
 Town of West Yellowstone 
Tuesday, March 20, 2018 

West Yellowstone Town Hall, 440 Yellowstone Avenue 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

7:00 PM 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Purchase Orders   
Treasurer’s Report & Securities Report 
Claims ∞ 
Consent Agenda: Minutes of March 6, 2018 Town Council Meeting ∞ 
Business License Applications  
Advisory Board Report(s) 
Town Manager & Department Head Reports 
Comment Period 
 Public Comment 
 Council Comments 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Ordinance No. 266, 1st Reading, Regulations in the Madison Addition   Discussion/Action ∞ 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Siegel Learning Center Lease with Little Rangers Learning Center, Inc.   Discussion/Action ∞ 
 
Gallatin Conservation District Urban Supervisors Appointments    Discussion/Action ∞ 
 Bob Logar (Manhattan) 
 Michael Hansen (outside Bozeman) 

WY Foundation Community Grant Application-Defibrillators    Discussion/Action ∞ 
 
Legal Services RFP Review Process        Discussion 
 
Town Manager Evaluation Process        Discussion 
 
Correspondence/FYI/Meeting Reminders ∞ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Policy No. 16 (Abbreviated) 

  Policy on Public Hearings and Conduct at Public Meetings  
 
Public Hearing/Public Meeting 
A public hearing is a formal opportunity for citizens to give their views to the Town Council for consideration 
in its decision making process on a specific issue.  At a minimum, a public hearing shall provide for submission 
of both oral and written testimony for and against the action or matter at issue.   
 
Oral Communication 
It is the Council’s goal that citizens resolve their complaints for service or regarding employees’ performance 
at the staff level.  However, it is recognized that citizens may from time to time believe it is necessary to speak 
to Town Council on matters of concern.  Accordingly, Town Council expects any citizen to speak in a civil 
manner, with due respect for the decorum of the meeting, and with due respect for all persons attending.  

• No member of the public shall be heard until recognized by the presiding officer. 
• Public comments related to non-agenda items will only be heard during the Public Comment portion of 

the meeting unless the issue is a Public Hearing.  Public comments specifically related to an agenda item 
will be heard immediately prior to the Council taking up the item for deliberation. 

• Speakers must state their name for the record. 
• Any citizen requesting to speak shall limit him or herself to matters of fact regarding the issue of 

concern. 
• Comments should be limited to three (3) minutes unless prior approval by the presiding officer. 
• If a representative is elected to speak for a group, the presiding officer may approve an increased time 

allotment. 
• If a response from the Council or Board is requested by the speaker and cannot be made verbally at the 

Council or Board meeting, the speaker’s concerns should be addressed in writing within two weeks. 
• Personal attacks made publicly toward any citizen, council member, or town employees are not 

allowed.  Citizens are encouraged to bring their complaints regarding employee performance through the 
supervisory chain of command.  

Any member of the public interrupting Town Council proceedings, approaching the dais without permission, 
otherwise creating a disturbance, or failing to abide by these rules of procedure in addressing Town Council, 
shall be deemed to have disrupted a public meeting and, at the direction of the presiding officer, shall be 
removed from the meeting room by Police Department personnel or other agent designated by Town Council or 
Operations Manager.  
 
General Town Council Meeting Information 

• Regular Town Council meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 
the West Yellowstone Town Hall, 440 Yellowstone Avenue, West Yellowstone, Montana. 

• Presently, informal Town Council work sessions are held at 12 Noon on Tuesdays and occasionally on 
other mornings and evenings.  Work sessions also take place at the Town Hall located at 440 
Yellowstone Avenue. 

• The schedule for Town Council meetings and work sessions is detailed on an agenda.  The agenda is a 
list of business items to be considered at a meeting.  Copies of agendas are available at the entrance to 
the meeting room. 

• Agendas are published at least 48 hours prior to Town Council meetings and work sessions.  Agendas 
are posted at the Town Offices and at the Post Office.  In addition, agendas and packets are available 
online at the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com. Questions about the agenda may be 
directed to the Town Clerk at 646-7795. 

• Official minutes of Town Council meetings are prepared and kept by the Town Clerk and are reviewed 
and approved by the Town Council.  Copies of approved minutes are available at the Town Clerk’s 
office or on the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com.   
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 44198           1089 Gallatin County Treasurer              547.00
       July 2015 03/29/18 Tech surcharge                   210.00                     COURT     7458     212200              101000
       July 2015 03/29/18 MLEA                             230.00                     COURT     7467     212200              101000
       July 2015 03/29/18 Public Defender                    0.00                     COURT     7468     212200              101000
       July 2015 03/29/18 Victims Assistance               107.00                     COURT     7699     212200              101000

 44201           2558 Hebgen Basin Fire District          52,834.91
        03/20/18 March 2018                             45,501.58                      FIRE     1000     420400    357       101000
        03/20/18 March 2018 Personnel Grant              7,333.33                      FIRE     1000     420471    140       101000

 44202             95 Energy West-Montana                  2,719.26
        03/28/18 nat gas 210361788 updl                    209.24                      UPDH     1000     411252    344       101000
        03/28/18 nat gas 210360293 Police                   22.83                    POLBLD     1000     411258    344       101000
        03/28/18 nat gas 210361746 Pub Services            636.97                    STREET     1000     430200    344       101000
        03/28/18 nat gas 210361811 old firehall            229.95                      PARK     1000     460430    344       101000
        03/28/18 nat gas 210363966 old bld ins             102.32                    STREET     1000     430200    344       101000
        03/28/18 nat gas 210360540 library                 278.13                    LIBBLD     1000     411259    344       101000
        03/28/18 nat gas 210364599 Povah                   564.61                     POVAH     1000     411255    344       101000
        03/28/18 nat gas 210361697 Iris Lift St             27.64                    PUBSVC     1000     430200    344       101000
        03/28/18 nat gas 210365425 Twn Hall                622.33                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    344       101000
        03/28/18 nat gas 210361655 Mad Add Sewe             25.24                     SEWER     5310     430600    344       101000

