
If viewing the agenda electronically, click the “∞” symbol to link to the associated 
documentation in the Town Council Packet. 

 

Town of West Yellowstone 
Tuesday, December 10, 2019 

West Yellowstone Town Hall, 440 Yellowstone Avenue 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

7:00 PM 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Purchase Orders #6855 to Billion Dodge, Dodge 5500 flat bed truck, $48,020   
Treasurer’s Report & Securities Report  
Claims ∞ 
Consent Agenda: Minutes of the November 26, 2019 Town Council Meeting ∞ 
Business License Applications  
Advisory Board Report(s) 
Town Manager & Department Head Reports 
Comment Period 
 Public Comment 
 Council Comments 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resignation of Town Council Member Chris Burke      Discussion/Action ∞ 
Appointment of Individual to fill remainder of Burke’s Term        
 
2019 Christmas Stroll Permits        Discussion/Action ∞ 
 Application to Maintain an Encroachments: Christmas Tree, S’mores Stations 
 Outside Amplification Permit, Christmas Stroll, December 14, 2019 

2019-2020 Kids ‘N’ Snow Events        Discussion/Action ∞ 
 Outside Amplification Permit: 12/14/19, 1/11/20, 2/1/20, 3/7/20 

Correspondence/Meeting Reminders/FYI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



If viewing the agenda electronically, click the “∞” symbol to link to the associated 
documentation in the Town Council Packet. 

 

Policy No. 16 (Abbreviated) 
  Policy on Public Hearings and Conduct at Public Meetings  

 
Public Hearing/Public Meeting 
A public hearing is a formal opportunity for citizens to give their views to the Town Council for consideration 
in its decision making process on a specific issue.  At a minimum, a public hearing shall provide for submission 
of both oral and written testimony for and against the action or matter at issue.   
 
Oral Communication 
It is the Council’s goal that citizens resolve their complaints for service or regarding employees’ performance 
at the staff level.  However, it is recognized that citizens may from time to time believe it is necessary to speak 
to Town Council on matters of concern.  Accordingly, Town Council expects any citizen to speak in a civil 
manner, with due respect for the decorum of the meeting, and with due respect for all persons attending.  

• No member of the public shall be heard until recognized by the presiding officer. 
• Public comments related to non-agenda items will only be heard during the Public Comment portion of 

the meeting unless the issue is a Public Hearing.  Public comments specifically related to an agenda item 
will be heard immediately prior to the Council taking up the item for deliberation. 

• Speakers must state their name for the record. 
• Any citizen requesting to speak shall limit him or herself to matters of fact regarding the issue of 

concern. 
• Comments should be limited to three (3) minutes unless prior approval by the presiding officer. 
• If a representative is elected to speak for a group, the presiding officer may approve an increased time 

allotment. 
• If a response from the Council or Board is requested by the speaker and cannot be made verbally at the 

Council or Board meeting, the speaker’s concerns should be addressed in writing within two weeks. 
• Personal attacks made publicly toward any citizen, council member, or town employees are not 

allowed.  Citizens are encouraged to bring their complaints regarding employee performance through the 
supervisory chain of command.  

Any member of the public interrupting Town Council proceedings, approaching the dais without permission, 
otherwise creating a disturbance, or failing to abide by these rules of procedure in addressing Town Council, 
shall be deemed to have disrupted a public meeting and, at the direction of the presiding officer, shall be 
removed from the meeting room by Police Department personnel or other agent designated by Town Council or 
Operations Manager.  
 
General Town Council Meeting Information 

• Regular Town Council meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 
the West Yellowstone Town Hall, 440 Yellowstone Avenue, West Yellowstone, Montana. 

• Presently, informal Town Council work sessions are held at 12 Noon on Tuesdays and occasionally on 
other mornings and evenings.  Work sessions also take place at the Town Hall located at 440 
Yellowstone Avenue. 

• The schedule for Town Council meetings and work sessions is detailed on an agenda.  The agenda is a 
list of business items to be considered at a meeting.  Copies of agendas are available at the entrance to 
the meeting room. 

• Agendas are published at least 48 hours prior to Town Council meetings and work sessions.  Agendas 
are posted at the Town Offices and at the Post Office.  In addition, agendas and packets are available 
online at the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com. Questions about the agenda may be 
directed to the Town Clerk at 646-7795. 

• Official minutes of Town Council meetings are prepared and kept by the Town Clerk and are reviewed 
and approved by the Town Council.  Copies of approved minutes are available at the Town 
Clerk’s office or on the Town’s website: www.townofwestyellowstone.com.   
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 46388           2575 WY Tourism Business Improvement     21,475.02
        12/01/19 November 2019 collections              21,475.02                      TBID     2102     411800    540       101000

 46391           1089 Gallatin County Treasurer              604.00
       Nov 2019 11/30/19 Tech surcharge                    245.00                     COURT     7458     212200              101000
       Nov 2019 11/30/19 MLEA                              270.00                     COURT     7467     212200              101000
       Nov 2019 11/30/19 Public Defender                     0.00                     COURT     7468     212200              101000
       Nov 2019 11/30/19 Victims Assistance                 89.00                     COURT     7699     212200              101000

