Bankcard                       7,231.68
       16884 12/27/17 Waterford ultrasonic controlle     1,656.09                     SEWER     5310     430630    369       101000
       9656887974 01/02/18 Grainger sewer pump           1,097.57                     SEWER     5310     430630    369       101000
       95290 01/05/18 Billion Dodge step boards            520.00                    STREET     4000     430200    944       101000
       291776 01/05/18 Home Depot Light tripod              79.94                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       3391449 01/08/18 Amazon protective coveralls         71.22                     SEWER     5310     430600    226       101000
       SO490195 01/08/18 Instrumart submers. transmit      799.00                     SEWER     5310     430630    369       101000
       5J1800105 01/17/18 Mt Govt Coffin training          140.00                     SEWER     5310     430600    380       101000
       5J1800104 01/17/18 MT Govt Arnado/Van Leeuwen       420.00                     WATER     5210     430500    380       101000
       109110 01/17/18 Home Depot Schlage Keyless          168.97                    STREET     1000     430200    366       101000
       7760255 01/18/18 Amazon protective coveralls         74.92                     SEWER     5310     430600    226       101000
       2807400 01/18/18 Amazon Rechargeable battery         16.99                     WATER     5210     430550    369       101000
       0585043 01/18/18 Amazon solenoid valve              134.00                     SEWER     5310     430630    369       101000
       28958871 01/04/18 Webstaurant Store Sink            481.98                      UPDL     4000     460460    920       101000
       16902 01/24/18 Waterford ultrasonic controlle     1,571.00                     SEWER     5310     430630    369       101000
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    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim                      Vendor #/Name/            Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
        Check   Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                           PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 44190            162 House of Clean                          95.39
       201418 01/08/18 nitrile gloves                       95.39                     PARKS     1000     460430    220       101000

 44191             73 Westmart Building Center             1,289.73
        01/27/18 Street Buildings                           87.95                    STREET     1000     430200    366       101000
        01/27/18 Street Supplies                            28.75                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
        01/27/18 Sewer Supplies                            176.05                     SEWER     5310     430600    220       101000
        01/27/18 Water Supplies                             30.66                     WATER     5210     430500    220       101000
        01/27/18 Police Supplies                            18.05                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
        01/27/18 Povah                                      17.09                     POVAH     1000     411255    220       101000
        01/27/18 Parks Grounds                               3.80*                    PARKS     1000     460430    365       101000
        01/27/18 Parks Supplies                              7.12                     PARKS     1000     460430    220       101000
        01/27/18 Parks Buildings                            12.98                     PARKS     1000     460430    366       101000
        01/27/18 UPDL Remodel                              907.28                      UPDL     4000     460460    920       101000

 44192           2779 Treasure State Lock & Key              707.33
       993135 12/21/17 pumphouse lock, keys                197.33*                    SEWER     5310     430600    366       101000
       993135 12/21/17 Town Park bldgs lock, keys          355.00                      PARK     1000     411253    366       101000
       993135 12/21/17 clinic lock, keys                   155.00                    CLINIC     1000     411251    366       101000

 44193           2977 Staples Credit Plan                     51.98
       1984658211 01/06/18 Office Supplies                  51.98                    DISPAT     1000     420160    220       101000

                           # of Claims    53      Total:  114,704.00
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 General Fund
   101000 CASH                                              $95,170.97
 2220 Library
   101000 CASH                                                 $460.29
 2850 911 Emergency
   101000 CASH                                               $1,123.09
 4000 Capital Projects/Equipment
   101000 CASH                                               $4,097.41
 5210 Water Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                               $6,081.26
 5310 Sewer Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                               $5,950.35
 7010 Social Services/Help Fund
   101000 CASH                                                 $260.63
 7458 Court Surcharge HB176
   101000 CASH                                                 $130.00
 7467 MT Law Enforcement Academy (MLEA)
   101000 CASH                                                 $150.00
 7468 Public Defender Fee
   101000 CASH                                                  $93.00
 7469 City Court - Judge Brandis
   101000 CASH                                               $1,083.00
 7699 Victims Assistance Program
   101000 CASH                                                 $104.00

                                               Total:      $114,704.00



WEST YELLOWSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Council Meeting  

February 6, 2018 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Brad Schmier, Jerry Johnson, Pierre Martineau, Greg 
Forsythe 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Town Manager Daniel Sabolsky, Finance Director Lanie Gospodarek,  
Public Services Superintendent James Patterson, Officer Neil Courtis, Social Services Director 
Kathi Arnado 
 
Richard & Teri Gibson, Fire Chief Shane Grube, Head Dispatcher Brenda Martin and her son, 
Lucas Aston, Moira Dow, Mindie Morris, Lauren Andersen, Terri Beth Dumsday, Doc and Mrs. 
Deconotour, Kaitlyn Johnson, Jerry Schmier, Bob Patzke, Grant Jackson 
 
The meeting is called to order by Mayor Brad Schmier at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall, 440 
Yellowstone Avenue, West Yellowstone, Montana. 
 