 44204           2853 Two Seasons Recycling                  500.00
       2018-0049 03/29/18 monthly recycling                500.00                     PARKS     1000     460430    534       101000

 44207           2546 Century Link QCC                        12.04
        03/23/18 long dist chg 406-646-7600                 12.04*                   DISPAT     1000     420160    345       101000

 44208           1514 Verizon Wireless                     1,297.24
 18 Smartphones
 1 regular phones

 5 laptops
        03/20/18 640-0108, Police                           59.38                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-0121 Laptop                            40.01                    STREET     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-0141 Street SP                         59.38                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-0159 Street SP                         59.38                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1103, Operator SP                      59.38                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1438, SS Director                      28.27                    SOCSER     1000     450135    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1460, Library Dir, SP                  59.38                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1461, Street, SP                       59.38                     WATER     5210     430500    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1462, Operator, SP                     59.38                     WATER     5210     430500    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1463, Deputy PSS, SP                   59.38*                    SEWER     5310     430600    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1472, Ops Mgr, SP                      59.38                     ADMIN     1000     410210    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1676, Rec Coor, SP                     59.38                       REC     1000     460440    345       101000
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        03/20/18 640-1754, COP, SP                          59.39                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1755, Police                           59.39                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1756, Police                           59.39                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1757, Police                           59.39                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1758, Police, SP                       59.39                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-1759, Police                           59.39                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-7547, Street SP                        59.39                     PARKS     1000     460430    345       101000
        03/20/18 640-9074, PSS, SP                          59.39*                    SEWER     5310     430600    345       101000
        03/20/18 683 laptop                                 40.01                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 COP laptop                                 40.01                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 686 laptop                                 40.01                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        03/20/18 681 laptop                                 40.01                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000

 44243           2813 Century Link                            62.00
        02/28/18 406-646-7949                               62.00                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000

 44244           2719 Backpacker                              24.94
        03/14/18 renewal - 9 issues                         24.94                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000

 44245           1992 Big Sky Journal                         30.00
       SUM18 03/20/18 1 year subscription                   30.00                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000

 44246           1161 Fortres Grand Corporation               78.40
       50684 02/16/18 Software license upgrade              78.40                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    216       101000

 44247            951 Barnes & Noble                         488.51
       3618168 02/19/18 library book                        18.90                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000
       3618167 02/19/18 library books                      104.04                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000
       3617338 02/17/18 library books                       99.46                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000
       3617329 02/17/18 library books                      134.96                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000
       3622568 02/28/18 library books                      131.15                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    215       101000

 44248           2851 Amatics CPA Group                    2,800.00
       48037 02/28/18 audit work through 2/28/18         2,800.00                     FINAN     1000     410530    353       101000

 44249           1311 Teton Communications                   678.94
       9118 02/08/18 radio install                         678.94                    STREET     1000     430200    362       101000

 44250           2264 MORNING GLORY COFFEE & TEA              33.75
       033051 03/06/18 coffee for dispatch                  33.75                    DISPAT     1000     420160    220       101000
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 44251            135 Food Roundup                            27.33
       03-354793 02/25/18 food for prisoners                27.33                      JAIL     1000     420230    220       101000

 44252           2121 Pacific Steel & Recycling              422.23
       6341937 02/09/18 tubing and steel plate             422.23                    STREET     1000     430200    366       101000

 44253           3110 Amanda Marquez                         812.69
        02/23/18 food/mileage MLEA PSC training            812.69                    DISPAT     1000     420160    370       101000

 44254           1934 Brenda Martin                          241.29
        03/02/18 food/mileage MLEA Graduation              241.29                    DISPAT     1000     420160    370       101000

 44255           2854 Kenco Security and Technology           82.50
       1439703 01/01/18 alarm monitoring                    82.50                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    357       101000

 44256           3037 White Buffalo                          168.00
       357901 03/05/18 comm help lodging 3 days            168.00                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    370       101000

 44257           2099 Quick Print of West Yellowstone        131.67
       2959 02/12/18 shipping, water samples                33.91*                    WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
       3017 02/21/18 shipping, water samples                34.06*                    WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
       9730 02/16/18 survey printing                        63.70                    SUMREC     1000     460440    321       101000

 44258            151 Gallatin County WY TS/Compost          181.45
       02-103105 02/28/18 waste removal                    181.45                     PARKS     1000     460430    534       101000

 44259           3004 Partsmaster                            175.80
       2325600501 02/26/18 Annular Cutter                  175.80                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 44260           3101 Advanced Pump & Equipment            1,690.00
       7695 02/15/18 chlorine system work                1,690.00                     WATER     5210     430550    357       101000

 44261             65 Machinery Power & Equipment Co         420.65
       42CS043167 02/05/18 shipping                         11.82                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       42CS043166 02/02/18 harness                         408.83                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 44262            764 General Distributing Co.                46.48
       619772 02/28/18 gas cylinder rental                  46.48                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
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 44263           2268 Myslik, Inc.                         1,466.58
       030618ToWY 03/05/18 shear pins                    1,332.00                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       030618ToWY 03/05/18 shipping                        134.58                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 44264           2815 Sherwin Williams Co.                    47.47
       9115-1 01/05/18 all purpose coveralls                47.47                     SEWER     5310     430600    226       101000

 44265           2898 TransUnion Risk and Alternative         25.70
        02/28/18 background check                           25.70                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000

 44266           2991 West Yellowstone Star                  234.08
       1517 07/06/18 library ad                             29.26                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    398       101000
       1564 07/13/18 library ad                             29.26                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    398       101000
       1658 07/27/18 library ad                             29.26                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    398       101000
       1419 06/30/18 library ads                           146.30                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    398       101000

 44267           2950 Matthew Lovingier                      177.00
        02/07/18 meal reimburse, training                  177.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    370       101000