 46392           2088 Town West Yellowstone                  896.00
        11/27/19 utility chrgs, Chamber, 895                50.66                     BLDGS     1000     411257    340       101000
        11/27/19 utility chrgs, UPDL, 892                   77.86                     BLDGS     1000     411252    340       101000
        11/27/19 utility chrgs, PS Shops, 884               35.87                     BLDGS     1000     411253    340       101000
        11/27/19 utility chrgs. Povah Ctr, 887              69.88                     BLDGS     1000     411255    340       101000
        11/27/19 utility chrgs, Police Dept,886             46.19                     BLDGS     1000     411258    340       101000
        11/27/19 utility chrgs, City Park, 885             430.93                     BLDGS     1000     411253    340       101000
        11/27/19 utility chrgs, Library, 891                36.19                    LIBBLD     1000     411259    340       101000
        11/27/19 utility chrgs, Lift #1, 903                15.51                     SEWER     5310     430600    340       101000
        11/27/19 utility chrgs, Twn Hall, 921              132.91                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    340       101000

 46393             95 Energy West-Montana                  2,266.57
        11/26/19 nat gas 210361788 updl                    214.28                      UPDH     1000     411252    344       101000
        11/26/19 nat gas 210360293 Police                   28.17                    POLBLD     1000     411258    344       101000
        11/26/19 nat gas 210361746 Pub Services            419.87                    STREET     1000     430200    344       101000
        11/26/19 nat gas 210361811 old firehall            149.12                      PARK     1000     460430    344       101000
        11/26/19 nat gas 210363966 old bld ins              91.41                    STREET     1000     430200    344       101000
        11/26/19 nat gas 210360540 library                 245.35                    LIBBLD     1000     411259    344       101000
        11/26/19 nat gas 210364599 Povah                   549.72                     POVAH     1000     411255    344       101000
        11/26/19 nat gas 210361697 Iris Lift St             30.90                    PUBSVC     1000     430200    344       101000
        11/26/19 nat gas 210365425 Twn Hall                508.21                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    344       101000
        11/26/19 nat gas 210361655 Mad Add Sewe             29.54                     SEWER     5310     430600    344       101000

 46394             42 Fall River Electric                  9,918.84
        11/20/19 UPDH 4212041 elec service                 702.56                      UPDH     1000     411252    341       101000
        11/20/19 POLICE 4212008 elec service               399.21                    POLICE     1000     411258    341       101000
        11/20/19 shop 4212018 elec service                 444.08                    STREET     1000     430200    341       101000
        11/20/19 ANIMAL 4212029 elec serv                  142.35                    ANIMAL     1000     440600    341       101000
        11/20/19 PARK  4212032 Elec ser                    267.85                      PARK     1000     411253    341       101000
        11/20/19 PARK, old firehouse  2901001 e            459.80                      PARK     1000     411253    341       101000
        11/20/19 CLORINATOR 4212030 elec serv               81.67                     WATER     5210     430500    341       101000
        11/20/19 MADADD H20 Tower 4212017                   51.74                     WATER     5210     430500    341       101000
        11/20/19 RR Well 4212005 elec serv                 222.67                     WATER     5210     430500    341       101000
        11/20/19 SEWER LIFT STATION 4212006                288.84                     SEWER     5310     430600    341       101000
        11/20/19 SEWER PLANT 4212007 elec ser            1,452.04                     SEWER     5310     430600    341       101000
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        11/20/19 MAD SEWER LIFT 4212014 elec               173.91                     SEWER     5310     430600    341       101000
        11/20/19 SEWER TREAT SERV 4212046 ele            2,554.68                     SEWER     5310     430600    341       101000
        11/20/19 library 23 dunraven 4212054               128.84                     LIBRY     1000     411259    341       101000
        11/20/19 povah comm ctr 4212001                    264.38                     POVAH     1000     411255    341       101000
        11/20/19 unmetered lights 4212004                1,451.25                    STLITE     1000     430263    341       101000
        11/20/19 Town Hall 4212009                         382.96                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    341       101000
        11/20/19 Ice Rink 421010                            38.06                     PARKS     1000     411253    341       101000
        11/20/19 Hayden/Grouse Well 4212015                 41.78                     WATER     5210     430500    341       101000
        11/20/19 Electric Well 4212031                      41.96                     WATER     5210     430500    341       101000
        11/20/19 S. Iris Well 4212013                      328.21                     WATER     5210     430500    341       101000

 46395           2853 Two Seasons Recycling                  500.00
       2019715 11/30/19 monthly recycling                  500.00                     PARKS     1000     460430    534       101000

 46396           2813 Century Link                         1,535.40
        11/19/19 Police 646-7600                           322.51                    POLICE     1000     420160    345       101000
        11/19/19 E911 Viper 646-5170                       104.24                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        11/19/19 E911 255-9710                           1,000.66                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        11/19/19 E911 255-9712                              24.51                      E911     2850     420750    345       101000
        11/19/19 Alarm Lines, 646-5185                      83.48                    TWNHAL     1000     411250    345       101000

 46397           2546 Century Link QCC                         9.55
       1481156387 11/23/19 long dist chg 406-646-7600        9.55                    DISPAT     1000     420160    345       101000

 46399            266 Utilities Underground Location           3.14
       9115330 11/30/19 excavation notifications             1.57                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000
       9115330 11/30/19 excavation notifications             1.57                     SEWER     5310     430600    357       101000

 46403           1514 Verizon Wireless                       842.06
 20 Smartphones
 1 regular phone1