Portions of the meeting are being recorded. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report with corresponding banking transactions is on file at the Town Offices 
for public review during regular business hours. 
 
ACTION TAKEN 
 
1) Motion carried to approve the claims, which total $373,451.72. (Forsythe, Martineau) 
 
2) Motion carried to approve the minutes of the January 16, 2018 Town Council Meeting. 

(Johnson, Martineau) 
 
3) Motion carried to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 266, as written. (Forsythe, 

Martineau)  Johnson is opposed. 
 
4) Motion carried to authorize the payment of $100,000 to Community Health Partners as 

agreed upon in the risk share agreement. (Martineau, Johnson) 
 
5) Motion carried to accept the recommendation to finance the Siegel Learning Center 

through First Security Bank with a 7-year fixed rate amortized over 10 years. (Martineau, 
Johnson)  Forsythe abstains. 

 
6) Motion carried to approve the revised staffing plan, dated 1/30/18. (Forsythe, Martineau)  

Johnson is opposed. 
 
7) Motion carried to appoint the current members of the Town Council as members of the 

Board of Adjustments. (Forsythe, Martineau) 
 
Public Comment Period 
Town Clerk Liz Roos invites everyone to attend the high school basketball games this week and 
promises that they will be great games and worth attending. 
 
Council Comments 
Council Member Greg Forsythe says that he thinks it is time address adequate medical care in 
West Yellowstone and encourages the Town to put some time into this problem very soon.  
Mayor Schmier says that he did have a phone conversation with the auditor and was pleased to 
hear that there were no red flags or significant concerns to address. 
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Presentation:  Custer-Gallatin Forest Service Plan Update, District Ranger Jason Brey 
District Ranger Jason Brey explains that they are halfway through the process of developing a 
new plan for the Custer-Gallatin Forest.  He explains that the public comment period is now 
open through March 5, 2018 and now would be the time to comment.  He says that proposed 
plan does recognize Whiskey Springs as a municipal water supply and designated recreation 
emphasis areas such as the Rendezvous Ski Trails and the north shore of Hebgen Lake .  He says 
they are recommending adding a sliver of wilderness area adjacent to the Lee Metcalf wilderness 
area.  Forsythe asks who else works on this committee.  Brey says they have a core staff that 
works on forest planning including a wildlife biologist, a rec planner, a vegetation ecologist, and 
staff that is familiar with this forest.  Johnson asks how long does a “wilderness study area” 
remain a “wilderness study area.”  Brey says that they basically wait until Congress decides to 
designate it as such or release it for use. 
 
Public Hearing:  Ordinance No. 266, an ordinance that regulates tourist homes, living in 
recreational vehicles, and workforce housing in the Madison Addition to minimize the potential 
negative impacts on this residential neighborhood.  Mayor Schmier opens the hearing and reads 
the short version of the ordinance to the audience and offers copies of the full ordinance, which 
includes all the definitions, to anyone that would like one.  Grant Jackson, President of the Board 
of Director of the Madison Addition Property Owners Association addresses the Council.  He 
says that the Board of Directors strongly supports Ordinance No. 266 and urgently request it be 
adopted as soon as possible.  Bob Patzke says that he also supports the ordinance and encourages 
the Council adopt it.  Moira Dow says she also supports the ordinance and only suggests steeper 
fines for violations.  Jerry Schmier says he also supports the ordinance.  Mayor Schmier invites 
anyone that opposes the ordinance to speak.  Mindy Morris says she favors most of the ordinance 
but questions why workforce housing is being regulated or prohibited in the Madison Addition.  
Mayor Schmier acknowledges an email from Udo Freund and his wife, Janet, who strongly favor 
the passage of the ordinance.  He also acknowledges two letters of opposition, one from Josh 
Gregory and the other from Courtnie Gregory.  They do not favor passage of the ordinance and 
Schmier reads a portion of the lengthy letters.  Teri Gibson says that she lives in the Madison 
Addition and favors the ordinance as it is written.  Terri Beth Dumsday says that she is also in 
favor of the ordinance.   No other comments are offered and Mayor Schmier closes the hearing. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
3) Town Manager Dan Sabolsky explains that they would have liked to put heftier fines in 