 44269           2507 Silvertip Pharmacy                     288.84
       02152018/1 02/15/18 com help pharmacy voucher        70.54*                   SOCSRV     7010     450135    351       101000
       02162018/1 02/16/18 com help pharmacy voucher        99.50*                   SOCSRV     7010     450135    351       101000
       02202018/1 02/20/18 com help pharmacy voucher        50.00*                   SOCSRV     7010     450135    351       101000
       02282018/1 02/28/18 com help pharmacy voucher        68.80*                   SOCSRV     7010     450135    351       101000

 44270           2673 First Bankcard                       1,726.00
       908217263 03/08/18 Telecomm Training Summit         500.00                    DISPAT     1000     420160    380       101000
       570096139 02/23/18 comfort suites, Marquez tra      534.65                    DISPAT     1000     420160    370       101000
       569950690 02/16/18 Comfort Suits, Marquez trai      534.65                    DISPAT     1000     420160    370       101000
       1154240-2 02/20/18 postage, certified/stamps        156.70                    POLICE     1000     420100    870       101000

 44271           2673 First Bankcard                       1,321.48
       2057829 01/28/18 Amazon, battery                     15.99                     WATER     5210     430550    369       101000
       15354991 01/31/18 Gallatin Cty convenience fee        3.00                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       15354991 01/31/18 Gallatin Cty registration fe       75.71                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
       6687434 02/05/18 Amazon, rails, mats, etc           124.32                      UPDL     4000     460460    920       101000
        02/07/18 Home Depot                                159.92                    STREET     1000     430200    229       101000
       13thnnlbld 02/13/18 DLI Building Code Conferen      150.00                    BLDINS     1000     420531    380       101000
       876112 02/21/18 MT Rural H2O Systems                 95.28                     WATER     5210     430500    380       101000
       876112 02/21/18 MT Rural H2O Systems                 95.27                     SEWER     5310     430600    380       101000
       113524 02/23/18 Best Western, H2O conference        221.92                     WATER     5210     430500    370       101000
       113524 02/23/18 Best Western, H2O conference        221.92                     SEWER     5310     430600    370       101000
        02/27/18 late fees                                 158.15                    STREET     1000     430200    870       101000
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 44272             40 Jerry's Enterprises                  1,091.83
       10190358 02/04/18 DVDs                               30.98                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
       10190374 02/05/18 Cruzer Glide                       49.98                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
        02/16/18 diesel, snow blower                       326.59                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/16/18 diesel, snow blower                       161.43                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/18/18 diesel, snow blower                       153.98                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
        02/26/18 diesel, snow blower                       363.92                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000
       10190655 02/23/18 lithium battery                     4.95                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000

 44273            725 Swan Cleaners                           46.00
       7805 03/01/18 laundry service, prisoners             46.00                      JAIL     1000     420230    390       101000

 44274           2952 DIS Technologies                       595.00
       33041 03/05/18 monthly service contract             595.00                    DISPAT     1000     420160    398       101000

 44275            533 Market Place                           131.37
        02/28/18 3 gift xmas gift certificates             150.00                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000
       03-510881 01/05/18 credit for overpayment           -18.63                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    220       101000

 44276            162 House of Clean                         103.96
       205628 03/14/18 nitrile gloves                      103.96                    103.96     1000     460430    220       101000

 44277           2977 Staples Credit Plan                    990.17
       9783536770 02/09/18 Refurbished computers, 2        543.98                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    220       101000
       9602969338 02/21/18 Returned 1 computer            -271.99                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    220       101000
       2017102291 02/14/18 office supplies                  81.05                    DISPAT     1000     420160    220       101000
       2021238821 02/20/18 highlighters, kitchen bags       28.77                    DISPAT     1000     420160    220       101000
       2021464691 02/20/18 operating supplies               28.29                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
       2021827321 02/20/18 toner, returned                -129.98                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    220       101000
       2023655581 02/22/18 Refurbished computer            303.99                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    220       101000
       2025049891 02/24/18 files                           295.93                    SOCSRV     7010     450135    220       101000
       2025050391 02/24/18 files, office supplies          110.13                    FINADM     1000     410510    220       101000

 44278           2964 CITI CARDS                           1,559.23
        02/09/18 Microsoft-software                         99.99                       LIB     2220     460100    216       101000
        02/09/18 USPS-postage                               49.60                    FINADM     1000     410510    311       101000
        02/10/18 Amazon-office vac                         269.00                     ADMIN     1000     411250    364       101000
        02/22/18 Montana Library                           600.00                       LIB     2220     460100    398       101000
        03/01/18 USPS-stamps                                50.00                       REC     1000     460440    311       101000
        03/01/18 USPS-postage on envelopes                 250.00                    FINADM     1000     410510    311       101000
        03/01/18 USPS-envelopes                             58.50                    FINADM     1000     410510    220       101000
        03/02/18 Costco membership                         120.00                     ADMIN     1000     410210    333       101000
        03/08/18 Crown Awards-rec basketball                62.14                       REC     1000     460440    220       101000
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 44279           3111 Jeffery Lee Gartner                    200.00
        03/09/18 exoner. bond TK-110-2018-39               200.00                     COURT     7469     212401              101000

 44280           3112 Carlos Ortega                          553.11
        03/09/18 Restitu disbur TK-110-2015-               553.11                     COURT     7469     212401              101000

 44281         999999 ALFRED EDWARD KINGSLAND                 46.89
        03/09/18 Restitution TK-2015-408                    46.89                     COURT     7469     212401              101000

 44282           3020 COLJ Conference Registration -         300.00
        03/09/18 2018 conf regis, K. Brandis               300.00                     COURT     1000     410360    335       101000

 44283           3105 Alex Schmier                            45.00
        03/09/18 interp tk-2017-647                         45.00                     COURT     1000     410360    394       101000
                                        *** Claim from another period ( 3/16) ****
 44284           1756 State Bar of Montana                   495.00
        03/09/18 annual membership renewal                 495.00                     COURT     1000     410360    335       101000