 5 laptops
        11/20/19 640-0108, Police                           26.34                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-0121 Laptop                            40.01                    STREET     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-0141 Street SP                         26.34                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-0159 Street SP                         26.34                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1103, Operator SP                      26.34                    STREET     1000     430200    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1438, SS Director                      26.34                    SOCSER     1000     450135    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1460, Library Dir, SP                  26.34                    LIBRAR     2220     460100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1461, Street, SP                       26.34                     WATER     5210     430500    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1462, Operator, SP                     26.34                     WATER     5210     430500    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1463, Deputy PSS, SP                   47.80                     SEWER     5310     430600    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1472, Ops Mgr, SP                      26.41                     ADMIN     1000     410210    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1676, Rec Coor, SP                     47.80                       REC     1000     460440    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1754, COP, SP                          27.37                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
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        11/20/19 640-1755, Police                           26.34                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1756, Police                           26.34                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1757, Police                           26.34                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1758, Police, SP                       26.34                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-1759, Police                           26.34                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-7547, Street SP                        47.80                     PARKS     1000     460430    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-9074, PSS, SP                          26.34                     SEWER     5310     430600    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-2195 683 laptop                        40.01                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-2551 COP laptop                        40.01                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 641-0184 686 laptop                        40.01                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 641.0207 681 laptop                        40.01                    POLICE     1000     420100    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-2354 Exec Assist                       26.34                     ADMIN     1000     410210    345       101000
        11/20/19 640-2629 City Judge                        49.73                     COURT     1000     410360    345       101000

 46404           2822 ClearBlu Cleaning Services           3,960.00
        11/30/19 Town Hall - November 2019               1,000.00                    TWNHLL     1000     411250    357       101000
        11/20/19 Library - November 2019                   400.00                     LIBES     1000     411259    357       101000
        11/30/19 Trailhead Bldng.-November 2019            260.00                    TRLHED     1000     411256    350       101000
        11/30/19 Povah - November 2019                     450.00                     POVAH     1000     411255    350       101000
        11/30/19 Povah  addendum-Nov 2019                    0.00                     POVAH     1000     411255    350       101000
        11/30/19 Chamber Bldng.-November 2019            1,100.00                     CHAMB     1000     411257    357       101000
        11/30/19 Park Bathrooms - November 2019            500.00                     PARKS     1000     411253    357       101000
        11/30/19 Dispatch Center -November 2019            250.00                    POLICE     1000     411258    398       101000

 46406             73 Westmart Building Center             2,643.11
        11/28/19 Street Buildings                            0.00                    BULDNG     1000     430200    366       101000
        11/28/19 Street Supplies                           163.05                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
        11/28/19 Stage Maint.                                0.00                     PARKS     1000     460430    369       101000
        11/28/19 Sewer Supplies                             84.53                     SEWER     5310     430600    220       101000
        11/28/19 Water Supplies                            153.14                     WATER     5210     430500    220       101000
        11/28/19 Police Building Supplies                    0.00                    POLICE     1000     411258    366       101000
        11/28/19 Police Supplies                             0.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000
        11/28/19 Court Supplies                              0.00                     COURT     1000     410360    220       101000
        11/28/19 UPDL                                       83.86                      UPDL     1000     411252    220       101000
        11/28/19 Library Supplies                            0.00*                    LIBES     2220     460100    220       101000
        11/28/19 Town Hall Supplies                      1,254.73*                   TWNHAL     1000     411250    366       101000
        11/28/19 Blding Dept. supplies                       0.00                    BLDINS     1000     420531    220       101000
        11/28/19 Povah Ctr. Supplies                        50.01                     POVAH     1000     411255    220       101000
        11/28/19 Parks Grounds                               0.00                     PARKS     1000     460430    365       101000
        11/28/19 Parks Supplies                            696.66                     PARKS     1000     460430    220       101000
        11/28/19 Parks Sm. Equip.                            0.00                     PARKS     1000     460430    212       101000
        11/28/19 Parks Buildings                             0.00*                    PARKS     1000     460430    366       101000
        11/28/19 Cemetery Supplies                           0.00                       CEM     2240     430900    220       101000
        11/28/19 Clinic Supplies                             0.00                    CLINIC     1000     411251    366       101000
        11/28/19 Social Services Supplies                   43.22                    SOCSRV     1000     450135    220       101000
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        11/28/19 Comm. Garden                                0.00                    CMGARD     2213     460000    220       101000
        11/28/19 Sum Rec Supplies                            0.00*                   SUMREC     1000     460449    220       101000
        11/28/19 Safety Supplies                             0.00                    SAFETY     1000     430200    229       101000
        11/28/19 Learning Ctr Supplies                       0.00                    SIEGEL     1000     411254    220       101000
        11/28/19 Recycling                                   0.00                     PARKS     1000     460430    534       101000
        11/28/19 Recreation Dept Supplies                   45.57                    RECREA     1000     460440    220       101000
        11/28/19 Library Building                           68.34*                    LIBRY     1000     411259    366       101000

 46407           2421 NAPA Auto Parts                      1,755.39
        11/30/19 Street Napa Supplies                    1,453.30                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000
        11/30/19 Water supplies - Oil, Pinpunch             30.37                     WATER     5210     430500    220       101000
        11/30/19 Sewer supplies-Gauge, oil,sens            213.21                     SEWER     5310     430600    220       101000
        11/30/19 Service Chrg due to meet chng              58.51                     ADMIN     1000     410210    870       101000