the ordinance but they are limited to what is allowed by state law, $300 for the first 
offence and $500 for each subsequent offense, but violators can be cited daily.  Sabolsky 
says that in the zoning code, they already allow up to 4 unrelated people in a house and 
that is also allowed by this ordinance and the existing covenants.  Sabolsky says that he 
will add a map to the ordinance that exhibits the boundaries of the Madison Addition.  He 
adds that both of the housing projects that are being planned in the Madison Addition will 
have development agreements where it will be clear that nightly rentals are not allowed.  
Johnson asks if the homeowners association has voted or discussed this issue at a 
meeting.   Grant Jackson responds that they have not formally discussed it.  Sabolsky 
adds that the association intends to adopt similar language after this ordinance is 
approved.  Johnson says that disagrees with the language that pertains to living 
recreational vehicles.  He says that he thinks it should simply say that no one may live in 
a recreational vehicle.  He says they fought to have the right to park and prepare their 
recreational vehicles and not have to worry about being regulated or how long it is 
plugged in.  Schmier reads the definitions from the ordinance that relate to workforce 
housing and encourages anyone that is interested to get a full copy of the ordinance.  Rich 
Gibson says this issue has been discussed at the homeowners association meetings 
multiple times.  He says he believes the issue has been agreed upon by the majority of the 
people that attend the meetings.  Patterson suggests that the association send out a mail 
ballot to gauge support from all the property owners in the Madison Addition.   
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4) Mayor Schmier explains that the town budgeted $100,000 as the risk share with 

Community Health Partners for calendar year 2017.  Forsythe says that he reviewed the 
financial records provided by CHP for the last four years.  He points out that there have 
been significant increases in revenue, including patient collections and donations, but a 
decrease in federal grant funding.  He points out increases in expenses and administration 
costs.  He says that the overhead allocation has increased 50%.  The Council discusses 
the operation of the clinic by CHP.  Schmier says he has also had questions about their 
overhead costs but also acknowledges that they have taken steps to expand their hours 
and provide more services.   

 
5) Mayor Schmier explains that they have proposals from the two local banks to finance the 

Siegel Learning Center.  Sabolsky says that contrary to rumors, he did not favor one bank 
over the other.  Finance Director Lanie Gospodarek says that it was nice to have a 
proposal from Yellowstone Basin as they have not always responded to requests for 
banking services.  However, First Security Bank has worked with the Town on multiple 
projects and was able to offer a financing proposal that is more advantageous to the 
Town.  She recommends accepting the option from First Security Bank for a 7 year fixed 
rate amortized over 10 years.  Forsythe asks if the loan is for $650,000 or $750,000?  
Gospodarek explains that according to the agreement with the West Yellowstone 
Foundation, they are not obligated to give the Town the last $100,000 it committed to for 
another two years, which means the Town would have to borrow that $100,000 for two 
years.  The Council asks multiple questions about the financing options. 

 
6) Town Manager Dan Sabolsky explains that in preparation of the collective bargaining 

agreements and the upcoming budget, he would like to add a new position to the staffing 
plan, an Executive Assistant to the Town Manager.  He says he would like to create it at 
this time so it can be included in the collective bargaining agreement.  He also says he 
would like to eliminate the senior recreational counselor and just hire three recreational 
counselors.  He says that this change was agreed to by the Recreation Coordinator and 
Public Services Superintendent.  He says they also realized that based on current 
negotiations, the wage for this senior counselor was getting very close to what we pay 
full-time year round employees and that did not seem appropriate.  He requests approval 
of these modifications so they may proceed with the agreements and work on funding for 
the new position.  Johnson expresses concerns about not yet knowing what the new 
position will cost or the wage.  He feels that they are getting ahead of themselves by 
approving the staffing plan now. 