                           # of Claims    47      Total:   77,951.79
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 1000 General Fund
   101000 CASH                                              $70,966.44
 2220 Library
   101000 CASH                                               $2,191.28
 4000 Capital Projects/Equipment
   101000 CASH                                                 $124.32
 5210 Water Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                               $2,209.92
 5310 Sewer Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                                 $508.67
 7010 Social Services/Help Fund
   101000 CASH                                                 $604.16
 7458 Court Surcharge HB176
   101000 CASH                                                 $210.00
 7467 MT Law Enforcement Academy (MLEA)
   101000 CASH                                                 $230.00
 7468 Public Defender Fee
   101000 CASH                                                   $0.00
 7469 City Court - Judge Brandis
   101000 CASH                                                 $800.00
 7699 Victims Assistance Program
   101000 CASH                                                 $107.00

                                               Total:       $77,951.79



WEST YELLOWSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Council Meeting  

March 6, 2018 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Brad Schmier, Jerry Johnson, Pierre Martineau, Chris 
Burke, Greg Forsythe 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Town Manager Daniel Sabolsky, Finance Director Lanie Gospodarek,  
Public Services Superintendent James Patterson, Chief of Police Scott Newell 
 
WY News Reporter Dustin Jones, Don Perry, Richard & Teri Gibson, Randy Wakefield-Fall 
River Electric, Grant Jackson 
 
The meeting is called to order by Mayor Brad Schmier at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall, 440 
Yellowstone Avenue, West Yellowstone, Montana. 
 
Portions of the meeting are being recorded. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report with corresponding banking transactions is on file at the Town Offices 
for public review during regular business hours. 
 
ACTION TAKEN 
 
1) Motion to approve the claims, which total $61,424.80.  (Martineau, Burke) 
 
2) Motion to approve Consent Agenda, which includes the minutes of February 20, 2018 

(Martineau, Forsythe) 
 
3) Motion to approve Highmark Rentals Business application update to add 6 ATVs to rent 

during the summer season.  (Johnson, Forsythe) 
 
4) Motion carried to table Ordinance No. 266. (Johnson, Burke)   
 
5) Motion carried to waive the Resort Tax Bond for Markov Rentals. (Martineau, Johnson)  

Schmier and Burke are opposed. 
 
6) Motion carried to approve the Development Review Services contract with Land 

Solutions. (Martineau, Forsythe) 
 
Public Comment Period 
No public comment is received. 
 
Council Comments 
Jerry Johnson asks about Social Services Director Kathi Arnado.  Sabolsky responds that Arnado 
had surgery on her shoulder last week and is planning to have minor surgery on her hands this 
week.  Johnson says that he also attended some of the Snow Shoot events last week and it was 
very successful.  He mentions some health problems that long-time residents Jim Reiter, Lynn 
Gieschen, and Jack Heid are facing and encourages everyone to keep them in their thoughts.  
Schmier echoes Johnson’s comments about the Snow Shoot event and says they should be proud 
to have that event here in West Yellowstone.    The recent Rendezvous Ski Race from this past 
weekend is also mentioned, over 650 skiers raced last Saturday.  Council Member Chris Burke 
points out that the importance of water and sewer service outweighs events and they should not 
forget that.  He thanks Patterson and Sabolsky for working on the issue.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
3) Johnson states that they denied a similar business license for this same property last 

summer, but this application is quite different and the issues surrounding the previous 
application don’t seem to be present in this application.  They agree that the parking 
looks to be adequate. 
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4) Mayor Schmier explains that the Council asked the Madison Addition Homeowners 

Association to find out how its membership feels about the proposed Ordinance No. 266.  
Grant Jackson, president of the homeowners association, reports that they sent out 264 
letters to members of the association.  As of today, they have received 164 responses.  Of 
those responses, 134 were in favor of the ordinance and 34 were opposed.  Sabolsky 
directs the Council to the final version of the ordinance and points out some language 
changes and additions.  Sabolsky says that they are still waiting for Town Attorney Jane 
Mersen to talk to the law firm from Missoula that questioned the ordinance by letter.  He 
recommends tabling the ordinance again this evening but planning to vote on it at the 
next meeting. 

 
6) Town Manager Dan Sabolsky explains that our current subdivision regulations are 

severely out of date.  They have contracted with Land Solutions to update the regulations 
in anticipation of a couple of proposed subdivisions.  He says that they feel like they are 
not ready to conduct subdivision reviews and therefore should contract with Land 
Solutions to do these reviews until the Town is ready.  Sabolsky says that they perform 
this service for other communities, including the City of Bozeman, and are therefore well 
qualified.  He says that the maximum amount of this contract is $20,000.  He says he 
wants to make sure they are prepared to handle any large projects that are on the horizon.  
They discuss covering the cost of the contract and Sabolsky explains that any costs 
incurred that they can pass on to the developer will be.  

 
A) Advisory Board Reports 
 Healthcare Services Advisory Board: Mayor Schmier reports on behalf of the board 

and mentions a new program for the school to address bullying.  Everyone at the meeting 
was in agreement that they should try to bring this to the West Yellowstone School.  
Minutes for this meeting were approved by the board chair and are available. 

 
 Music in the Park:  Don Perry addresses the Town on behalf of the Chamber and the 

Music in the Park events.  He explains that last summer, after acquiring the new portable 
stage, they leased the stage out to other events in Bozeman on three occasions.  He says 
the first thing they learned after transporting the stage to the other locations was that they 
need to know their location and know where are the hazards, obstacles, power lines, 
power sources, etc.  He says they also learned a lot about setting up the stage correcting 
and calculating loads on all the trusses.  He also mentions watching the weather and 
being prepared for storms with tarps.  Another issue was protecting all the cables to 
ensure they were not trip hazards for the public and creating issues for the performers.  
He says the events were very enlightening and they learned a lot.  He says it’s a good 
way to raise money for the music program.  He says he’s not pushing for that necessarily, 
but it was worth their time.  He says that right now, they have six shows planned in West 
Yellowstone for this summer but they are just starting the permits and applications.   