 46412           2977 Staples Credit Plan                  1,690.71
       2376588191 10/22/19 Soc Serv Drink supplies          88.96                    SOCSER     1000     450135    220       101000
       2377954591 10/24/19 Finance Calculator               77.99                    FINANC     1000     410510    212       101000
       2377964631 10/24/19 Court Toner                     126.99                     COURT     1000     410360    220       101000
       2377981801 10/24/19 Court Toner                     382.19                     COURT     1000     410360    220       101000
       2385994731 11/08/19 Finance Paper & Boxes            50.88                    FINANC     1000     410510    220       101000
       2386252091 11/08/19 Rec dept Toner                   64.99                    RECREA     1000     460440    220       101000
       2378621871 10/25/19 2 drawer file cabinet           189.99                     ADMIN     1000     410210    364       101000
       2378621871 10/25/19 Sewer 2 drawer file cabine      189.99                     SEWER     5310     430600    220       101000
       2380112261 10/29/19 Admin office supplies            79.27*                    ADMIN     1000     410210    220       101000
       2385268011 11/07/19 Bldng office supplies            37.93                    BULDNG     1000     420531    220       101000
       2385987541 11/08/19 Rec Dept Toner                  230.97                    RECREA     1000     460440    220       101000
       2378618961 10/25/19 Dispatch Office Supply          170.56                    DSPTCH     1000     420160    220       101000

 46413           2898 TransUnion Risk and Alternative         50.00
       201911-1 12/01/19 Contracted Services                50.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    398       101000

 46414           3066 Core & Main                            262.70
       L378728 11/22/19 Valve box Risers                   262.70                     WATER     5210     430550    369       101000

 46416             65 T & E                                1,419.37
       42CS044242 11/26/19 Pump GP HYd                   1,419.37                    STREET     1000     430200    369       101000

 46417           3170 MISSOULA COUNTY JUSTICE COURT        4,000.00
        12/04/19 Pass Through Warrant                    4,000.00                     COURT     7469     213000              101000
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 46418            951 Barnes & Noble                         145.51
       3931510 11/15/19 Library Books                       43.97                     LIBRY     2220     460100    215       101000
       3931511 11/15/19 Library Books                      101.54                     LIBRY     2220     460100    215       101000

 46419            135 Food Roundup                            42.60
       02-949433 11/07/19 Cooking class supplies            42.60                    RECREA     1000     460440    220       101000

 46421         999999 BRANDON JOSHUA BACHMAN                  25.00
        11/22/19 Exonerated Bond                            25.00                     COURT     7469     212401              101000

 46422           3241 Bridger Analytical Lab                 280.00
       1911249 11/19/19 Coliform/E.coli Testing            280.00                     WATER     5210     430500    357       101000

 46423            101 JC Billion Inc                      48,020.00
       0038031 11/27/19 2019 Ram Chassis 5500           33,020.00                     PARKS     4000     460430    944       101000
       0038031 11/27/19 2019 Ram Chassis 5500            7,500.00                     WATER     5210     430500    944       101000
       0038031 11/27/19 2019 Ram Chassis 5500            7,500.00                     SEWER     5310     430600    944       101000

 46424           1085 JD Speciality Services               1,342.54
       3448 12/04/19 Intrnl Paystar 5000 Labor           1,015.00                    STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       3448 12/04/19 Intrnl Paystar 5000 parts             327.54                    STREET     1000     430200    369       101000

 46425           3107 MarCom, LLC                            185.00
       1910132 11/22/19 Sewe testing                       185.00                     SEWER     5310     430600    357       101000

 46426         999999 HECTOR MASCORRO RIOS                    25.00
        11/25/19 Summer Rec Refund                          25.00                    SUMREC     1000     346051              101000

 46427           3004 Partsmaster                            459.05
       23484636 11/14/19 Shop Supplies-cryobit, 6pt s      179.08                     ROADS     1000     430200    220       101000
       23487272 11/21/19 Shop Supplies-drill bits           13.38                     ROADS     1000     430200    220       101000
       23488370 11/25/19 shop Supplies-Cable clamp          40.46                     ROADS     1000     430200    220       101000
       23488369 11/25/19 Shop Supplies - Drill Press       249.67                     ROADS     1000     430200    220       101000
       23477312 10/24/19 tools                             -23.54                               1000     430200    220       101000
 CI     15

 46428         999999 NUBIA ALLEN                             30.00
        11/25/19 Court Interpreter                          30.00                     COURT     1000     410360    350       101000
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 46429           3001 Montana Law Enforcement Testing          6.00
        11/21/19 Annual Membership fee                       6.00                    POLICE     1000     420100    220       101000

 46430         999999 SUN VALLEY SKI TEAM                    350.00
        12/02/19 Refund of  Cleaning deposit               350.00                     POVAH     2210     214001              101000

 46431           3212 Mike's Mobile Auto and Diesel          600.00
       24 12/02/19 brake Adjust on 3 dump trks             300.00                    STREET     1000     430200    369       101000
       18 10/15/19 repairs on plow                          75.00                     ROADS     1000     430200    361       101000
       17 09/20/19 repairs truck exhaust                   225.00                     ROADS     1000     430200    361       101000

 46432           2268 Myslik, Inc.                           571.30
       120219ToWY 12/02/19 Auto parts                      571.30                     ROADS     1000     430200    220       101000

 46433           2826 Montana Underground                 11,924.20
       19-475 04/22/19 Vac truck Storm Vaults           11,924.20*                   STORMD     1000     430235    357       101000

 46434           2264 MORNING GLORY COFFEE & TEA              33.25
       625690 11/24/19 Dispatch Coffee                      33.25                    DSPTCH     1000     420160    220       101000