 
7) Schmier explains that in the past, the Council has always acted as the Board of 

Adjustments, but they can find no official action to designate that.  Sabolsky says that 
legal counsel recommended making a motion to appoint the current Council as the Board 
of Adjustments and they will follow up that action with an ordinance.  He says the 
ordinance will detail that sitting council members will always sit as members of the 
Board of Adjustments. 

 
A) Town Manager Report/Department Head Reports:  Town Manager Dan Sabolsky 

reports that he asked Town Engineer Dick Dyer to submit monthly status reports on 
current projects.  He says that he has seen a draft of the report for this month and the 
Council can expect to see that report this week.  Representatives from Bozeman 
Health/CHP were in Town last week to research what types of services and needs we 
have in West Yellowstone.  The Electric Street project by Ridgetop Properties will be 
seeking a variance at the next meeting in regards to their site plan.  The Safety 
Committee met last week and discussed issues and current concerns and immediately 
addressed some snow and ice issues at the Povah Center.  They are still trying to finish up 
the drafts of the collective bargaining agreements and they hope to have them completed 
soon.  The Legal Services RFP responses have been received and Chief Newell, Council 
Member Forsythe and himself are going to conduct an initial review and will eventually 
ask the finalists to come down and make presentations.  Sabolsky says he met with the 
developer of the Moonrise property (northwest corner of the Madison Addition) and the  
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 proposed development.  He says that the preliminary plans include up to 138 housing 

units, a buffer zone between existing houses, and a 2 acre park in the middle of the 
development.  He says they are working on putting together a working group to address 
water sampling issues.  Council Member Johnson requests copies of the legal services 
RFPs prior to the presentations.   

 
 Social Services Director Kathi Arnado reports on traffic in the Social Services 

department, particularly unemployment and housing issues.  She mentions a large 
furniture donation from the Wyndham Resort.  Officer Neil Courtis reports in place of 
Chief Newell, who is on vacation.  He says operations at the Police department have been 
smooth in his absence.  Courtis explains that the Town has been in possession of a Dodge 
Durango since last fall when the owner was arrested and sent to jail.  The mother of the 
owner intended to come from Colorado to get the vehicle.  The vehicle was stored out at 
the sewer lagoon but then the vehicle was seriously vandalized.  He says that they have 
proposed to the mother that they will reimburse her $1100 for the vehicle and junk the 
vehicle.  He says that they should probably consider a fence for the area.  Finance 
Director Lanie Gospodarek reports that the auditor came last week to audit FY 2017.  
They are still in the process of responding to her requests but things seem to be going 
well.  She also mentions progress on the Town’s Annual Financial Report and working 
with Patterson to add up the costs of maintaining the dining lodge.  Public Services 
Superintendent James Patterson reports on snow removal, clearing snow from the roof at 
the dining lodge, and remodeling the bathrooms on the east end.  He says that they have 
looked into putting up a fence at the sewer lagoon to meet up with the fence that is 
around the airport runway.  He says the quote was $100,000 so they are looking at other 
options.  He says the roads are very slick right now and they have been working on 
clearing back the snow at the intersections.   

 
 Sabolsky says that Johnson inquired at the last meeting about the Growth Policy.  He says 

that they are currently $147 under budget but they are expecting one more bill from that 
project of approximately $1300.    

 
B) Town Manager Dan Sabolsky says that they met with Town Employee Dan Hoskins this 

morning and discussed some of the current issues.  Hoskins indicated that he was 
comfortable working through this problem with the administration and did not need to 
appear before the Council this evening.  Hoskins confirmed this desire to be removed 
from the agenda through a text to Sabolsky. 

 
Correspondence/FYI/Meeting Reminders 
Sabolsky presents the current site plan for the Electric Street project and the variance they expect 
to request at the next meeting.  Dated December 21, 2017, Fran Penner-Ray writes to thank the 
Town for its support of nordic skiing.  There is a Gallatin County Hazard Mitigation planning 
meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 8, 2018 here at the Town Hall.  Sabolsky also 
mentions an email from a gentleman that wishes to sell Flathead Cherries in West Yellowstone 
and purchase or be deeded one of the interior parks.   
 