 
 Parks & Recreation Advisory Board: Sabolsky mentions the recreation survey and his 

hope to bring results to the next meeting. 
 
B) Town Manager & Department Head Reports:  Town Manager Dan Sabolsky reports 

that they are in the process of reviewing the responses to the RFP legal services.  There 
will be a Safety Committee meeting tomorrow at 10:30 am.  Sabolsky also reports on 
Electric Street housing project.  The project owner’s legal counsel has suggested 
changing the Town’s ordinance for that area, but they declined their help on this.  He 
reports that the union representation has copies of the police and employee unit contracts 
and they are just waiting for a response.  He mentions that some issues were raised by the 
union but feels that he has addressed those concerns.  Recreation survey reminder 
postcards went out at the end of last week so they are going to give it a little bit more 
time in the hopes of getting more responses.  Regarding the aquatic center project, 
Sabolsky says he will be doing research on other aquatic centers to get information for 
comparison.  He also mentions a memo from Town Engineer Dick Dyer that all 
councilmembers received by email.  Schmier asks about business license ordinance  
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 revision. Sabolsky says he is hoping to be able to move forward with that soon.  Schmier 

also asks about whether or not Dick Dyer is okay with the Town contracting with 
Forsgren for assistance with water testing.  Sabolsky responds that he has not actually 
talked to Dyer about using Forsgren but he doesn’t think Dyer has enough time.  Johnson 
clarifies that Sabolsky and Newell are going to the prospective law firms to interview 
them about providing legal services for the town.  Forsythe says they have discussed 
splitting the legal services contract into two parts, general town business and land use and 
then criminal or court services.  He also asks for more explanation about the union 
contracts.  Sabolsky explains that both contracts have been forwarded to the union 
headquarters in Helena and they are waiting for a response.   

 
 Public Services Superintendent James Patterson reports that Forsgren will be in town next 

week to work on the water testing procedures.  He says Dyer is aware that they are 
working with Forsgren, he would have like to been included but he is okay with it.  He 
says they are moving a lot of snow and struggling to find new places to store it.  He 
attended the Montana Rural Water Conference in Great Falls last week.  He says he has 
also been reviewing the tapes provided by Montana Underground, who ran cameras 
through the sewer lines.  He mentions a session he attended at the conference that 
discussed ways to replace portions of the lines without having to dig up and rebuild the 
entire line.  He also mentions work and upgrades they are doing on the Union Pacific 
Dining Lodge in advance of the next summer season.  They are also assisting with 
preparations for the Snowmobile and Power Sports Expo later this week.  He also adds 
that they will have all the parts they need for the chlorine building next week and will be 
prepared to chlorinate the water if the need arises.   

 
 Finance Director Lanie Gospodarek reports that the audit is complete and council 

members are invited to attend the post audit conference with the auditor this Thursday.  
She says they are working their reconciliation processes, the capital improvement plan, 
and utility costs for the Union Pacific Dining Lodge.  She says she also attended the 
Chinese Tourism workshop in town last week and will attend the MMIA board meeting 
next week.   

 
 Police Chief Scott Newell reports that his department has been weather dominated over 

the last couple of weeks.  He says there have been a lot of people in town but Highway 20 
was closed on multiple occasions which created issue of where to put people while they 
wait.   

 
FYI/Correspondence 
Mayor Schmier points out the patient statistics report from Community Health Partners for 
calendar year 2017.  The Council also acknowledges a letter from the Gallatin Conservation 
District requesting reappointment of the incumbents that represent West Yellowstone on the 
board.  The Council is also presented with a revised business plan from the West Yellowstone 
Community Aquatic Center organization and request to assistance and an opportunity to meet 
with the Council. 
 
The meeting is adjourned. (9:00 PM) 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Town Clerk 



ORDINANCE 266 
 
 
Whereas, tourist rentals, workforce housing, and persons living in recreational vehicles in 
residential neighborhoods bring transients, traffic, create potential safety issues and could 
negatively impact surrounding property values in the Madison Addition; and 
 
Whereas, short-term tourist rentals are occurring in West Yellowstone as the result of internet-
based brokerages or other agencies listing available dwellings and facilitating rental reservations; 
and 
 
Whereas, these arrangements are typically not rentals or leases that convey a real property 
interest and the exclusive right to possession but instead are permission to use a home (or a 
portion of it) for a short time, without the exclusive right to possession for a minimum of thirty 
(30) days occupancy, which makes them in essence a transient occupancy hotel or motel 
booking; and 
 
Whereas, the demand for short-term tourist rental units has resulted in long-term rental units 
being withdrawn from the market; and 
 
Whereas, long-term single-family residential units are being converted to workforce housing 
units; and  
 
Whereas, unregulated use of tourist rentals creates unauthorized use of Town facilities, creates 
risk to the nearby residents by not knowing who is staying in the neighborhood; and 
 
Whereas, such unregulated use further creates risk to the users of such rentals as the Town has 
received complaints from several users that the rental they secured was not as promised; and 
 
Whereas, the Town Council of the Town of West Yellowstone finds it is necessary for the health, 
safety and welfare of the citizens of the Town of West Yellowstone that the Town should regulate 
tourist rentals, workforce housing, and living in recreational vehicles within the residential 
neighborhood known as the Madison Addition, and 
 
Whereas this Ordinance will provide the necessary regulations and restrictions until the Town 
completes the revision of its Zoning Orde.  
SECTION 1: 

PURPOSE:  This Section regulates tourist homes, living in recreational vehicles, and workforce 
housing within the Madison Addition to minimize the potential negative impacts on this 
residential neighborhood.  
 