 46435           2537 Balco Uniform Co., Inc.                 17.40
       55821-2 10/30/19 Namebar Leonel                      17.40                    POLICE     1000     420100    226       101000

 46436            379 Energy Laboratories, Inc               665.00
       281691 12/02/19 Waste Water Testing                 195.00                     SEWER     5310     430600    357       101000
       282570 12/05/19 Waste Water Treatment               470.00                     SEWER     5310     430640    357       101000

 46437           2932 OverDrive, Inc.                        798.21
       CD01526191 06/24/19 computer contract  service      798.21                     LIBRY     2220     460100    398       101000

 46438         999999 MARY ANDERSON                          500.00
        12/02/19 Exonerated Bond                           500.00                     COURT     7469     212401              101000

 46439           2507 Silvertip Pharmacy                      42.72
        12/03/19 Help Fund Prescriptions                    22.72                      HELP     7010     450135    358       101000
        11/13/19 Help Fund Prescriptions                    20.00                      HELP     7010     450135    358       101000

 46440         999999 GISELLE HANSEN                          76.34
        12/04/19 Food for Cooking Class                     76.34                    RECREA     1000     460440    220       101000
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   *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim                      Vendor #/Name/            Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
        Check   Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                           PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 46441           3253 TW Enterprises, Inc.                 1,384.83
       43363 12/05/19 Gas Line work on Lift Station        810.00                     SEWER     5310     430600    369       101000
       43364 12/05/19 Annual Generator Service             574.83                     SEWER     5310     430600    369       101000

 46442           2635 Jake's Automotive and Tire              29.95
       23174 12/03/19 2018 Durango Tire Repair              29.95                    STREET     1000     430200    361       101000

 46443           3242 Fisher's Technology                     10.36
       755549 12/14/19 Canon copier Maintenance Finan       10.36                    FINANC     1000     410510    363       101000

 46444            764 General Distributing Co.                52.20
       820401 11/30/19 CO2 for welding                      52.20                    STREET     1000     430200    220       101000

 46445            254 Firehole Fill Up/Economart              87.09
       1712154 11/30/19 Red Dyed Diesel Fuel                87.09                    STREET     1000     430200    231       101000

 46446           2854 Kenco Security and Technology          100.50
       1580865 10/01/19 Monitoring Alarm                   100.50                     TWNHL     1000     411250    357       101000

 46447           3192 Floyd's Truck Center                   194.08
       X401136435 11/26/19 Dust Shield                     194.08                    STREET     1000     430200    369       101000

 46448            533 Market Place                           145.71
        11/26/19 Gift Cert                                  50.00                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000
        11/29/19 Gift Cert                                  50.00                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000
        11/26/19 Soc Serv Supplies                          41.90                    SOCSER     7010     450135    220       101000
        11/30/19 Finance charge                              3.81                     LEGIS     1000     410100    220       101000

                           # of Claims    48      Total:  121,975.70
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 General Fund
   101000 CASH                                              $35,956.31
 2102 TBID (Tourism Business Improvement
   101000 CASH                                              $21,475.02
 2210 Parks & Recreation
   101000 CASH                                                 $350.00
 2213 Community Garden
   101000 CASH                                                   $0.00
 2220 Library
   101000 CASH                                                 $970.06
 2240 Cemetery
   101000 CASH                                                   $0.00
 2850 911 Emergency
   101000 CASH                                               $1,129.41
 4000 Capital Projects/Equipment
   101000 CASH                                              $33,020.00
 5210 Water Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                               $9,048.49
 5310 Sewer Operating Fund
   101000 CASH                                              $14,812.79
 7010 Social Services/Help Fund
   101000 CASH                                                  $84.62
 7458 Court Surcharge HB176
   101000 CASH                                                 $245.00
 7467 MT Law Enforcement Academy (MLEA)
   101000 CASH                                                 $270.00
 7468 Public Defender Fee
   101000 CASH                                                   $0.00
 7469 City Court - Judge Gibson
   101000 CASH                                               $4,525.00
 7699 Victims Assistance Program
   101000 CASH                                                  $89.00

                                               Total:      $121,975.70



WEST YELLOWSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Council Meeting   

  November 26, 2019 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Jerry Johnson, Brad Schmier, Chris Burke, Greg Forsythe, 
Pierre Martineau 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Town Manager Daniel Sabolsky, Public Services Superintendent James 
Patterson, Finance Director Lanie Gospodarek, Social Services Director Kathi Arnado, Chief of 
Police Scott Newell, Water & Wastewater Superintendent Greg Johnson 
 
Council Members Elect: Jeff Mathews and Travis Watt, Richard & Teri Gibson, Fire Chief 
Shane Grube, Denice Sabolsky 
 
The meeting is called to order by Mayor Brad Schmier 7:00 PM in the Town Hall, 440 
Yellowstone Avenue, West Yellowstone, Montana. 
 
Portions of the meeting are being recorded. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report with corresponding banking transactions is on file at the Town Offices 
for public review during regular business hours. 
 
ACTION TAKEN 
 
1) Motion carried to approve the claims, which total $216,092.98. (Johnson, Martineau) 
 
2) Motion carried to approve the Consent Agenda, which includes the minutes of the 

November 5, 2019 Town Council Meeting. (Johnson, Martineau)  Forsythe is opposed, 
motion passes. 