The meeting is adjourned. (9:00 PM) 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Town Clerk 













To West Yellowstone Town Manager and Council: 

 I would like to comment on the proposed development of tract 4B of the 
Madison Addition. I see that there is a public hearing to grant a variance to the 
standard front yard setback. I believe there are far more issues that need to be 
addressed or far more variances to be granted. A standard parking spot is 10’ X 
20’, an extended cab long box pickup is longer than 20’ so it will hang out into the 
street, and the site plan shows 1 drive way parking spot for each unit. Section 
17.42.030 (D) of the West Yellowstone Municipal Code states that “Required 
parking spaces shall not be located in any required front or side yard in an R4 
district, except that in a single or multifamily use, of the required two spaces, one 
may be within the driveway area”. I believe that means the second required 
parking space cannot be in a front or side yard setback. The Madison Addition has 
always solved this by requiring a minimum of a single car garage but the space 
does not have to be in a garage to meet zoning requirements. Section 17.30.100 
of the Municipal Code states that corner lots shall have front yard setbacks on 
both streets and it appears that the site plan shows set backs on the north and 
south streets may be as small as 8’ to 10’.  This would also call into question 
Section 17.30.010 maintaining visibility at intersections. In conclusion I would 
think it would not be advisable to grant a front yard setback variance when they 
have not even acknowledged front yard setbacks on all streets. I would also think 
it would be prudent to ask the people in the adjoining neighbor hood and the 
Madison Addition HOA if they have any issues with this. 

 On a different topic, the site plan shows 28’ from curb to curb. If a parking 
spot is 10’ wide, that would mean that if a car parked on both sides of the street, 
there would only be 8’ to pass between them. This is definitely not adequate 
access for emergency vehicles. If there is not off street parking they will have to 
be parking on the street. There has not been much information provided to the 
public, but if the Town of West Yellowstone is going to be expected to assume 
ownership and maintenance responsibilities for the streets, sewer and water 
systems on this 2 acre tract, I think we should expect quality streets that can be 
plowed and maintained the same way the rest of the streets in the Madison 
Addition are. If these are private drive ways then visibilities and emergency 



vehicle access should still be a top priority including assurances that snow 
removal and parking enforcement will be provided to allow for basic safety to be 
provided. 

 If this type of minimalistic development is allowed to occur on tract 4B, 
does this set the standard for the type of development that we will have to allow 
on tract 1 ( Moonrise Way ) only on a much larger scale? I would like to see more 
affordable housing on the market as much as anyone, but rushing into a 
development that doesn’t even try to meet minimum standards can easily 
become a tremendous burden on the tax payers of West Yellowstone. 

I have been watching for a notice for a Planning and Zoning Board meeting but 
have not seen any, even though the bylaws of the board call for quarterly 
meetings. If this group is not being consulted then the public has lost their think 
tank and direct conduit to be able to voice their concerns and desires to the Town 
Council and Town Manager. 

If anyone wishes to discuss these issues, please feel free to contact me in person 
or at 640-1431, or evanmathews53@gmail.com. Thank you for your time and 
consideration.  

Sincerely 

 

Evan Mathews 

Concerned Citizen 

mailto:evanmathews53@gmail.com


ORDINANCE 266 
 
 
Whereas, tourist rentals, workforce housing, and persons living in recreational vehicles in 
residential neighborhoods bring transients, traffic, create potential safety issues and could 
negatively impact surrounding property values in the Madison Addition; and 
 
Whereas, short-term tourist rentals are occurring in West Yellowstone as the result of internet-
based brokerages or other agencies listing available dwellings and facilitating rental reservations; 
and 
 
Whereas, these arrangements are typically not rentals or leases that convey a real property 
interest and the exclusive right to possession but instead are permission to use a home (or a 
portion of it) for a short time, without the exclusive right to possession for a minimum of thirty 
(30) days occupancy, which makes them in essence a transient occupancy hotel or motel 
booking; and 
 
Whereas, the demand for short-term tourist rental units has resulted in long-term rental units 
being withdrawn from the market; and 
 
Whereas, long-term single-family residential units are being converted to workforce housing 
units; and  
 
Whereas, the Town Council of the Town of West Yellowstone finds it is necessary for the health, 
safety and welfare of the citizens of the Town of West Yellowstone that the Town should regulate 
tourist rentals, workforce housing, and living in recreational vehicles within the residential 
neighborhood known as the Madison Addition, and 
 
Whereas this Ordinance will provide the necessary regulations and restrictions until the Town 
completes the revision of its Zoning Ordinance.   
 
PASSED BY the Town Council and approved by the Mayor of the Town of West Yellowstone, 
Montana, this ____ day of ____________________, 2018. 
 