SECTION 2: 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 
Apartment: a habitable room or suite of two or more habitable rooms meeting the requirements 



of the International Building Code, located in an apartment building or used for residential 
purposes in non-residential buildings located within non-residential districts. Efficiency units 
shall qualify as an apartment under this definition.  
 
Bed and Breakfast: means a private, owner or manager occupied residence that is used as a 
private residence but in which: 1) breakfast is served and is included in the charge for a guest 
room; and 2) the number of daily guests served does not exceed 18. Section MCA 50-51-102 (1), 
MCA. 
 
Guest House: An attached or detached accessory building used to house guests of the occupants 
of the principal building, and which is never rented or offered for rent. Any guest house 
containing separate cooking facilities shall be considered a separate dwelling unit. 
 
Hotel/Motel: includes 1) a building or structure kept, used, maintained as, advertised as, or held 
out to the public to be a hotel, motel, inn, motor court, tourist court, or public lodging house; and 
2) a place where sleeping accommodations are furnished for a fee to transient guests, with or 
without meals. MCA Section 50-51-102 (6) MCA, WYMC 5.16.030, WYMC 17.04.450, . 
 
Household: a person living alone, or any of the following groups living together as a single non-
profit housekeeping unit and sharing common living, sleeping, cooking, and eating facilities: 1) 
any number of people related by blood, marriage, adoption, guardianship or other duly-
authorized custodial relationship; 2) not more than four unrelated people; or 3) two unrelated 
people and any children related to either of them; 4) Household does not include: a) any society, 
club, fraternity, sorority, association, lodge, combine, federation, coterie, cooperative housing or 
like organization; b) any group of individuals whose association is temporary or seasonal in 
nature; or any group of individuals who are in a group living arrangement as a result of criminal 
offenses.  WYMC 17.04.150  
 
Municipal Infraction - Civil Offense: a municipal infraction is a civil offense punishable by a 
civil penalty of not more than $300 for each violation or if the infraction is a repeat offense, a 
civil penalty not to exceed $500 for each repeat violation. MCASection  7-1-4150, MCA.  
 
Person: means one individual.  
 
Recreational Vehicle: a vehicular-type portable structure without permanent foundation, which is 
built on a single chassis; which is designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by 
another motor vehicle; primarily designed as temporary living accommodations for recreational, 
camping, and travel use including, but not limited to, boats, travel trailers, truck campers, 
camping trailers and self-propelled motor homes.    

Rooming-house or boardinghouse: means buildings in which separate sleeping rooms are rented 
that provide sleeping accommodations for three or more persons on a weekly, semimonthly, 
monthly, or permanent basis, whether or not meals or central kitchens are provided but without 
separated cooking facilities or kitchens within each room, and whose occupants do not need 
professional nursing or personal-care services provided by the facility. WYMC 17.04.450. 
 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/7/1/7-1-4150.htm


Tourist Home: means a private home or condominium that is not occupied by an owner or 
manager and that is rented, leased, or furnished in its entirety to transient guests on a daily or 
weekly basis. Section MCA 50-51-102 (12), MCA. Also, for Town proposes, known as a short-
term, vacation, or nighty rentals. 
 
“Transient guest” means a guest for only a brief stay, such as the traveling public. MCA Section 
50-51-102 (13), MCA. Any stay under thirty (30) days shall be considered a transient guest.  
 
“Workforce housing” means affordable housing for households with earned income that is 
insufficient to secure quality housing in reasonable proximity to the workplace.  
 
SECTION 3: 
   
MADISON ADDITION AREA: 
 
Thisese regulations is to prohibit will focus oTtourist Home rentals, workforce housing, and 
living in recreational vehicles ONLY within the residential neighborhood known as the Madison 
Addition. See attached map. 
 
SECTION 4:   
 
TOURIST HOME RENTALS: 
 
Tourist hHome rentals (also known as short-term, nightly, or vacation rentals) are strictly 
prohibited within the area defined as the Madison Addition. The Town will periodically monitor 
various websites and other media that specialize in these types of rental properties. Any property 
owner or their authorized agent advertising properties for tourist home rentals, within the 
Madison Addition, on these sites is in violation of this Ordinance.  
 
SECTION 5:   
 
LONG TERM RENTAL OR WORKFORCE HOUSING: 
 
Workforce Long term rental housing is only permitted in the Madison Addition if there are not 
more than 4 unrelated adults in any one household.  See it conforms to the definition of 
household listed above in Section 2.  Any household used for rental housing must comply with 
the , under the following conditions: 
 

1) The dwelling unit must contain at least twoone bedrooms and one bathroom. 
2) It must meet all Health and Fire Department regulations. 
3) Must meet the Town’s parking regulations. 
4) The Owner of the residence shall apply to the Town for a permit to allow the 

residence to be used as workforce housing. The fee for the permit shall be set by 
resolution and the permit must be renewed annually. Any permits for workforce 
housing granted by the Town may be revoked upon notice to the Owner of written 
complaints being filed regarding the residence.   



5) If such a complaint is received, the Town Manager will investigate the complaint 
and report its findings to the Town Council.  The Town Council shall set the 
matter for a hearing, if one is requested by the property owner. The Town Council 
shall hear evidence and make a decision on whether the complaint is accurate and 
of sufficient grounds to revoke the permit. 

 
SECTION 6:   
 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES: 
 
Living in Rrecreational Vvehicles is strictly prohibited in the Madison Addition. Sewer 
connections to Recreational Vehicles are prohibited. Water connections are allowed to refill 
freshwater tanks and then must be disconnected. Electricity can be connected to maintain 
batteries, provide for refrigeration during loading while preparing for departure, or unloading 
upon return, and heat only during below freezing temperatures not to exceed five days in any 
fourteen (14) consecutive day period.   
 
During the construction of a primary residence in the Madison Addition, living temporarily in a 
Recreational Vehicle may be permitted if approval is granted by both the Town Council and the 
Madison Addition Homeowners’ Association.  Approval of Council may be revoked for violation 
of any federal, state, and local regulations and may not exceed seven (7) months in length.  This 
approval shall only be granted once per homeowner or parcel. 
 