 
3) Motion carried to approve the new business license application for The Adventure Inn, 

made by Craig Borash to operate a business of five nightly rentals at 103 S Electric 
Street. (Johnson, Forsythe) 

 
4) Motion carried to approve the request from the organizers of the Mistletoe Magic 

Holiday Bazaar for the December 6-7, 2019 event to waive the vendor fees . (Johnson, 
Martineau) 

 
5) Motion carried to approve the Marketing and Promotions Fund Award Recommendation 

for the Rodeo Run Sled Dog Race for 2019 to award $6000.00. (Forsythe, Martineau) 
 
6) Motion carried to approve the Mitigation Agreement between the Town and Montana 

Fish, Wildlife & Parks to be submitted to the Montana Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation.  (Johnson, Forsythe) 

 
7) Motion carried to amend the staffing plan to change the two summer only Water & Waste 

Water Operators to one year-round Water & Sewer Operator position.  (Johnson, 
Forsythe) 

 
 
Public Comment Period 
Teri Gibson reports that she attended the first cooking class offered by the Recreation 
Department and it was great!  She says they had a great turnout, over 20 people, and offered 
childcare downstairs.  Denice Sabolsky adds that the second class also went well.  She also 
thanks Social Services Director Kathi Arnado for her efforts for the Thanksgiving boxes and for 
allowing her 5th Grade class to participate in assembling the boxes. 
 
Council Comments 
Council Member Martineau reports that last week was National Recycling Day and says that 
they collected 6 bins, over 3000 pounds of e-waste to collect the items.  He says they had 
volunteers and the Wyndham even sent three employees to help with the event.  Greg Forsythe 
says that the Youngs used city property to store their trusses to build the new garage on  
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Obsidian.  He says that the Wagon Wheel Hotel has ordered trusses and they will need to be 
stored on the interior park behind the hotel.  Sabolsky indicates that as long as the construction 
materials are going to move within a fairly short period of time, they can handle it 
administratively.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
4) Sabolsky reports that the Town is a partner in the Mistletoe Magic event and they did 

waive the vendor fees and resort tax bond last year.  
 
6) The Council discusses the Mitigation Agreement with the Department of Fish, Wildlife & 

Parks which establishes water rights and reservation levels for the Madison River. 
 
7) Sabolsky explains that they have currently have one opening in the Public Services 

Department.  He says that in the last year, they were only fully staffed in that department 
for one month.  They have advertised and interviewed two good candidates.  One of the 
candidates has been offered the full-time position.  He says the other candidate is only 
seeking employment for the winter.  They would have to hire him for the winter season.  
Sabolsky says that last year, they had four on-call truck drivers to haul snow and they 
won’t have that help this year.  He says that they had a very heavy winter last year and it 
has been difficult to keep up.  He explains that they are asking to hire another full-time 
person in Public Services.  Patterson and Johnson discuss their staffing needs with the 
Council.   The Council discusses the issue at length, but there is confusion about how to 
amend the staffing plan. 

 
A) Town Manager & Department Head Reports:  Town Manager Dan Sabolsky reports 

that the physical components of the new water well are done and they are finishing up the 
final details.  The contractor and the Town are waiting for Dick Dyer to complete the 
change orders with the contractor and then they will come back to the council with the 
final pay requests and final change orders.  Sabolsky reports that the public works 
department completed flagger training last week and Lisa Johnson and Dianna Hansen 
attended safety training in Billings last week.  He also reports that the Department of 
Labor is going to come and conduct a “mock safety inspection” and they anticipate being 
able to comply with all the requirements.  Sabolsky says that the employee bonuses were 
distributed last week and appreciated by the employee force.  The letter requesting that 
businesses take responsibility for the sidewalks in front of their businesses is in the 
packet tonight and will be sent out soon.  He says that they have worked through all the 
current applications for development and are still working through some of the site plans 
that were submitted.  He says they reached an agreement with Fish, Wildlife & Parks to 
mitigate the water rights issue and expect to finalize and submit to DNRC.  He reports 
that today he met with representatives from the Montana Department of Transportation 
today to discuss multiple issues.  He says that he did clarify that the direction they 
received from the local state plowing staff, that businesses could not push snow across 
the highways, was not actually correct and they just wanted the businesses to understand 
that there is liability associated with that and they must be careful and leave no trails of 
snow behind on the highways.  He also reports that the crosswalk plans for the highways 
got lost at the state level, but they agreed to work on those and hopefully get them put in 
next year.  Sabolsky says that they were very clear about the light poles along the 
highways.  He says that they said if they took down the existing light poles, the state 
would not pay to have them replaced or continue to help fund the light bill.  If they 
replace any of the poles, they will also have to fill out an encroachment permit.  Sabolsky 
says they are also not willing to help pay for any of the sidewalks along Highway 
20/Firehole Avenue as the Town had hoped.  He says that they did indicate that MDOT 
intends to repave the curve by the Fir Ridge Cemetery when they repave the section of 
road through Yellowstone Park along Highway 191.  Sabolsky reports that a couple 
weeks ago, MDOT shut down the public works crew who was putting up the Christmas 
Lights.  The Town arranged flagger training immediately and the crew is now fully 
certified, however they learned immediately in the training that if the work is taking place  
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 in town on a road with a speed limit of less than 35 mph, certified flaggers are not 

required.   
 