_____________________________   __________________________ 
Brad Schmier, Mayor/Councilman   Greg Forsythe, Deputy Mayor/Councilman 
 
_____________________________   __________________________  
Pierre Martineau, Councilman   Jerry Johnson, Councilman 
 
_____________________________    
Chris Burke, Councilman    ATTEST:    
 

__________________________ 
Elizabeth Roos 
Town Clerk  



 

SECTION 1: 

PURPOSE:   
 
This Section regulates tourist homes, living in recreational vehicles, and workforce housing 
within the Madison Addition to minimize the potential negative impacts on this residential 
neighborhood.  
 
SECTION 2: 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 
These definitions are for this particular Ordinance only.  
 
Apartment: a habitable room or suite of two or more habitable rooms meeting the requirements 
of the International Building Code, located in an apartment building or used for residential 
purposes in non-residential buildings located within non-residential districts. Efficiency units 
shall qualify as an apartment under this definition.  
 
Bed and Breakfast: means a private, owner or manager occupied residence that is used as a 
private residence but in which: 1) breakfast is served and is included in the charge for a guest 
room; and 2) the number of daily guests served does not exceed 18. MCA 50-51-102 (1). 
 
Guest House: An attached or detached accessory building used to house guests of the occupants 
of the principal building, and which is never rented or offered for rent. Any guest house 
containing separate cooking facilities shall be considered a separate dwelling unit. 
 
Hotel/Motel: includes 1) a building or structure kept, used, maintained as, advertised as, or held 
out to the public to be a hotel, motel, inn, motor court, tourist court, or public lodging house; and 
2) a place where sleeping accommodations are furnished for a fee to transient guests, with or 
without meals. MCA 50-51-102 (6). 
 
Household: a person living alone, or any of the following groups living together as a single non-
profit housekeeping unit and sharing common living, sleeping, cooking, and eating facilities: 1) 
any number of people related by blood, marriage, adoption, guardianship or other duly-
authorized custodial relationship; 2) not more than four unrelated people; or 3) two unrelated 
people and any children related to either of them; 4) Household does not include: a) any society, 
club, fraternity, sorority, association, lodge, combine, federation, coterie, cooperative housing or 
like organization; b) any group of individuals whose association is temporary or seasonal in 
nature; or any group of individuals who are in a group living arrangement as a result of criminal 
offenses.  
 
Municipal Infraction - Civil Offense: a municipal infraction is a civil offense punishable by a 
civil penalty of not more than $300 for each violation or if the infraction is a repeat offense, a 
civil penalty not to exceed $500 for each repeat violation. MCA 7-1-4150.  

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/7/1/7-1-4150.htm


 
Person: means one individual.  
 
Recreational Vehicle: a vehicular-type portable structure without permanent foundation, which is 
built on a single chassis; which is designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by 
another motor vehicle; primarily designed as temporary living accommodations for recreational, 
camping, and travel use including, but not limited to, boats, travel trailers, truck campers, 
camping trailers and self-propelled motor homes.  (Eliminated width and length and reworded a 
section “towed by another motor vehicle.”)  

 
Rooming-house or boardinghouse: means buildings in which separate sleeping rooms are rented 
that provide sleeping accommodations for three or more persons on a weekly, semimonthly, 
monthly, or permanent basis, whether or not meals or central kitchens are provided but without 
separated cooking facilities or kitchens within each room, and whose occupants do not need 
professional nursing or personal-care services provided by the facility. 
 
Tourist Home: means a private home or condominium that is not occupied by an owner or 
manager and that is rented, leased, or furnished in its entirety to transient guests on a daily or 
weekly basis. MCA 50-51-102 (12). Also, for Town proposes, known as a short-term, vacation, 
or nighty rentals. 
 
“Transient guest” means a guest for only a brief stay, such as the traveling public. MCA 50-51-
102 (13). Any stay under thirty (30) days shall be considered a transient guest.  
 
SECTION 3: 
   
MADISON ADDITION AREA: 
 
These regulations will focus on tourist rentals, workforce housing, and living in recreational 
vehicles ONLY within the residential neighborhood known as the Madison Addition. See 
attached map. 
 
SECTION 4:   
 
TOURIST HOME RENTALS: 
 
Tourist home rentals (also known as short-term, nightly, or vacation rentals) are strictly 
prohibited within the area defined as the Madison Addition. The Town will periodically monitor 
various websites and other media that specialize in these types of rental properties. Any property 
owner or their authorized agent advertising properties for tourist home rentals, within the 
Madison Addition, on these sites is in violation of this Ordinance of conducting a tourist home 
rental.  
 