SECTION 7:  
 
RESIDENTIAL USES: 
 
Only single-family residential dwellings are permitted in the Madison Addition except in R-3 
and R4 Zoning Districts. Prohibited uses in Madison Addition’s R-1 and R-2 Districts include 
rooming or boarding houses, apartments, duplexes, bed and breakfasts, guest houses, and 
Ttourist hHomes, and other like uses are strictly prohibited. 
 
In R-3 Districts, besides single-family dwellings up to , two four family residential dwelling 
units are also permitted. Besides the uUses in R-3, R-4 include allows efficiency units and 
apartments.  Uses including rooming or boarding houses, bed and breakfasts, guest houses, 
Ttourist hHomes, and other like uses are strictly prohibited in the Madison Addition R-3 and R-4 
Zoning Districts. 
 
SECTION 8:  
 
VIOLATION & PENALTY: 
 
Any violation(s) of this Ordinance will be considered a municipal infraction by the Town of West 
Yellowstone, in accordance with Section 1.12.020 WYMC.   
 
  



PASSED BY the Town Council and approved by the Mayor of the Town of West Yellowstone, 
Montana, this ____ day of ____________________, 2018. 
 
 
_____________________________   __________________________ 
Brad Schmier, Mayor/Councilman   Greg Forsythe, Deputy Mayor/Councilman 
 
 
___________________________   __________________________  
Pierre Martineau, Councilman   Jerry Johnson, Councilman 
 
 
 
__________________________    
Chris Burke, Councilman     
 
 
 
ATTEST:    
 
 
__________________________ 
Elizabeth Roos 
Town Clerk 



SIEGEL LEARNING CENTER LEASE AGREEMENT 

 

 THE SIEGEL LEARNING CENTER LEASE AGREEMENT, (“Agreement”) is entered into this 
13th day of March, 2017, by and between the Town of West Yellowstone (“Town” or “Lessor”), a 
Montana municipal corporation, Box 1570, West Yellowstone, Montana 59758, and Little Rangers 
Learning Center Board of Directors (“LRLC Board” or “Lessee”), West Yellowstone, MT  59758. 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the Town is the owner of the building and premises described below and desires to 
lease the building for the operation of a learning center; and 

WHEREAS, the LRLC Board desires to lease the premises for the operation of a learning center 
therein; and 

WHEREAS, the Town and LRLC Board desire to cooperate in providing affordable child care 
and a learning center for the residents of West Yellowstone, and  

WHEREAS, the Town and LRLC Board desire to enter into an agreement setting forth their 
respective rights and obligations regarding the premises and the provision of services therein. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises, covenants and conditions 
contained herein, the parties agree as follows: 

1.  Description of Premises.  The Town hereby demises and leases to the LRLC Board the 
premises, presently known as the Siegel Learning Center, located west of the Povah 
Community Center (10 S. Geyser Street), West Yellowstone Montana, and further described 
as the real property together with all improvements and appurtenances (hereafter “the 
Premises”).  
 

2. Use of Premises.  The Premises leased to the LRLC Board shall be used exclusively for 
providing affordable child care and a learning center. 

 
3. Term of Lease.  The Town leases the Premises to the LRLC Board for a term of five (5) 

years, subject to termination as later described in this lease.  The term of the lease shall 
commence on June 15, 2018 and shall terminate on June 15, 2023. 

 
4. Renewal of Lease.  The Town hereby grants the LRLC Board the right to request an 

extension of this lease for an additional five years, until June 15, 2028.  This right to request 
an extension is subject to good faith negotiations between the Town and the LRLC Board 
concerning the amount of rent to be paid and whether or not other material provisions of the 
lease should be modified to reflect the circumstances existing between the parties on 
expiration of the first term.  The LRLC Board shall notify the Town in writing of its desire to 
renew this lease for an additional five-year term at least six (6) months before its expiration. 

 
5. Rental Payments.  The LRLC Board shall pay the Town a rental amount of $__________ per 

year divided into twelve (12) monthly installments, for the entire term of this lease. Monthly 
payments will be made before the tenth day of each month or a late fee of $_______ will be 



assessed.  Payments shall be made to the Town of West Yellowstone, at 440 Yellowstone 
Ave (PO Box 1570), West Yellowstone, MT  59758. 

 
6. Utilities. The LRLC Board is responsible for the monthly utility bills for the facility which 

includes but limited to water/sewer, phone/internet, trash removal, gas, and electrical. The 
LRLC Board will place the above-mentioned utilities in their name.  

 
7. Possession.  The Town shall deliver possession of the Premises to LRLC Board on or before 

June 15, 2018. 
 
8. Casualty Insurance.  The Town shall keep all buildings and improvements on the Premises 

insured against loss or damage by fire or other standard peril in an amount it deems 
appropriate. The LRLC Board shall maintain casualty insurance for fire or other standard 
peril on the personal property and leasehold improvements contained in the premises. 

 
9. Liability Insurance.  The LRLC Board shall maintain liability insurance in accordance with 

Montana statutory limits on municipal liability, presently in the amount of $750,000.00 per 
person and $1,500,000.00 per occurrence. 

 
10. Lessor’s Lien. Lessor shall have at all times a lien for all rentals and other sums of money 

becoming due hereunder from Lessee on all goods, wares, equipment, fixtures, furniture, and 
other personal property situated on the Premises and such property shall not be removed 
therefrom without the consent of Lessor until any arrearage in rent and/or other sums of 
money then due to Lessor hereunder shall first have been paid.  The lien hereby granted may 
be foreclosed in the manner provided by law for foreclosure of chattel mortgages or in any 
other from provided by law.  The statutory lien for rent is not hereby waived, the express 
contractual lien herein granted being in addition and supplementary thereto. 