 Chief of Police Scott Newell reports that they have had multiple calls that required 

transports and extensive police involvement including mental illness, assaults, and 
suicide attempts.  He reports that Gallatin County is working towards replacing radios 
county-wide, which could end up costing the Town up to $70,000.  Social Services 
Director Kathi Arnado reports on assisting the police department on calls, preparing 
turkey boxes for families in the community, and training in her department.  She reports 
that they distributing fewer boxes this year but had nearly everything they needed 
donated.  Finance Director Lanie Gospodarek reports on preparing for the annual 
financial audit, progress made by the new Finance Clerk, Peggy Russell.  Water & 
Wastewater Superintendent Greg Forsythe reports that they have nearly completed the 
year-end sampling requirements, outdoor lighting project, and are working on hydrant 
repairs.  He thanks the office staff for helping him get up to speed now that he is working 
full-time, the fire department for assistance, and the Council for hiring him.    Public 
Services Superintendent James Patterson reports that they are ready for snow.  He says 
they did have to haul the 936 Cat Loader to Bozeman for repairs because seals are 
leaking because they have to pull the motor to get to them.  He says the new pushers have 
come and the trucks are ready to go.  He says the new light poles have come in and they 
hope to install them in the park soon.  He says they got the new handrail and supports up 
behind the museum.  They are also building boxes to protect the air conditioner units on 
the Town Hall from the snow and have installed heat tape.   

 
B) The Council discusses the implementation of the additional 1% resort tax, which was 

passed in the election on November 5, 2019.  The additional 1% should be added to the 
existing 3% resort tax on all resort tax applicable sales as of January 1, 2020.  The 
Council discusses at length how to handle reservations that have already been booked for 
2020 at the 3% rate.  The staff has drafted a letter for the merchants to explain how to 
implement the new tax, which is discussed by the Council.   

 
C) The Council discusses a letter for business owners in the downtown area asking them to 

take responsibility for clearing snow from the sidewalks in front of their businesses.  The 
Council discusses which areas of town has sidewalks that need to be plowed.      

 
The meeting is adjourned.  (9:15 PM) 
 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Town Clerk 
 



December 6, 2019 
 
It is with great regret that I resign my seat on the West Yellowstone Town Council after two years.  
 
Over the last few months myself and my family have been caring for an ill family member. Unfortunately 
the time and resources needed to accomplish this have stressed our family and our business to a 
breaking point. I am no longer able to properly and fully perform my duties and responsibilities.  
 
Over the last two years I have fought for, and voted for improvements in affordable housing, long 
needed improvements to water, sewer and infrastructure and, the passage of the 1% increase in resort 
tax crucial to making sure improvements take place. I have also strived to make sure the Council 
operates within it’s roles and responsibilities, in the best interests of the entire community.  
 
The town has made great strides over the past few years and is on a pathway for success but, much 
work is left to be done. As I have said in the past; The Council and staff need to stay focused on their 
strengths avoiding misinformation, rumors, petty politics, and infighting. Power struggles never result in 
positive outcomes and the public always loses.  
 
This community has great things happening and talented people involved in it’s success, I am hopeful 
that the Council nurtures a positive environment for this success to grow. 
 
Thank you to the community for their support. 
 
 
Chris Burke  
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  CHARTER  
FOR THE TOWN OF WEST YELLOWSTONE  

(Preamble)  
We the citizens of West Yellowstone, for the purpose of establishing a just form of 

fundamental law--one that is responsible to the public for providing equal and adequate 
services and protections, with efficient use of the community’s revenue for all, one that 
provides for self governing powers with respect to the health, safety, and welfare of 
every citizen and; one that utilizes the utmost flexibility to plan for the future--do 
establish this Charter for the Town of West Yellowstone of the State of Montana.  

ARTICLE I  
POWERS OF THE TOWN  

Section 1.01 Powers of the Town  
The Town shall have all powers possible for a self government to have under the 

constitution and laws of this state as fully and completely as though they were 
specifically enumerated in this Charter.  
Section 1.02 Mill Levy  

(1) There shall be no new kinds of taxes levied without an affirmative vote of a 
simple majority of votes cast in an election on the question.  

(2) Should the electorate approve any kind of non-property tax, the following mill 
levy reduction shall occur:  

In each fiscal year, anticipated receipts from a local option, non-property tax not 
in effect when this charter takes effect shall be applied to reduce the property tax 
mill levy for the fiscal year by an amount equal to at least 5 percent of the local 
option, non-property tax receipts for the previous fiscal year.  

Section 1.03 Self -Government Authority  
The Town shall have the authority to exercise those self- governing powers not 

prohibited by the constitution, law or this charter.  
Section 1.04 Construction  

The powers of the Town under this Charter shall be construed liberally in favor of 
the Town and specific mention of particular powers in the Charter shall not be construed 
as limiting in anyway the powers stated in this article.  



Page 2 of 7 

ARTICLE II  
TOWN BOUNDARIES  

Section 2.01 Town Boundaries  
The corporate boundaries of the Town of West Yellowstone, Montana shall remain 

fixed and established, as they exist on the date this charter takes effect, provided that the 
Town shall have the power to change its boundaries in the manner provided by law.  

ARTICLE III  
ORGANIZATION OF THE TOWN  

Section 3.01 Oath of Office  
Before beginning the duties of office, all elected Town officials shall take and 

subscribe to the oath of office established in Article III, Section 3 of the Constitution of 
Montana.  
Section 3.02 Structure of Government  

The governing body of the Town of West Yellowstone shall be a Town council 
consisting of five council members, one of whom shall be the mayor whom the council 
shall select from among its own number pursuant to Section 3.05(1).  
Section 3.03 Town Council: Composition, Powers and Meetings  

(1) All of the powers of the Town shall be vested in the Town council except as 
otherwise provided by law or this Charter.  