 
 



SECTION 5:   
 
WORKFORCE HOUSING: 
 
Workforce housing is permitted in the Madison Addition if it conforms to the definition of 
household listed above in Section 2, under the following conditions: 
 

1) The dwelling unit must contain at least two bedrooms. 
2) It must meet all Health and Fire Department regulations. 
3) Must meet the Town’s parking regulations. 
4) The Owner of the residence shall apply to the Town for a permit to allow the 

residence to be used as workforce housing. The fee for the permit shall be set by 
resolution and the permit must be renewed annually. Any permits for workforce 
housing granted by the Town may be revoked upon notice to the Owner of written 
complaints being filed regarding the residence.   

5) If such a complaint is received, the Town Manager will investigate the complaint and 
report its findings to the Town Council.  The Town Council shall set the matter for a 
hearing, if one is requested by the property owner. The Town Council shall hear 
evidence and make a decision on whether the complaint is accurate and of sufficient 
grounds to revoke the permit. 

 
SECTION 6:   
 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES: 
 
Living in recreational vehicles is strictly prohibited in the Madison Addition. (Deleted old 
language regarding electric connections). Sewer connections are prohibited. Water connections 
are allowed to refill freshwater tanks and then must be disconnected. Electricity can be 
connected to maintain batteries, provide for refrigeration during loading while preparing for 
departure, or unloading upon return, and heat only during below freezing temperatures not to 
exceed five days in any fourteen (14) consecutive day period.   
 
SECTION 7:  
 
RESIDENTIAL USES: 
 
Only single-family residential dwellings are permitted in the Madison Addition except in R-3 
and R4 Zoning Districts. Prohibited uses in Madison Addition’s R-1 and R-2 Districts include 
rooming or boarding houses, apartments, duplexes, bed and breakfasts, guest houses, tourist 
homes, and other like uses are strictly prohibited. 
 
In R-3 Districts, besides single-family dwellings, two to four family residential dwelling units 
are also permitted. Besides the uses in R-3, R-4 allows efficiency units and apartments.  Uses 
including rooming or boarding houses, bed and breakfasts, guest houses, tourist homes, and other 
like uses are strictly prohibited in the Madison Addition R-3 and R-4 Zoning Districts. 
 



SECTION 8:  
 
VIOLATION & PENALTY: 
 
Any violation(s) of this Ordinance will be considered a municipal infraction by the Town of West 
Yellowstone, in accordance with Section 1.12.020 WYMC.   





From: Ken Oravsky
To: eroos@townofwestyellowstone.com
Cc: Claire; president@madadd.org; secretary@madadd.org
Subject: Comment on Ordinance 266
Date: Wednesday, February 14, 2018 2:12:56 PM

Hello, 

We would like the Town Council to consider the following comment in regard to Ordinance 266:

We generally approve, but we do have one concern:  The Madison Addition covenants prohibit living in campers, but do
provide an exception (See Section 14, reproduced below) to allow owner/builders to live onsite in a camper during the
approved construction window.  Will the ordinance superceed this part of the covenants?  If so, we would like to see this
exception to remain in force as an exception listed in the Ordinance.  

We will be building in a few years and have been counting on living and working on our lot during this period.  There would
be some cost savings involved, but the primary reason we wish to live onsite during construction is to provide security for
materials, tools, equipment, and partially completed construction. Whenever we visit our lot, there is fresh evidence of
neighborhood kids building small structures, re-arranging stakes and flags, damaging trees, and bringing in junk.  I can't
imagine what they would do with a partially completed house or tools and materials.

We would hope to see this exception continued.  There are still many vacant lots, so this exception would benefit more people
than just us.  As for enforcement, new construction in progress, approved by MadAdd Architectural Committee and permitted
by the Town, would be easily identifiable and would appear distinctly different than someone just living in an camper. 

Thank you for your consideration.
Ken and Claire Oravsky
406-245-2861
304 Shoshone Ave. lot owners

***********************************************************

Madison Addition Covenants--Sections relating to Construction

Section 14: Temporary Structures and Storage

No trailer, mobile home, basement, tent, shack, garage, or camper shell shall be used at any time on the premises, as a
residence or a place for habitation or sleeping, temporarily or permanently, except where the same may reasonably be
necessary during construction and never without: a) the prior approval of the committee, which is revocable at any time in its
discretion, and b) never for more than seven (7) months at a time.  No structure of a temporary nature shall be permitted to be
kept or stored on the premises except under the terms of this Section.