 
11. Assignment or Sublease.  LRLC Board may not assign any of its rights or obligations under 

this lease, nor may it sublease all or any portion of the Premises, without the prior written 
approval of the Town.  The Town may withhold approval for assignment or sublease for any 
reason it deems appropriate. 

 
12. Unlawful Activity or Nuisance.  LRLC Board shall neither use nor occupy the Premises in 

any manner that violates federal, state or local law or regulation.  LRLC Board shall not use 
the Premises in any manner that constitutes a public or private nuisance. 

 
13. Improvements.  All improvements to the Premises, whether paid for by the Town or LRLC 

Board, shall become the sole property of the Town upon the expiration or termination of this 
lease.  All improvements made to the Premises must be reviewed and approved by the Town 
prior to installation.  All personal property owned or purchased by LRLC Board that is not 
permanently affixed to the Premises shall remain its property upon expiration or termination 
of this lease. 

 
14. Maintenance. All routine interior maintenance and cleaning will be the responsibility of  the 

LRLC Board. This includes but is not limited to cleaning of the restrooms and cooking 
facilities, mopping of floors, replacement of light bulbs, sweeping and steam cleaning the 



carpets, and removal of trash and debris. LRLC Board will purchase the necessary equipment 
and supplies needed for the interior maintenance. The Town will mow the grass, maintain the 
landscaping, and remove snow, with the exception of shoveling the walkways and 
playground. 

 
15. Repairs. The Town, as the owner of the Premises, will be responsible for repairs, whether 

exterior or interior, to the building unless causation can be attributed to actions by the LRLC 
Board and/or its clients. If caused by the actions of LRLC Board and/or its clients, then the 
Town shall preform the repairs and the cost of the repairs will be assessed to the LRLC 
Board. These costs will be paid within thirty (30) days of receiving an invoice from the 
Town.  

 
16. Annual Review.  The Town and LRCL Board may meet as needed to review the Agreement, 

propose modifications and discuss service provisions.  Modifications to the Agreement may 
be made at any time by mutual agreement of the parties.  In the event that mutual agreement 
on modifications is not possible, the Town may, at its sole discretions, terminate the lease.  
Under these circumstances of termination, the effective date of termination may be no sooner 
than three months from the date that notice of termination is issued by the Town. 

 
17. Default or Breach.  The following events shall constitute a default or breach of this 

Agreement by the LRLC Board: 
 

a. If LRLC Board assigns or attempts to assign all or any portion of this Agreement 
without prior written permission of the Town; 

b. If LRLC Board sublets or attempts to sublet all or any portion of the Premises 
without the prior written permission of the Town; 

c. If LRLC Board ceases operation at the Premises; 
d. If LRLC Board vacates or abandons the Premises; 
e. If LRLC Board causes a construction lien or any other lien to be placed on the 

Premises; 
or 

f. If LRLC Board fails to comply with any material condition or provision of this lease. 

If LRLC Board is in default of this lease as described above, then the Town must 
provide written notice of the alleged default and thirty (30) days to cure the default.  
If LRLC Board has not cured the default within thirty (30) days of mailing the 
written notice, then the Town may terminate this lease and take immediate possession 
or the Premises.  Exercise of its termination rights does not preclude the Town from 
pursuing any other right or remedy it may have under law or this agreement. 

18.  Notice.  Any default or other notice required or permitted by this Agreement must be served 
on either party in writing either by first-class mail or in person at the respective addresses set 
forth at the beginning of this agreement.  Either party may also use this notice procedure to 
inform the other of a change of address. 
 

19. Right of Entry.  LRLC Board shall permit the Town, its agents or employees to enter the 
Premises at all reasonable or necessary times to inspect the premises, to perform work 
thereon, or to conduct any other activity that is reasonably related to the Town’s interest in 



the Premises.   When no emergency exists that requires immediate entry, the Town and the 
LRLC staff shall make a reasonable effort to provide LRLC Board with oral or written notice 
at least 24 hours before entry. 

 
20. Warranty of Condition/Independent Investigation.  The Town makes no express or implied 

warranty or representation concerning the existing condition of the Premises. The LRLC 
Board has made an independent investigation of the Premises and agrees to accept the 
Premises in its present condition.  The Premises is a brand-new building and LRLC Board 
will be the first tenant.  

 
21. Venue and Attorney’s Fees.  Venue for any litigation between the parties shall be proper only 

in Gallatin County, Montana.  In the event of litigation between the Town and LRLC Board, 
the prevailing party shall be entitled to all its reasonable costs and attorney’s fees incurred 
during the litigation, both in the trial court and on appeal. 

 
22. Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by Montana law. 
 
23. Entire Agreement.  This document is the entire agreement between the parties and shall 

supersede all prior oral or written agreements or understandings.  If the parties mutually 
desire to amend or modify this agreement, then such amendment or modification must be in 
writing and be signed by an appropriate representative of each party. 

 
24. Successors.  This Agreement shall bind LRLC Board’s heirs, successors and assigns. 

  



 

DATED the day and year first above written. 

Little Rangers Learning Center 

 
 
By:  Bruce McPherson, Chair 
 
 
TOWN OF WEST YELLOWSTONE 
 

 
By: Daniel Sabolsky, Town Manager 

ATTEST: 
 

__________________________________ 

 

STATE OF MONTANA ) 
    ss. 
County of Gallatin  ) 
 
 This instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _________________, 2018, by 
Daniel Sabolsky, as Town Manager of the Town of West Yellowstone. 
 
 
       _______________________________________ 
       NOTARY PUBLIC for the State of Montana 
       Residing at: __________________________ 
       My commission expires: ________________ 
 
STATE OF MONTANA ) 
    ss. 
County of Gallatin  ) 
 
 This instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _________________, 2018, by 
_______________________, as Chair, Little Rangers Learning Center. 
 
        

_______________________________________ 
       NOTARY PUBLIC for the State of Montana 
       Residing at: __________________________ 
                                                                                           My commission expires: ________________ 
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