(2) The Town council shall meet regularly at least once a month at such times and 
places as the council may prescribe. Special meetings may be held on the call of the 
mayor or three members of the council. Such special meetings shall be public and, 
whenever practicable, called only upon forty-eight (48) hours notice to the public.  

(3) A quorum of the council shall be constituted by the presence of any three (3) 
council members, one of whom may be the mayor.  

(4) The council’s presiding officer may close the council meeting to the public 
only as provided by law.  
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Section 3.04 Town Council: Election, Terms, Qualifications, Remuneration, 
Removal and Filling Vacancies 

(1) Five council members shall be elected at large on a nonpartisan basis. 
(2) Council members shall have a term of office of four years.  

 (3) Council members shall make their principal residence (as interpreted by the 
federal Internal Revenue Service) within the Town limits and shall be qualified voters of 
the Town of West Yellowstone.  
 (4) The council shall establish by ordinance the compensation of its members and  
the mayor.  

(5) The office of council member shall become vacant upon the death, resignation, 
forfeiture, or removal from office by any method authorized by law.  

(6) When a vacancy occurs in the office of council member, the position shall be 
considered open and subject to nomination and election at the next general municipal 
election, except the term of office shall be limited to the unexpired term of the person 
who originally created the vacancy. Pending such election and qualification the council 
shall appoint from among the qualified voters in the Town a person possessing the 
qualifications for office required by law and this Charter, within 30 days of the vacancy 
to hold the office until the successor is elected and qualified.  
Section 3.05 The Mayor: Election, Powers, Duties, Removal and Filling a Vacancy  

(1) The mayor shall be selected from among the members of the Town council by 
the affirmative vote of a majority of the council.  

(2) The council member selected shall serve as the mayor for one year unless 
selected for an additional term by the council.  

(3) The mayor so selected may be removed by four (4) council member votes, 
whereupon, a new mayor shall be selected by the council.  

(4) The mayor shall be the presiding officer of the council, shall vote as other 
council members and may not veto measures approved by the council. In the absence of 
the mayor, the council shall appoint one of the council members present to serve as 
presiding officer.  

(5) The mayor shall be the ceremonial officer of the town and shall have no other 
duties or responsibilities except, when required by the council and in the absence of the 
Town manager, the mayor shall perform all administrative duties of the Town manager.  

(6) The office of mayor shall become vacant upon the death, resignation or 
removal from office by any method authorized by law or this charter. A successor mayor 
shall be appointed by the council as provided in Section 3.05(1).  
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Section 3.06 Town Manager  
(1) The Town council shall appoint a Town manager who shall serve under 

contract as the chief executive officer and chief administrative officer of the Town.  
          (2)    The Town manager shall have the following responsibilities: 
                    (a)  implement and enforce the ordinances, resolutions, policies,   
   directives and contracts approved by Town council.  
                    (b)      administer the affairs of the Town. 
                    (c)  prepare the budget for council approval.  
  (d)      recommend long-range planning strategies and economic   
   development issues affecting public services and fiscal solvency. 
  (e) oversee agenda for Town council meetings. 
                    (f)   supervise all Town departments and offices. 
                    (g)   appoint all Town employees. 
                    (h)   suspend all Town employees. 
                    (i)   remove all Town employees after consultation with the appropriate  
   department head and with the advice and consult of the Town   
   council. 

(3) The Town council shall enter into a contract with said Town manager, which 
shall specifically outline the conditions of employment. Said contract shall be for an 
initial term of not less than three years and not more than five years and may be 
extended by majority vote of the Town council.  

(4) The Town manager may be removed from office by three  affirmative votes of 
the Town council.  
Section 3.07 Town Departments  

The Town council shall establish by ordinance any departments necessary to 
perform the duties and obligations imposed upon the Town by law or this charter.  
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ARTICLE IV  
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES  

Section 4.01 Boards, Commissions and Committees  
The Mayor may appoint, with the consent of the Town council, such boards, 

commissions or committees, as the council deems necessary. These bodies shall serve at 
the pleasure of the council and will exercise only those powers granted them by the 
council through specific resolution or ordinance.  
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ARTICLE V  
GENERAL PROVISIONS: INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM  

RECALL, SEVERABILITY AND AMENDMENTS  
Section 5.01 Initiative and Referendum  

Procedures for initiative and referendum shall be as required by law.  
Section 5.02 Recall Provisions  

Any member of the Town council including the mayor may be removed from 
office by recall of the electors of the Town, as provided by law.  
Section 5.03 Severability  

If any provision of this Charter is held invalid, the other provisions of this Charter 
shall not be affected thereby. If the application of the Charter or any of its provisions to 
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the application of the Charter and its 
provisions to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.  
Section 5.04 Amendment of the Charter  

This Charter may be amended only as provided by law. An affirmative vote of a 
simple majority of votes cast in an election on this question shall amend the Charter.  
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Article VI 
Transition 

Section 6.01 Review of existing ordinances and policies 
 The Town council shall review and, where necessary, revise or repeal all town 
ordinances and resolutions and policies to provide for their compliance with this Charter. 
This shall be completed by December 31, 2017. 
 
Section 6.02 Effective Date 
 Upon passage of this Charter by the electors at the November 2015 election, this 
Charter will become effective immediately. 
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