No trailer, boat, mobile home, snowmobile, camper or any like property shall be permitted or kept stored on any premises
except under the provisions of sub-paragraph (a) and (b) of the Section.  Storage thereof is permissible if same is covered,
fenced, and/or screened parking space is provided, which must be approved by the Committee.

***********************************************************

mailto:kenoravsky@gmail.com
mailto:eroos@townofwestyellowstone.com
mailto:mcoravsky@gmail.com
mailto:president@madadd.org
mailto:secretary@madadd.org
https://maps.google.com/?q=304+Shoshone+Ave&entry=gmail&source=g


 
To: Town Council 

From: Daniel Sabolsky 

cc: Liz Roos 

Date: 2/16/2018 

Re: Nightly Rental 

The following is a summary of current regulations that are in existence already, both Madison 
Addition Covenants and Town Regulations that pertain to nightly rentals, living in recreational 
vehicles, and workforce housing: 

Living in Recreational Vehicles:  

1) “Occupancy of recreational vehicles is not permitted.” Amendment to Protective 
Covenants of the Madison Addition to the City of West Yellowstone (January 18, 
2002).  

2) 17.10.020, 17.12.020, 17.14.020, and 17.16.020 Town Zoning: Living in an RV is not 
permitted use in any Zoning District in the Madison Addition. 

In both the Madison Addition and the Town’s regulations, living in an recreational 
vehicle is already prohibited.  

Workforce Housing: 

1) “Family: Any individual or two or more persons related by blood or marriage, or a 
group of not more than four persons (excluding servants) who need not be related by 
blood or marriage, living together as a single non-profit housekeeping unit.” 
Protective Covenants of the Madison Addition to the City of West Yellowstone – 
Amended and Restated (October 15, 1984). 

2) 17.10.020, 17.12.020, 17.14.020, and 17.16.020 Town Zoning: Workforce housing is 
not a permitted use. Only one-family residential are permitted and some other non-
residential uses. 

3)  “Family: Any individual or two or more persons related by blood or marriage, or a 
group of not more than four persons (excluding servants) who need not be related by 
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blood or marriage, living together as a single non-profit housekeeping unit.” Town of 
West Yellowstone Zoning Code 17.04.190. 
 
In both the Madison Addition and the Town’s regulations, workforce housing is 
clearly regulated by the same definition of family – therefore it is allowed only 
for not more than four unrelated persons. It matches what is included in the 
proposed ordinance. 

Tourist Homes:  

1) “Family: Any individual or two or more persons related by blood or marriage, or a 
group of not more than four persons (excluding servants) who need not be related by 
blood or marriage, living together as a single non-profit housekeeping unit.” 
Protective Covenants of the Madison Addition to the City of West Yellowstone – 
Amended and Restated (October 15, 1984). 

2) 17.10.020, 17.12.020, 17.14.020, and 17.16.020 Town Zoning: Tourist Homes are 
not permitted use in any Zoning District in the Madison Addition. 

3) “Family: Any individual or two or more persons related by blood or marriage, or a 
group of not more than four persons (excluding servants) who need not be related by 
blood or marriage, living together as a single non-profit housekeeping unit.” Town of 
West Yellowstone Zoning Code 17.04.190. 
 
 
In both the Madison Addition and the Town’s regulations, tourist homes are 
clearly regulated by the same definition of family – therefore it must be a “non-
profit housekeeping unit.” Tourist homes are clearly a commercial endeavor. 
In addition, it is not a permitted use in the any residentially zoned area in the 
Madison Addition. 
 
 

Conclusion: 
 
Based on all the sections of the covenants and zoning cited above, tourist homes and 
living in recreational vehicles are already strictly prohibited in the Madison Addition 
based on their dually approved covenants and the Town’s current zoning ordinance. 
Workforce housing is currently limited, by the definition of family, to four or less un-
related persons. In reality this ordinance just reinforces prohibitions and restrictions 
already on the books. It makes it easier for staff and property owners to clearly see what 
is allowed in one short document instead of stumbling through our zoning code and the 
Madison Additions covenants.  
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